
2. 

Last September in Wyoming, when my  friand  Mr. Baker 
suggested that we hold a round of talks on this probleffi 
outdoors, under the open skies the weather was  favorable  
to us. It was not windy, or raining, nor was the sun too 
hot. This is the point I want to make: the idea of Open 
Skies is only good in conditions of good international 
weather, and prerequisites for it have now been created. 

We are abandoning the primitive concepts asserting 
that human and state entities are inherently aggressive. 

We are taking a different view of the problem of force, 
becoming aware that it cannot help solve even the most 
trivial disputes, to Bay nothing of intricate conflicts. We 
understand that to acquire the resources needed for 
development it is cheaper and easier to buy them on the 
market than to  seize  them, that technology cannot be 
captured by force and made to work. 

In the final analysis anything open, Whether skies or 
land, begins with open thi;lking. It alone is capable of 
recognizing and establishing as a norm the vital need to 
exchange information and openly seek to identify the truth 
and the universal, national and personal interests. 

Over the past few years proàreseJ.ve thought has made 
major advances in understanding openness as the principal 
factor of any progress—intellectual, material and social. 
This process has also affected the area of security, in 
which for many years both sides played a game of hide-and-
seek. 

The historic threshold was crossed when at the 
Stockholm Conference all European states accepted the 
principle of on-site inspections. 

Now this principle is being practically applied in 
verifying the destruction of nuclear missiles and se part 
of confidence-building measures.  We  have thus tar not 
heard a single complaint that inspections and verification 
have impinged on anyone 9 s eecurity. 

The euccess and usefulness of verification are so obvious 
and its sphere of application  has  expanded so much, covering 
not only military matters but also environmental, 
humanitarian, economic and other problems, that there is 
even a risk of complacency. 

But it is too early to become Complacent. Therefore, 
sPeaking of the Open Skies concept, one could logically ask: 
Do we need another type of verification when there are 
satellites, and inspector teams working on the ground? 


