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of Great Britain and Ireland, where many | prises of his life after Parliament met
thousands of the electors have not the and he found the Liberal party redeem-
slightest idea of many of the questions be- |ing the pledges they had made previous
fore the country nor any knowledge of the ;to the elections, and I am vindicared to-
relations of the political parties. Every-|night in the speech he has just made
body knows that from the frequent electoral ! in which he expressed his unqualitied sur-
contests that take place in Canada, the ! prise that the Liberal party, who, for
great mass of the people are not only isome ten or twelve years past have pledged
thoroughly intelligent, but thoroughly well | themselves in and out of the House to
informed on political questions, and in a :the introduction of just such a Bill as we
position to give an intelligent expression of - have hefore us now, should have redeemed
their opinion upon them. I therefore do ' that pledge on fhis occasion. The Liberal
hope that before this measure is pressed :; party are mindful of their pledge and not
to a conclusion, the Government will give . unmindful of the handsome majorities they
careful attention to the advisability of ; have received, and in redeeming that pledge
adopting a simple franchise, adapted to the : they are carrying out the wishes of the
whole country—one that will be inexpen-{large majority of those who veted for them
sive, and that, with a proper registration, ; at the last general election. The hon. gen-
will remove almost every objection that has: tleman is to be cobgratulated on the mild
been urged against this measure. ; and quiet way in which he to-night address-

Now, Sir, I am at a loss to understand ! ed himself to the subject under discussion.
why hon. gentlemen opposite should de-: He commenced in the afternoon with his
nounce so fiercely the present law. I look ; usual vigour. but as time went on he became
upon it is an act of base ingratitude on their : mxld_er, and after dinner we found him re-
part. Why. Sir. what has the present law suming the discussion in a still milder tone.
done for them ? We had the local fran-‘ For scme unaccountable reason we found
chises in this country in 1867 ; the Liberal: the hon. gentleman evincing i mildness alto-
party were badly beaten. We had them in: gether foreign to his character. and which
1872 : again they were badly beaten. We: Only can be accounted for hy some extra-
had them in 1874, when, as hon. gentlemen : ordinary influence? What is the cause? How
OI)DOSite know, they got a snap verdiet from ' is it he lS‘ not thl.ln(lex"ing tO'night as usual
the country before the country understood :On the delinquencies of the present Govern-
the question that was under consideration. ment ? IMow is it that he has not been
But that was the only occasion down to:charging hon. members on this side with
15891 on which they succeeded. Out of seven 'having lost the confidence of the electorate ?
elections, they were beaten every time but; How is it he does mot tell us that the
one under the very provincial franchises -remarkably intelligent provinee from which
they now propose to bring into operation. : he has the 1_10119111' to come has listened to
Now. since this law has been on the| the weary diatribes which he and his friend

Statute-book. we have had three elections. : and lieutenant beside him (Mr. Foster) have

And in the last of these they succeeded, go-: Uftered since the session began and has
ing to the country without a poliey. without : shown that 1E _saw some strength in their
a principle, without anything except the arguiments. Sir, the whole secret of the
prestize of my hon. friend opposite (Mr. ! n’uldness and quietness with which the hon.
Laurier) which, I confess, was a very great . Sentleman addressed the House can be
souree of strength. and I look upon it as an ; found in the telegraphic despatches which
act of great ingratitude to the present law have just reached us from the provinee of
that they should denounce the very means 3'9"“ Segtla. Sir, to the three weeks of
by which they succeeded in obtaining oftice, | Wasted tiiie for which the hon. gentleman
I am quite sure that the more hon. gentle-: ’¥AS accountable he has just got his answer
men opposite think of this question, the gom h‘: ,[I)“}t’.ve province. He sent perhaps
more they will find that the adoption of such 1¢ MO8 orilliant and able of his lieutenants
a Bill as this will be fraught with great in-§ own there to take charge of the campaign.

"  xr el R ;< He resorted, I have no doubt. to those de-
jury to the country, will give great dissatis-; _: ) ! PUDE.

faction., and be attended by none of the ad- to oo than whom no one knows better how
vantages which we all agree an election law | 2 USe. to carry the elections. and although

. s T halt the Liberal party in that province were de-
should possess, and they will find, I believe, prived of the assistance of my hon. col-

sufficient talent and ability among them- 1 S L
: s o . | league. the Finance Minister (Mr. Fielding).
selves to devise a cheap and inoffensive mea who has been compelled to remain in his

sure that would apply to the whole of Can- ¢
adla. and that wepzll)egd not be ashamed of, 1I\-Ilou§3. 3:et. under the leadership of the Hon.
and under which all members elected to this itsr'l (;cazl.lll g&‘;ﬁe?%tu?ﬁ‘}vtiﬁfﬁvh&sghﬂeﬁgﬁg to

S8 ine. G, ¥ " ers,
House would stand on the same footing thirty-two to support Liberalism and five

\ 7D | to support the Tory party. Sir, I think th
The MINISTER OF MARINE AND " s n e
FISHERIES (Mr. Davies). 1 ventured at a | 10D gentleman is to be commiserate.
public meeting which was held a short time| Mr. CRAIG. From the sea alone.

ago. to express my opinion that the hon.| The MINISTER OF MARINE AND
gentleman would receive one of the sur-| FISHERIES. Slowly but surely, not from
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