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The Address

Was it not the duty of the representatives of
this city to secure, long ago, the construction
of the viaduct, the custom house and post office?
These great public works that Toronto needs
and is entitled to should be commenced imme-
diately, in order to relieve the present unem-
ployment . in this city.

I was sure, Mr. Speaker, until my hon.
friend made the answer that he did to my
leader, that in the Estimates there would
be provision for these much-needed works.

I am glad to see the hon. Minister of
Labour (Mr. Murdock) in his seat; I con-
gratulate him upon his most recent suc-
cesses. I am particularly glad to see him
here, because I wish to draw his attention
to these words in the advertisement which
I have just read: “in order to relieve the
present unemployment in this city.” I wish
to point out to him further that for the
period ending January 31, 1921, the per-
centage of employment in the trades re-
porting, was 90-1, and the percentage of
unemployment, therefore, 9-9. For the
period ending January 15, 1922, the figure
was 80-6, unemployment, 19.4. For the
last week that I have been able to get
information, January 31 of this year—my
hon. friend will have more recent informa-
tion—the figure was 78.9, with an unem-
ployment ratio of 21.1. I would like to point
out to my hon. friend the Minister of
Labour that compared with the same week
of last year, at a time when he was dis-
turbed by the spectre of unemployment,
we have to-day mnearly three times the
amount of unemployment, and I would ask
him whether, in view of that unemploy-
ment, which he professed himself concerned
about, and sincerely I believe, he does not
think these public works should be pro-
ceeded with immediately, as the candidate’s
advertisement says.

At six o’clock the House took recess.

After Recess
The House resumed at eight o’clock.

Sir HENRY DRAYTON (resuming);
When the House took recess at six o’clock,
I was discussing the advertisement pub-
lished in the city of Toronto, in the inter-
ests, among others, of my hon. friend the
Minister of Labour, and dealing with the
unemployment situation. I still hope that
that is not to be included in the list of
discarded pledges by my hon. friend the
Prime Minister. I would be very loath to
think that the underlying motive of that
advertisement was to signalize the direct
return to what is vulgarly known as pork-

barrel politics in Canada. That the only
idea was that it should be a bait and a
bribe to Toronto to elect the Minister of
Labour, and that, as a penalty for his
non-election—that the admitted measure of
justice should not be extended to that muni-
cipality. It was either one thing or the
other. I sincerely hope it was not the latter
proposition, but I am afraid we may
expect disappointment. Mr. Speaker, I
do not see the hon. senior member for
Halifax (Mr. Maclean) in his seat, but
it is within the memory of all of us how
insistently he fought for Civil Service re-

form, how he piloted through this
House the Civil Service Act, how
the very mname of patronage was

something most distasteful to him, but I
notice little kites up in the air already,
and some newspapers, very close to the
administration are drawing attention to
and making attacks on the Civil Service
Commission, and most startling of all, 1
see one of these kites now being flown by
the senior member for Halifax. I read
from a Halifax paper, I think the Chron-
icle, this note, which appeared in the issue
of February 9:
Name Patronage Board

At a meeting of the Liberals in Halifax yes-
terday, the following were named on what is
said ‘to be a patronage committee; Alderman -
Findlay, Harry Murphy, B. W. Russell, Ralph
Hendry, Mayor J. S. Parker, and C. H. Ben-
nett. These men were selected by the Hon. A.

‘K. Maclean and Dr. Edward Blackadder.

I could not commence to in any way vie
with the hon. gentleman in the tremendous
claims that he made for the total abolition
of patronage. It was his long suit. We
find that that long suit was played when he
was in the Union Government, to make sure
that no patronage could be indulged in by
the Union administration, the Liberal-Con-
servative administration, but patronage of
the oldest and worst type can be indulged in
just as soon as the Liberal administration
takes office. We all know what the idea
of the kite is, how these things are thrown
out for the purpose of seeing just how they
are going to be received. The hon. gentle-
man still has time to say that he does not
intend to stultify himself, that he meant
what he said, that he believed, and still
continues to believe, in reform—and I may
tell him that there was more reform granted
to the people of this country in the last
five years than in the preceding twenty-five
years—and that now, simply because his
political friends occupy the treasury
benches, he is not going to throw into the



