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moment. The role of constable would !
have been both burdensome and in vidious.\
for the measures q.qu'\red of Britain might
well have involved her in a serious inter-
national quarrel. But it was rather un-
fortunate that the plan was ever brought
forward, for it, quite unnecessarily, createil
a false impression in America. Ameriea,
always suspicious where British naval
policy is concerned, construed it as a subtle
device for clothing Britain with increased

powers, although the so-called “powers”
were actually extremely onerous duties.

Again, in 1926, Finland was the spousor of
a proposal for the establishment of an
international war chest of £ 50,000,000, fo
be at the service of any nation threatened
with attack. The idea was that Britain
and the other great Powers should each
find £10,000,000, to be given as a loan (o
the victim of aggression. Needless to say
they were not enthusiastic. Altruism has
its limits,

The Assembly now sitting has provided
an example of an untimely proposal. D=
Benes, of Czecho-Slovakia, advocated the
immediate summoning of a disarmament
conference. He was supported by Jonkeer
Loudon, of Holland, who said that he
intended to request the Governments of
Britain, France, Italy, Japan, aud the
United States to send delegates to Paris
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lastics opens up, regulated in this or sowe

| similar fashion, is fascinating, indecd.
What noblex sight could one imagine

than that of a group of spectacled young
sophomores trying to be funny, and to m-

of thumour. The mere thought of it is
enough to bring tears to the eye of any
conscientious lover of his species.

Ag to the personnel of the students we
need say little. The laws of supply and
demand are always to be regarded as re-
liable; and that being 8o we may be sure
that the classrooms will be filled. For the
number of those lacking even the most
elementary knowledge of the art of
humour is as the sands of the sea; and if
they all applied to be accepted as pupils
no university in the world could hold
them, The only factor that is likely to
lessen the demand upon the services of the
new professor is the incapacity of these
unfortunates to recognise their own niis-
fortune. They are ignorant of their own
ignorance; and the very last thing to which
the great majority of them will confess is
that they lack that very sense of humour
in which they are so conspicuously defi-
cient, This blindness it is which will pre-
vent—if anything should do so—the suc-
cess of the new ecurriculum, But if it
were not so—if, in l'egz\rd'to humour, men

forthwith, These gentlemen were inspired
by the worthiest of motives, but M. Paul
Boncour and Lord Cushendun had mno
difficulty in showing that the suggestion
was inopportune. I.ord Cushendun said
that Jonkeer Loudon evidently did not
appreciate the implications of such an in-
vitation. The Powers in question are all
signatories of the Washington treaty,
which is to be reviewed in 1931, ™The
adoption of the proposal would be tanta-
mount to ante-dating the review, and this,
for obvious reasons, would be undesirable.

0
0
0

D D

[ There is a further objection. Experience
has repeatedly demonstrated that a dis.
{ armament conference has mo prospect of
sticcess unless there has been due prepari-
tion. The want of this is held to have
been the chief cause of the failure at
Geneva last year. The delegates must
meet forearmed with a knowledge of the
special necessities and interests of the
other nations represented. It is useless for
them to wait until the conference in
gsession to acquire this information. At
Geneva Britain and America were hope-
lessly at cross-purposes, yet it is quife
possible that with a better understanding
obstacles might have been surmounted
and divergent viewpoints reconciled. This
knowledge can best be gained by informal
conversations and the exchange of Notes
such as have recently been proceeding be-

is

tween Britain and France. To dispense
with these preliminaries and to rush
headlong into conference would be to

court disappointment.
reply to Jonkeer Loudon must not be in-
terpreted as a sign of hostility to dis-
armament., Facts speak for themselves,
Only a few days ago he told the Assembly
that since the war Britain has voluntarily
scrapped 2000 war vessels, representing
2,000,000 tons, and that the personnel of
the Navy is now 40,000 fewer than in 1914,
No other nation ean boast a reduction ap-

proaching this. Britain has given
world a lead.
" A NOVEL FACULTY.

e e

One of the American universities, it is
sald, is about to institute a Chair of
Humour, and the Innovation has so much
to recommend it that the real wonder fs
that its possibilities have not long ere
this, been seen and seized. The serious
study of humour is in itself so beautiful
a paradox 1'51:1?‘- if there be any virtue at
all in intrin.e merit, the new chair is

bound to be a suecess from the start. Un-
fortunately, we are not informed of the
exact locality of the institution whose

genate has decided thus to teach the world
the gentle art of jesting; but it certainly
ought to be the University of Chicago. ¥or
there, indeed, if the Mayor be truly repre-

those who™bg dly need a course
seem to be unlimited. Nor
of the identity of the proposed occupant of
the new chair; but there, again,
should be little doubt about the choice, In
the first place, remembering the Scotsman’s
characteristic difficulty in the art of manu-
facturing jokes, it is evident that every
candidate for the office born
Tweed
suspicion by the selection committee as to
put him out of the running from the very
start. Indeed, in the Ilight of Sydney
Smith’s famous comment upon the
theme, it would seem that a similar pro-
cess of exclusion must be extended to the
whole body of the students for the same
reason. Owing the known
mical fact that the majority of university
professors are North Britons, this handi-

are we

same

to econo-

cap upon their qualifications very consid-
erably narrows the field; and, to put the
matter shortly, there is only one candidate
claims can seriously—or bumor-
There 8

whose
ously—be

considered.

McGill U 1 a certaln
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teacher of sience” of politi

slation to the new
be a great acquisition

s e &
¢al economy, wh

chair would not only

upon whose shoulders the new professoriil

gown would in the general opinion sif

much wore Hitingly than that with which

fhiey mow _are daraped;—_Yes; decidedly
Professor Stephen Leacock is the wan

for the job.
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It should not be difficult to draw up the
currieuluym for this new course of learning.

Lord Cushendun’s |

sentative of the citizens, the supply of |
would |
told ‘

there |

north of the |
must needs be regarded with such |

at the |

to the university which galned him, but |

were as ready to admit their shortcomings
as they are as a rule in other fields—how
great might be the benefit bestowed upon
the race by such a chair as this! Think
of the list that might be made of persons
to whom that benefit would mean so much.
Think of those whose perverted ideas
of humour might so fittingly be corrected
to the advantage of themselves and every-
body. associated with them; think of the
]myri:ul dull and solemn heads that 1}1ight
| be filled with wit and breezy and refresh-
ing mirth. What a list we might prepare
if we could but be sure that they whose
names fignred upon it would take the
course. And first upon the list should be
the name of him who made the great sug-
gestion of this Chair of Humour. For he,
above all others, surely needs it most!
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PERSONAL.

The Premier (Mr. Bavin) left the city yes-
terday, to spend the week-end in the countr Qut
Mr. W. G. Davies, of Anthony Horderns'inmy
London office, will leave Sydney to-day 101'1of pr
Melbourne, to join the R.M.S, Narkunda. He | intersg
will leave the steamer at Marseilles for a!hinted
Continental tour, prior to his return to Lon-|durin
don. | Jame

Alderman Primrose, Mayor of North Syd- ;10T &Y
ney, and the Mayoress visited Neutral ,;oﬁm'.(
Boys’ Intermediate High School on Thursday, | Al
to present Mr. Hepburn (science master) with | "\"“‘f
a case of pipes on behalf of the North Sydney | Wer®
Council, as a token of recognition for h th.om
services as secretary to the Jjubilee spor!si?lglA
committee. 20" Lig
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It is probable that the Budget speech wili|!S 81
be delivered in the Legislative Assembly on |Such
| Wednesday or Thursday. Now that Ule]l”‘l‘so

the | Address in Reply has been disposed of the[AUSt

| path is eclear for Parllament to settle down
| to business.

{ A meeting of the State Cabinet was held
yesterday, when the programme for next week
was discussed. Another meeting of the Min-
istry hag been called for Monday morning,
when the programme will be completed. The
Transport and Hospitals Acts, and an amend-
ment of the Local Government Act, will also
be discussed.
Private members’

|
|
|

| business
l ce

dence on Tuesdays up to 6 p.m., but as there
| are no notices of motion on the Dbusines
| paper, the whole of next Tues-

| day’'s sitting
| bug'ness.

|  The main measure to be dealt #with on
| Tuesday will be a temporary Supply Bill cov-
| ering two months, Its is anticipated by

be devoted to Government

elapsed the Budget, financial measures arisirg
therefrom, and the Estimates will be com-
pleted. The second reading of the Liguor
(Amendment) Bill, and the first reading of
the Housging and Fair Rents Bills, will be
taken on Tuesday if time permits.

Later in the week the Income Tax Bill and
the Electoral (Amendment) Bill will be sub-

|

mitted. The Budget is now ready. All the
| financial measures arising out of the Budget
| will be introduced during the next fort-
‘ night,

MEDICAL DEGREESs.

FERRED AT

COl UNIVERSITY.

Great Hall of the University yes-
afternoon, 34 of the successful can-
didates at the recent final degree examination
in medicine were admitted to their degrees.
On the dais were the Vice-Chancellor (Pro-
fessor R. 8. Wallace), the Dean of the Facuity

|
| In the
| terday

| of = Medicine (Professor D. A. Welsh), the
| Registrar (Mr. W. A. Selle), Professor A. H.
Mills, Miss 8. J, Williams (principal of the
l\\'mnen's College), Miss [. M. Fidler (presi-
dent of the Women’s Union), Rev, A. H, Garn-
gey (Warden of St. Paul’s College), and the
Rev. .. E. Bennett (master of Wesley College)

The graduates were presented by the Dean
of the Faculty of Medicine and were admitted
to their degrees by the Vice-Chancellor.

Short addresses were delivered by the Vice-

Chancellor and the Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine congratulating the gradvates on
attaining the goal of their ambition and
wishing them. on behalf of the University,
every success in their careers in the medical

l profession.

nl

NEARING THE 1
FEDERAL PARLIAMENT.

CANBERRA, Friday

An all-night sitting to-night, and a
throughout to-morrow, are expected by
isters to obviate the necessity for
Federal members to return to Canberra next
week. In that event the life of the pre
gent Parliament will end to-morrow night, in

ND.

i
|

Min-

and Sydney trains.

The Governor-General (Lord
will be asked for a dissolution
’nlnvuun campaign may be begun
1()(‘?0?»91‘.
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