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lications intended to supply the Christian family, 
and in fact, the world, with the requisite in
formation upon important secular subjects, 
tinged, or rather embued, with the spirit of pure, 
undefiled religion, instead of the spirit of infi
delity or licentiousness which has too often —
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bition? For ourselves we would sa;, that our 
highest aim is to spend, and be spent, in humbly 
endeavoring to contribute to the attainment of 
such an object.”
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not mean, however, the publication exclusively, 
or even chiefly, of what is called religious matter. 
We mean that every subject,—History, Science, 
Education, Agriculture, News, and in a word, all 
the affairs of life,—should be treated and illus
trated as part and parcel of the Moral and 
Providential Government of an infinitely great, 
just, wise, and good God, whose crowning mercy 
is displayed on the cross of Christ.

“ ‘ I have never wanted articles on religious 
subjects half so much as articles on common sub
jects written with a decidedly religious tone,’were 
the words of Dr. Arnold, one of the master
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vaded popular publications hitherto.
they seek to efface the brand of Satan from popu
lar literature, and substitute the stamp of Christ ; 
and is this not a worthy object of Christian am-

York, endeavoring to engineer the New 
York Witness to success. Its history 
has been one of trial, perseverance, but 
ultimate success all through. It was 
started in Montreal as a weekly in 
January, 1846, on a basis then en
tirely novel in Canada. It was de
voted to the advance of religion, reli
gious liberty, temperance, and of all 
moral and social reforms, and to the
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affecting their moral or material well
being, standing entirely alone on many 
questions. The following, from the 
opening article in the first number, 
shows the object for which the paper 
was started, and the course marked out 
for it to pursue.

♦ * * "We say good papers, for assuredly 
the utmost of care should be exercised to keep 
such sheets as have a demoralizing tendency 
away from the hallowed precincts of the family 
circle.

“ The Canadian field is comparatively unoc
cupied at present, and, therefore, the importance 
of sowing good seed early and plentifully can 
scarcely be over-rated, otherwise it will, doubt
less, soon be filled with tares and thistles.”

minds of the age, words which the Religious 
1 Tract Society of London has appropriately

chosen as the motto of a series of volume pub-

* * • “Thepower of the press is incalcu
lable ; it is, probablv, the very first element, next 
to the living voice, of general influence ; should 
not, then the Lord’s people make every effort to 
wield it on His side, and not tamely abandon it 
to the god of this world. ” * * *

" By occupying the field for the Lord, we do
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