
a

6

coniiiositioii wi-rc hiirlfd at. tlic devoted licnds of tliouc nit'dionl

disi'ovi'iTrs. Tlicy tloiirisiicd, jih all syHtcnis do uiidiT |K'rsofiition,

and l>y ii suit of n|ioslolic' siiccLSHiui) a:i inrniitosiiiial rctniiaiit

rcniaiiiK in that land of iniiiiiiiiics and crocodiU'S to this day.

'IMn-y liavo lakt n I'or a crest a sareo|>hai;UH with a iiiuiniiiy raiii-

jtant in it. The niotto is end)la/;uned on the dusty casket in let-

ters so iiioniiiU'iit as to bo easily read all down the aujes Nit

(leftperdtidinn. The founder (d' this uiinute system had u jjood

deal to <1() with the insane, hence these leniaiks are i;ertiiane to

the sidiject matter.

It is worthy of note here that some p;reat military man in one of

the provincoH had made a tliscoveiy in iindint; :i uni({ue cure for

insanity. It consisted in putting the atHicted under blue <;lass.

^\s miyht be expected a learned discussion at once arose as to tho

varied eflects on the human body (d" eh; mical, thermal and actinic,

solar rays and especially upon nerve tissue. Speculation ran rifo

over tliis strange doctrine of thera|'.(Ulics and it is worthy of nolo

that few of the learned psychologists of that age raised a doubt as

to its elllcacy. Ily a sort of law of selection those alllicted with

the '• blues" were |»ut into and cured in blue rooms. Those having

mania were struck dumb and mentally ]»aralyzed at the surrouiul-

ing blueness. Blue glass did wonders, while the blue sky of nature

liad in a sense " to pale its iiieillctual lires.'' This sond)re color

acted as a sedative, a so|>oiilicj a tonic and jiossibly a cathartic.

l'seudo-j)hilosopliers wrote learned treatises on the wonderfid etlect

of this occult color. Such did not dogmatically assert that tho

iiumar ova were roused to unusual activity under its influence but

they gravely asserted that tho egg of another of the species biped

felt its vivifying agency and the potential chicken becanu' an

actuality lying on the kitchen table while being made leady to

consist of the duality of ham and eggs. Even the rice, the lotus,

the sacred cat, the Holy Hull and the lethargic crocodile felt its

diffusible stimulation; so saith these authentic records. It

might be well for our a<lvanced radicals in asylum progress to test

this ancient remedy. On second thought, it seems to me I have

lieai'd a faint echo that such has been tried ; not because of the

knowledge such experimenters possesse(l of the contents of these

manuscri|)ts, but because of the old ailage that "(Ireat nnn<ls run

in the same groove," or possibly " History rei)o:its itself," or it may
be "There is nothimi new under the sun The materia medica

and therapeutics of those days are an interesting study to the arclue-

olcgist. It is found that in one refuge for the insane iu Canadeusia
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