
COMMONS

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have te lionour to
inform the flouse tliat the Clerk of the
House lias received from the Clerk of the
Crownu in Chancery a certificate of flic elec-
flou and return of Samuel Desjardins, Es-
quire, for the electoral district of Terre-
bonne.

MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Samuel Desjardins, Esq., member for the
electoral district of Terrebonne, introduced by
the Prime Minister (Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier), and the Minister of Justice (Hon.
Mr. Fitzpatrick).

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY'S SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consideration
of His Excellency's Speech at the opening
of the session.

Mr. ANDREW T. THOMPSON (Haldi-
mand and Monck). Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General of
Canada in reply to the Speech from the
Throne. At the very outset, Sir, permit me
to say that I keenly appreciate the honour
which has been done me in imposing upon
me this pleasant task-an honour which i
feel must nîecessarily have been intended
chiefly for flic worthy constituency of
Hlaldimand and Monck, which I repre-
sent. laldimand, Sir, deserves well at
the bands of this House-a House
standing for the free institutions which
we enjoy ; for it was Haldimand which
returned to the parliament of old Can-
ada, on lis coming back from his exile
in the United States, that true Canadian
patriot to whom we owe so much of our
present day privileges, the late William
Lyon Mackenzie. Assaulted in Montreal,
burned in effigy in Kingston, mobbed in
Toronto, it was for our quiet rural constitu-
ency to recognize in this man the true fiame
of patriotism, unadulterated by self-seeking
or self-interest ; and so, Sir, I repeat, flic
county of Haldimand deserves well at flic
hands of this House.

But enough of this ancient history ; let
me come to the matter In land. Once more
we meet together, Sir, with little to regret,
witi miuci to be thankful for, during flic
year which has flown awny so quickly
since last we gathered here-with little to
regret from the standpoint of the nation,
but with sorrow in our bearts for truc com-
rades stricken down by the hand of death
-one in the fulness -of years, one in the
glory of his youth, and all at a lime of
usefulness to their country-a country
which they, irrespective of party, deeply
and truly loved. Of national calamities,
Sir, I am pleased to say we have had none
whate-er. No volcanic eruptions have
overwhelmed. with inconceivable destruc-
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tion, whole prosperous communities in one
brief day ; no earthquakes have wrecked
our cities, burying the inhabitants in their
ruins; io cyclones have swept over our
country, leaving death and destruction in
their path ; no plague lias stricken our peo-
ple in their thousands with its rapid death;
no famine lias slowly tortured them to
the end of ail things human ; no war bas
prevailed in our boundaries leaving in its
track burned homesteads and maimed and
wretched humanity. By the association of
ideas one passes very naturally from the
fact of the absence of war in our country to
its happy termination in another part of
the empire, far-away South Africa. How
greatly has our realm increased, Mr.
Speaker, within the last few years. Canada
is no longer, a number of semi-discordant
provinces experimentally strung together by
an Imperial Act of parliament. but a na-
tion well knit and well balanced-and more
than a nation. a nation within an empire.
And so it is that we find ourselves taking
the keenest of interest in a war waged on
another continent and at a distance of
thousands of miles from our shores, and
able not only to congratulate England on
flic termination of lier war, but to con-
gratulate ourselves on the termination of
our war.

Even were this the proper occasion for
so doing, Sir, time would be altogether in-
adequate for the discussion of the merits
of the quarrel between Britain and Boer.
which culminated in that struggle in South
Africa. This much at least, we may feel
sure of-that we, confident in flic rigliteous-
ness of our own cause, were no more con-
fident and honest than our brave foemen,
who believe firmly in the righteousness of
theirs. And, on this common ground, at
least, w-e may meet and agree-that war is
in itself a shocking thing, and its termina-
tion on terms favourable alike to conquerors
and conquered a matter for heartfelt thank-
fulness on the part of ail of us.

Since the birth of this parliament, now
some two years old, Australia has feder-
ated. We remember that, on an occasion
simnilar to this, the gentleman who was then
moving the Address, referred w-ith pride to
the fact that the successful union of our
own provinces had, to a very large extent,
actuated our fellow colonists in the island
continent in taking that momentous step,
In Australia, however, they have but one
race. In Canada, we are fortunate enough
to lave two. And so we sincerely hope
fliat, having set an example of political con-
federation to one part of the empire, we
may now, by our historical record, inspire
another great part of the empire in such
a w-ay that tliese recently diverse warring
races may for the future dwell in pence
and harmony in a united Soutli Africa.
And here, Sir, let me, very briefly, trace
the history of Frencli and 'Englisli with a
view to applying to this case the lessons


