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Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (President of the Treasury Board
and Minister responsible for Infrastructure): Mr. Speaker,
it will be part and parcel of the program review which is in turn
part and parcel of the consultation process that the Minister of
Finance will be engaging in. When the budget is out next
February members will see those cuts and how they are going
to be made.

[Translation]

PARTY FUNDRAISING

Mr. Jean-Guy Chrétien (Frontenac): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Solicitor General and Leader of the Govern-
ment in the House. During a recent debate in the House of
Commons on the financing of political parties, many members
from all political parties supported a motion to ensure democrat-
ic and popular financing of political parties, by putting a $5000
ceiling on public contributions to federal political parties.

Since a dozen of his government colleagues supported that
motion, does the Leader of the Government recognize the need
for the democratization of the financing of political parties by
using the Quebec model?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker,
we already have a democratic system for collecting election
funds, but we could conduct a study on this matter by using the
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs. It is not my
responsibility to take such a request to that committee, but I
think it would be a useful matter for the committee to examine in
due time.

@ (1450)

Mr. Jean—-Guy Chrétien (Frontenac): Mr. Speaker, must we
understand from the response of the Leader of the Government
in the House that he prefers unlimited financing by big corpora-
tions as opposed to ordinary citizens to ensure the operation of
his party, the Liberal Party of Canada?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, I
think that the member got me wrong. All members in this House
are interested in that matter and that is why I suggest that it be
examined by the Committee on Procedure and House Affairs,
although the motion was rejected by a majority in the House.

* % %
[English)

HEALTH

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod): Mr. Speaker, Health Canada
approved silicon breast implants, many of them made by Dow
Corning. Many women today are suffering because of that
decision.

Oral Questions

Now the health minister has commissioned a study to look at
the effects. Who is financing that study?

Ms. Hedy Fry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health): Mr. Speaker, this is a matter that I will have to take
under advisement and ask the Minister of Health because I do
not know of any such study at the moment.

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod): Mr. Speaker, Dow Corning has
just settled out of court in the U.S. for some $4 billion. Who do
you think is funding this study?

The Speaker: I take it the question is posed to the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Health and not to me.

Ms. Hedy Fry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health): Mr. Speaker, the settlements that have been made in
the United States are an entirely different matter from the hon.
member’s first question.

You know that the Government of Canada had applied to—

The Speaker: Order. I would ask all hon. members, please do
not forget I am getting lonely up here again.

Ms. Fry: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is probably aware
that during that settlement the Canadian government did inter-
cede on behalf of Canadian women who were involved in the
settlement by applying to become a friend of the court. We also
have a 1-800 number for Canadian women to call with regard to
this issue.

[Translation)

1992 REFERENDUM

Hon. Jean J. Charest (Sherbrooke): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is directed to the Prime Minister. Yesterday I was very much
surprised when the Prime Minister said he had not been in-
formed of the commitment his predecessor made with respect to
the referendum. I made inquiries, and I later found that before
Question Period yesterday, the Prime Minister knew that his
predecessor had promised the Government of Quebec he would
submit to his government a request to compensate Quebec for
referendum expenses.

I would like to know from the government why the Prime
Minister did not give this information to the House of Commons
yesterday?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Queen’s Privy Coun-
cil for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and
Minister responsible for Public Service Renewal): Mr. Speak-
er, I think the present situation is quite clear and has been
explained several times in the House. There is no evidence in
our files that a commitment was finalized. In the past few days,
the Prime Minister got in touch with the former Prime Minister,
Mr. Mulroney, to find out whether there had been a definite
commitment, and he asked him to indicate, in writing, what his
position was. As soon as we know the former Prime Minister’s



