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‘between the parties,

HAPTER

i As the period under review Opened, the
Royal Zaotian Government and the Fighting Units of
the Pathet Lao were continuing their negotiations to
reach. a settlementrin accordance with the Geneva
Agreement.  However, it became apparent by the end
of April 1957 that the parties ware‘encountoring
diﬂficultieé of various kinds and the Commission
felt that the two sides should be officially
encouraged to reach a settlement with the leasi' |
possidble delay, This the Commission did in its
¥esolution of May 16, 1957 (Annexure 1) which -
recommended that negotiations be contimued with the
utmost vigour, urged that the Jotut Political and
H4litary Committees established by the parties be
utilized to the maximum extent possible and called
upon the parties to observe scrupulously the Cease-
Fire, Béth parties expgessed a Qili;ngness to.
aceept the recommendation contsinad in the resolution;
8, At the end of May a political erisis
developed and the Government resigned on May 31,
bringing about a suspension in the negotiations

As the Governmental crisis
became prolonged, doubts arose as to when the
negotiations would be resumed, and it appeared

possible that a complete geparation might occur

between the parties. The Commission felt, therefere,

that action by it mighp serve to bring the parties

Closer together. On July 15 the Commission

adopted a resolution ( Annexur

‘ttention‘of the parties to th

¢ 2) drawing the

e resolution of
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