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Vimy Ri_dge

on the one part, and the government of
Canada, represented by Hon. Rodolphe
Lemieux, Speaker of the House of Commons
on the other part. It reads:

Whereas the Government of Canada desires to erect
on Vimy Ridge (Pas-de-Calais), in the centre of a park
which they intend to lay out, and the maintenance of
which they will a mo t to the v
of the Canadian soldiers who fell on the field of honour
in France during the war of 1914-1918, the French
Government put at their disposal the necessary land
which will remain the property of the French Republic.

Whereas, on the other hand, France desires to asso-
ciate herself in the tribute which Canada wishes to pay
to the victims of the great war, and as moreover, the
land concerned, comprised in the red zone, is to be ac-
quired by France in conformity with ‘section 46 of sub-
section 7 of the Act of the 17th April 1919.

Article I
The French Government grants, freely and for all time
to the Government of Canada, the use and free dis-
posal of a parcel of land of 100 hectares on Vimy Ridge
in the Department of Pas-de-Calais, the boundaries of
which are indicated on the plan hereto annexed.

Article IT

The Government of Canada pledge themselves to lay
out this land into a park and to ereet thereon a mo-
nument to the memory of the Canadian soldiers fallen
on the field of honour in France during the war of
1914-1918.

They moreover pledge themselves to provide for the
maintenance of the park and monument, in default of
which the French Government would resume the free
disposal of the park, except however the land on which
the memorial is erected.

Article III

The land granted to the Government of Canada by
this agreement will be exempt of all taxes and imposts.
The French Government will take thé responsibility of
all difficulties with the borderers, except those arising
from damages caused by the personnel or the material
belonging to the Government of Canada and kept in
France for the maintenance and protection of the park
and monument.

~ Article IV
There shall be obligatorily mentioned on the monu-
ment the names of all units of the same class of the
Canadian army having fought on Vimy Ridge during
the same period of time.

Article V

This Agreement will become effective by the passing,
by Parliament, of a bill approving its provisions whieh
the French Government has laid on the Table of the
House. s =

In testimony whereof, on the day and year above
mentioned, this agreement was drawn in four copies,
each copy having the same force and effect as an
original by the French Government represented by
Charles Reibel, Minister of Liberated Regions, and the
Government of Canada represented by Mr. Rodolphe
Lemieux, Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada.

It is the purpese of the Battlefields Me-
morial Commission to erect, in all, eight
monuments, three of them in Belgium, the
other five in France. Of the eight monu-
ments to be erected, the most important, in-
deed one of the most imposing and noble
monuments in the world, will be the Allward
monument to be erected on Vimy Ridge. As
mentioned in the agreement I have just read,

this monument will record the names of other
units which fought at Vimy Ridge of a like
standing with the Canadian army. There is,
however, another record to be placed on that
monument which will, I imagine, touch even
more deeply the hearts of all Canadians. It
is the names of some 20,000 Canadians who
were numbered among the missing, and for
whom there are not individual graves in
either France or Belgium. Happily their
names will for all time be recorded on this
monument to be erected at Vimy.

I need not say anything to the House of
the significance of Vimy Ridge. There were
many battles fought in the great war; and
for many purposes, it would be unwise to seek
in any way to draw comparisons between
them. This possibly may be said of Vimy
which could not be said of the others: that it
was at Vimy that the Canadian corps first
fought as a unit, composed of men from every
part of Canada. It was at Vimy that the
Canadian army was welded into an efficient
fighting organization, so strong that no op-
posing armies could resist it; and that Cana-
dian soldiers were able to achieve what no
other army had been able to do in the meet-
ing of the enemy at that point. Vimy
Ridge stands as one of the world’s great altars
of sacrifice. As one reflects upon the sig-
nificance of the Great War, one cannot but
feel a resemblance, albeit on a world’s scale,
between that colossal tragedy and the tra-
gedy of 1900 years ago, when the best life
which the world has ever known was sacri-
ficed through the materialism of its day
that mankind might enjoy a wider measure of
spiritual freedom. In the tragedy of the
late war, it was not one life only, it was an
appreciable portion of humanity, which was
sacrificed for the sake of the larger freedom
of mankind. History will look upon the
battlegrounds of the Great War as the places
of sacrifice. =~ Among the number, no altar
will be more conspicuous through the years
than that of Vimy Ridge.

There is something which is more deserving
of recognition in the gift of the French
Republic. It is not so many years ago, as
history records time, that Canada was a
part of France in the new world, and that, in
what was considered enlightened opinion of
the day, Canada was referred to as so many
acres of snow. To-day, under world condi-
tions as transformed as any the human im-
agination can well conceive, the Republic of
France, in a spirit of gratitude, grants to our
Dominion, no longer her possession, not a few
acres of land covered with snow,-in some



