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suffered tbe most werc the construction, service and mainte-
nance companies and the smali manufacturers. Ail the finan-
cial institutions which operate in western Canada must act in
consequence. Tbe financial institutions wbicb supported these
companies were naturally affected too. The true story of the
financial trouble of the Nortbland Bank does flot tberefore
begin on March 22, but witb tbe energy poiicy of tbe former
Government. The same is flot truc of financial institutions
whicb bave tbeir main office in western Canada. Indced, the
great majority of loans granted by these institutions are
directly or indirectly related to the energy industry. If tbis
industry bas problems, the financial institutions suffer tbe
consequences.

Mr. Lapierre: Wbat about the United States? Tell us about
the American boans.

Mr. Lanthier: Mr. Speaker, something was mentioned
carlier and I tbink it is unfair. I am not too famiiiar witb
Parliamentary procedure, but I tbought that a debate was an
opportunity for us to bave an excbange. Howcver, it is some-
what unfair because the last ones to talk can speak about the
first speakers, but tbe reverse is flot possible.

Mr. Lapierre: The iast ones will always be first.

Mr. Lanthier: There was a reference to twistcd arms carlier.
It was mentioned a wbile ago that certain bankers are sup-
posed tu have said that their arms were twisted. For my part, I
can say that I was tbere, wbicb is flot the case for all the
Liberal Members, as we saw at the Committee on Finance,
Trade and Economic Affairs tbat the Liberal Party was absent
when we were interviewing those wbo appeared before us.

However, baving beard ail tbe bank presidents, especially
tbe president of tbe Bankers' Association, Mr. Speaker ...

Mr. Lapierre: Guilty!

Mr. Lanthier: ... wbo said that ail the banks supported ...

the Bankers' Association ... was asked by a New Dcmocratic
Party member wbetber bis arm was being twisted by the
Minister.

Mr. Lapierre: Werc you there?

Mr. Lanthier: Tbey answered witb a formai no. First, these
were concerned people who were directly invoived in the
negotiations, wben those people formally stated and directly
answered questions, the same questions that werc raiscd in this
House carlier. Second, we asked them: Did you feel forced to
endorse such a bail-out package? The answer was yes. But
forced by whom? The Government? Again the answcr was no,
by the events tbemsclves. Everyone was convinced there was
notbing cisc to do at that point.

Mr. Malépart: He meant the Government.
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Mr. Lanthier: You can rest assured that these events did flot
originate with this Government. If ever they were created, it
was by the previous Government.

Mr. Maiepart: So, the bank president issued the list.

Mr. Lanthier: Second, 1 would like, Mr. Speaker, to take up
sometbing the Hon. Member for Lavai-des- Rapides (Mr.
Garneau) said earlier, nameiy tbat there were anxious people
in bis constituency.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot be biamned for having done two
tbings. If this Government decided to assume its responsibili-
tics and compensate everybody, even people with more than
$60,000, they cannot biame us on the one hand for compensat-
ing people witb over $60,000 and on the other for getting
people anxîous. There is no anxiety, the Government dis-
charges its responsibilities. Ail depositors are insured, on the
one hand, by the Federai Deposit Insurance up to $60,000, and
over and above that, foilowing the joint commitment entered
upon by the Government witb its associates at the time of the
bail-out, the major Canadian banks, everybody came aboard to
say we were compensating everyone. The Government is
assuming its responsibilities.

Therefore, the anxiety whicb the oid Liberai Opposition is
trying to stir up bas no boid on people, in mny view, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Malépart: You are taking money away from famiiies to
give it to tbe ricb!

Mr. Lanthier: Everyone wili be compensated. That is cicar.
There is no doubt about that, everyone wili be compensated as
soon as tbe Opposition understands that this Government's
responsibility is to make fuit payment.

Now, tbey referred eariier to the Caisses populaires. Last
nigbt, Mr. Speaker, we beard in the Standing Committee on
Finance, Trade and Economic Matters representatives of the
Caisses populaires Desjardins from Quebec, a group tbat is
given as an example botb of financial soiidity and citizen
invoivement in their banking institutions, flot oniy in Quebec
but ail across Canada.

Mr. Lapierre: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Tbe Hon. Member for Shefford (Mr.

Lapierre) on a point of order.

Mr. Lapierre: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Member is referring to
wbat goes on in committee. Can the issues debated in commit-
tee be debated in tbe House as weii? Would you expiain to me
wbat the Standing Orders are?

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members know very weli that committee
proceedings cannot be discussed in the Flouse but from wbat i
heard 1 wonder whether the Hon. Member used committee
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