
was as low in Lake Ontario as it was in i8t3i. The best authorities

on hydraulics show that no harm can result from deepenin« the

several channels, for it is a theory of permanent motion thai a change

oirc^iiiun being made at any point of a river, its effect is extended

up and ilown stream, decreasing as it goes until points are reached

where it disappears entirely, and the river remains unaffected

In the following it is en.leavored to give a part of the latest and

most reliable information relating to the Great Lakes. The lately

completed lake surveys made by the United States have reduced to

exactness much that was previously only approximate.

The water surface of the Great Lakes, with the land draining

into it, presents the total drainage basin of over ^170,000 square; miles,

assembled as follows :

Area of Water
Surface.

Siinare Miles.

Lake Superior 31,200

St. Mary's River 150

Lake Michigan -^2,450

Lake Huron and (ieor-

gian Bay 23,800

St. Clair River 25

Lake St. Clair 410

Detroit River 25

Lake Lrie 9,960

Niagara River 15

Lake Ontario 7.-4°
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