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n THE STORY OF A CRIME.

repeatedly told him, that the value of the
rtal estate on the books of t>ie Harris
company was under $100,000, and that
Mr. Robertson had held tu^, as an in-

ducement for the bank to make advances,
the almost absolute certainty cf a sale
being eilected to the Intercolonial rail-

way, which sale Mr. Robertson was ex-
ceedingly desircua of effecting.

Other Land Values.

Apart from this evidence, there was
furtbet proof of the value of land in
the Harris propeity as shown by the
purchases in recent years. Though the
government paid $200,000 for 21(),0()0 feet

of land, the Harris concern had bought
5,000 feet of the Hizen property
for $2,000, and 3,200 feet of the Wales
property, with buildings, for $1,000.
T^iese purchases were of recent date.
Some years before 8,000 ft et of Moore
property had been purchased tn $3,000.
Ho much for the value of the land and

tbe bargain the government made,
which bargain Messrs. Uazen and Mc-
Leod defended with great zeal as a good
investment. In the heat of tbe debate
Mr. McLeod seems to have imagined the
property to be even more valuable than
had been claimed, for he asserted that
the construction shop was of brick and
within 15 or 17 feot of the railway wharf
whereas it is a wooden building and
several hundred feet away from any
wharf.
The attack on the land job was led in

parliament by Mr. Davies, who was fol-

'Ow:d by able speakers on the Liberal
side. The defence by the Conservative
side was made by the ministers and by
Messrs. Hazen and McLeod. They failed

to justify the government's act. The
most memorable denunciation came not

from the Liberals, but from Mr. Adams
of Northumberland, a firm believer in

the Conservative party, who had ex-

amined into the merits of the case and
heard both sides. No attempt to explain
ths job could satisfy him. Here are

some of the remarks he made :—
"I am quite clear that this property

has been purchased for three times its

value, beyond all question. * * * I am
not here simply because I atn a Conser-

vative, believing in and admiring the

policy of the Conservatives party. I do
not suppose there is a man who more
fully believes in the Conservative party
and its policy than 1 do. But if I have
to vote ill favor of grant of $200,000 for

the purchase of the Harris property in

St. John, then I want to go back to my
people and tender to them my resigna-

tion, saying to them: 1 cannot any
longer represent you in an honest way,

and you must select some other man to
carry out your ideas. I must do that be-
fore I can justify such a vote as my
friends are trying to justify tonight.
"You are tonight committing a public

crime against the people of our province.
You are attempting to force an opinion
on this legislature which is not tru'-.

There is no principle upon which it can
be justified. Yon cannot produce any
evidence to justify this legislature voting
$200,000 for the purchase of this pro-
perty. No practical man, from the chief
engineer down to any workman on the
railway, will say it is re(i lired for the
convenience of the railway or the pub.
lie."

Later in the debate Mr. Adams farther
said;

—

* T^e government must stand at the
bar of public opinion to answer for their
action. The very price paid for this
land, stamps it in such that no man in
the dominion, be he a mioister or a citi-
zen, rau justify voting $200,000 for the
purpose. No Conservative, no Liberal,
no Grit or Tory can justify it. That
meanest Tory that aits here tonight can
not put out his hand and state that the
$200,000 paid for this land is an equit-
able price, by reason of common sense,
prudence or justice. It stands unparallel-
ed in the history of purchases nnder any
government. TherA can be no possible
reason submitted in the presence of
parliament nr in the presence of any rail-

way man in the country, to justify it."

This was all bad enough,but as regards
the people of St. John, the matter was
still more Eerious. Here are some of the
results :—

The government took a property
which it did not require, has not used,
and cannot use without a very great ad-
ditional expense.

In doing this it closed for ail time
the largest industry in St. John,
an establishment which had been
in operation for three-score years, and
woold have been in operation today. It

turned a busy place into a heap of ruins
and sent hundreds of workmen and their
families out of the country.
The government, like a destroying

army, swept away the whole work of

years, leaving only dust, ashes and ruins.

A scene of industry was blasted at its

touch and became a desert.

And all this in order to consummate
the notorious Harris land job, which
even partizan zeal canuot successfully
defend.

Is it any wonder that the narrative o'

what was done and how it was aone has
been entitled "The Story o' a Crime?"


