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The War-Mr. Coldwell

ai Canadian goads and the excbange ai com-
madities between the countries. That is the
important point invoived.

I -have aiready an another occasion reierred
ta the trihute paid by the Prime Minister ta
the memory and wark ai the late Dactor
Skelton, Under Secretary ai State for External
Affairs. I bave paid my own brief though
inadequate -tri-bute ta his memary, and I
shahl nat repeat now wbat I said then.

In conclusion, I desire ta, make a iew brie£
observations with respect ta Canadýa's posi-
tion in external affairs at the present time and
during the past-war periodý. These observations
are hased entireiy upon the theory that Britain
will win the war and will not be destroyed,
that Canada will assist ber in that effort and
will not he invaded.

I suggest ta the bouse and ta the country
that in the present and future circumstances
continued membersbip, in the British common-
wealth ai nations is a fundamentai condi-
tion ai Canada's freedom, prasperity and
security; that without the survival ai the
British -commonwealth, Canada's free national
life »is doomed. ta extinction; that the friend-
slip and cooperatian of the United States are
and will romain a condition of survival for
Britain and the commonwealth, and the hope
ai renewed freedam ta France and lier north-
ern neighbours. For the permanence ai this
essential transatlantic friendsbip, Canada lias
a special responsibility.

The boundary 'between Canada and the
United States is the line ai closest contact
between the political system ai the British
commonwealth and its allies, on the one
hand, and the republics ai the Americas, on
the other. Canada lias heen destined, by
geograpby and by history, ta 'hecome more
and more the bridge, not aniy between
Britain and -the United States 'but between the
oid world and the new. To fulfil this, lier higli
destiny, Canada must oherish active associa-
tion i the British cammonweaith and must
avoid policies 'that tend ta continental or
liemispherical isolation which would weaken
or nuliiy Canada's broader connections.

The Americas cannat stand alane. Neither
i eeanomic resources, in man pawer nior in
institutionai d-evelopments can an isolated
America find the means ai preserving a free
worid or freedom for any ai the nations ai
the Americas. No matter liow desirabie dloser
cooperation witli the United States may be-
and I weicome such a spirit-every step toward
sucli doser relations must be matched by con-
structive mavement toward continuing full
cooperation in the Britishi commonwealth, and
especially witli Great Britain.

Mr. M. J. COLDWELL (Rosetown-Biggar):
Mr. Speaker, in j oining in this debate this
afternoon I do so with some timidity because
I realize that we are discussing the externai
affairs of Canada rather than the internai
economy of our country and its relation to our
war effort. For severai days we have heen
considering the war appropriation resolu-
tion, and in ail probability we shall continue
to diseuss it for a considerahie number of
hours. Consequently the few remarks which
I shall make this afternoon will bo confined
rather to our relations with other countries
and ta one aspect of aur war effort which
I do nat think has been sufficiently emphasized.

1 know it is of great fundamental im-
portance that we shauid organize aur econamic
strength in order that we may give ta the
cause ia which we are engaged that assistance
which we can best give. But there is another
phase ai the struggle ta which 1 think
sufficient attention bas nat been given, that
which 1 would term the palitical arm af the
struggle. We have been dealing with the
military activities, we have been dealing with
the ecanamie activities; I suggest that we
ought ta, be giving some attention ta the
palitical activities ai the ailied nations.

What are we flghting for? That question
is being asked in aur own country, and, par-
ticulariy, i the United States. Thase ai us
who have heen foliawing the debate in the
United States cangress on the lease-lend bill
wiii have naticed that on more than ane occa-
sion a senatar or representative bas introduced
that angle inta the discussion. One ai the
supporters ai the measure is Senator Austin.
No one can accuse him ai being Iukewarm
ta aur cause, but I notice that a few days
ago lie once more raised that question in the
discussion of the lease-Iend proposais.

It seems ta me that we are fighting for
the tbings for whicb the cammon people of
Great Britain are fighting. In the mighty
struggle acrass the seas the common people
ai Great Britain are throwing their fuail weight
and support inta the war because they believe
that out ai it will came something better than
they or the world have ever known. I arn
disturbed wben I read ai prominent people
in aur awn country taking issue with what
bas been said by men like J. B. Priestley
or Right Hon. Ernest Bevin. I read with a
great deal ai interest the report ai a speech
made by Senator Meighen, nat in the other
place but at a public function at Toronto. Re
is reported ta bave said:

Mr. Bevin says that universal sociaiismn, witb
the rights that are the heritage of the common
man, is to came ahl at once upon us. Priviieges
are ta gfo at once and forever, and the state
ià ta ta ke charge of the nation's affaîrs, in ail
departmnents.


