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pounds. will frequently weigh 38 or may be anîîd consumed in that province. there could
40 pounds,. but nobody would say thait this 1e no objection to this law passing, but
would contravene the law. So alsc>. If a bag such is not the case. Every year grocers
of potatoes happen to weigh 84 or 86 pounds, and speculators from the province of On-
It would not contravene the provisions pro- tario, and I presume other provinces. huy
posed by my hon. friend. I believe that in the potatoes In Quebec, and ship them by rail
interests of the farmers of the province of and water along the shores of Lake Ontario
Quebec, the proposal of my hon. f riend is -fair and the River St. Lawrence, where they are
ind just.l I do not see ithat it can interfere sold by the bag. If they purchase an 80-
in the slightes't degree with the arrange- pound bag of potatoes in Montreal, then it
ments in the province of Ontario or else- will not comply with the Ontario regula-
where, where potatoes happen not to be tion which requires 90 pounds ; and there
sold by the bag. If the proposition were wIll be a grievance against the province of
made that the weight of a bushel of pota- Quebec for giving ligit weight; for 1 take
toes should be changed it would be a serious it that nine out of ten of the dealers will
one, and I myself would not support it ; but not know that this law bas been passed at
where we are adopting the weight of a mea- ail. If the potatoes grown in Quebee were
sure which bas not been fixed by any law confined for sale and consumption to that
of Canada, and bas only been fixed by cer- province, there would be no objection to this
tain municipal regulations, I do not see that amendment, but as they are sold in other
there is a reasonable objection to the Par- provinces where the regulation is 90 lpounds
liamuent of Canada fixing the weight of such to the bag, then I maintain that the regula-
measure in the province of Quebec. It would, tion in Quebec should be the same.
in my opinion, be unfair for the members The MINISTER 0F INLAND REVENUE.
from other provinces to object to that. It would appear at first siglt that this mat-
Of course. as suggested by my hon. friend
(Mr. Fortin), if we pass this law it will the more we discuss It the greater the ditli-
override any municipal regulations imposing culties appear to be. In order that we inay
a penalty for the bag of potatoes not being consider it better I move now that the com-
90 pounds. nittee rise, report progressami ask leave te

It wouldapear at frst sighthatths sit agamn.
r. . je lion. gen emLau ( jyr.

Fisher) is not well informed as to the cus-
tom in other provinces, because it is a very
common thing in Ontario to sell potatoes by
the bog. It is distinctly understood there

Cnmmittee rose and reported progress.

SUPPLY-THE BUDGET.

that a bag of potatoes shall be one bushel The MINISTER 0F FINANCE (Mr. Field-
and a half, or 90 pounds, and consequently It ing> unoved that the buse resolve jîseif
would be very confusing to make this into committee to consider of the Ways and
change. If we look at the market quota- Means for ralslng the Supply te be granted
tions in Montreal and Toronto and find that te ler Majesty.
potatoes are selling at so much a bag; then He sald: I rise te move, Mr. Speaker. in
If the standard of welght be different in the accordance with notice, the motion whicl
two cities, one would have to enter into an vou have put from the Chair, and before con-
elaborate calculation to find the compara- e iy remarks 1Ishah place upauîi1ie
tive value of potatoes In these markets. That Table o! the House a serles o! reselutions
weuld be, te say tIe least, confuslng. te whidh It Is my desire te, Invite the atten-

tion of the House.
Mr. CLANCY. We have at present a good A ititle less than one year ago, under ci-

Iaw fixing, the number o! pounds for eac cumstances whih perhaps marked tfe grat
bushel ofpototees. and ne matter what the ioien as ne o!sot e Importance In thetyis-
size o! a bag o! potatoes nay be, it cen- tory o! Canada, I ad the honour te deliver
tains zan equivalent for thebushel or some ln this liuse niy first Budget speech.
proportion perhaps ln excess o! it. I ami un- lln rising tofday thperfora a similar duty,

aile *to sce that thc proposed amendmentIabn sure that [Ihave ample groundtion
would rlieve the fasr ,oers ftrom tcneccssityi which te ongmratulate the atouseton theon-
(if veighing their potaoes. Suppose we fix dition of thec ountry, and on the resuts o!

s1hel of potatoes at 80 pounds. and that a the poley of tso Government whinh It ias
fa î'metr without ireglîing it puts in 79 pounds.;,; iny privilege to annaunce te the Hou>, in
lie wou abstil be subjest t penalties as pro- April last. Canada has had an erentful
tideil nderuie municipal regulations. This tyarh a year mark iby great political ad-
:x nîendment dees net relieve hlm of the, vancement, materlal progress and sîcadily
propssity o weighing. In my opinion it is ainerasing prosperity.
laertous thing tehange the law tesuit Iolo wing the usual practice In Budget

evr l whim and change that may be su - speeches, sha l first ask the attentione the
e igedh thevery punicipality in Canada ieouse te a brie revyew o th operations of

the financlal year 1896-97, whlch ended on -the
Mr. TAYLOR. If potatoe8 that are grow a3th oliJune atfthe Gaccounts o! which have

ln the provincehe! Quebec werc marketed been n the possessionce! the House for sine
Mr. FISHER.
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