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injuntion,-'" It is unseasonable and unwholesoîue in ail niontb

that have flot an -r " in their name, to eat an oyster."

But, if the beginning of'the oyster industry in the 01

World be shrouded in obscurity, rio less is it difikuit nlo

to trace when the fishery began to, be pursued in Prince E4dwar

Island. Irhe importance of the industry as it obtains liei

assumes considerable magnitude when it is observed thiat ail tl

oyster fishing groundsof Canadia may be said to group arour

this wonderful little Island;- and notwitbstanding that largec quai

tities are flshed on the opposite shores, Prince IEdward Islai

naturally holds first place both in point of present produvcti(

and future possibilities.
It is îndeed well known that in the. forties, Bedeque Ba y,

which now stands the progressive- town of Sumnierside, pr

duced considerable quantities for export, and the size and qnali

of the Bedeque oyster lias neyer'been surpassed. But with t:

exception of some sinall'coves where a few may stili be procur

for home use, or to seli at ' "fancy " prices, the old be

ar- n:)w, to, ail intents and purposes, dead. Mud-diggers-tli

bogie of. the oyster expert's dreams-have been knlown
penetrate twen
feet, tlirouj
sheils on thesec

f beds, whichi fact
N itself is a patE

evidence of the o
time plentitude

li, which we hear (
~ W W ~ fatherstalk. Itv!

A Cu rTA N I>1» i flot 'before the e

of the saine decade that the long bidden wvealth of the now

mous Malpeque or Richmnond Bay, two miles distant overland

the nlorthern side of the Island, acknowledged niow-a-days tço

par excellence the natural home of the oyster, was at le-ni

discovered.
It is reasonable to suppose that scientific investigation î

the oyster expert had not at that early date corne inuch ii

vogue, and hence the uriparalleled adaptability of this whole 1


