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MUNICIPAL MEAT INSPFCTION
BY T. E. MILNCE,

DEPUTY STATE VETERINARIÂN, HARRISBURG, PA.

Some of you xnay wonder, especially State service, just as the State is te the
tiiose of yen wlio are engaged in general Federal service. Working, then, witli this
practice, wliy the question of meat inspec- end ini view, the question arises, How are
tion is given such. a prominent place ecd we going to proceed so that the system will
year on our program. There are varions be uniform and ail localities of the State
reasons for keeping thc subjeot before thc adequately protected? Iu our judgrnent,
inembers and having matters pertaining the oniy practical solution is for tieceities
thereto discusscd at our meetings. It is and towns to provide local inspection with
now gcueraliy recoguized that in order for municipal siaugliter bouses. This is nlot
an individual to properly fil tic position by auy means a new scieme, but, on the
of meat inspecter (I refer 110w to a posi- otier hand, it has been tried out, net only
tion of independent responsibility) lie in this country, but ini various countries
should be a qualificd veterinarian. If tien of the Oid World, and with great suceesa,
it is neeeRsary, in order to properly aill not oniy fromi a financial. point of view,
suicl a position, to have, amoug other but other ways.
things, adequate veterinary traiuing, the Unfortunateiy, the butchers, in some
subject of meat inspection should be a part localities at lcast, have been unfairiy dealt
of our program. witi by the local officiais adopting ordin-

Tis is not, liowever, to my mind, the auces and regulations which. forbid the
most important reason for keeping the erection and operation of a siaugliter bouse
subject alive by frequent discussions at the within the borough or city limits. On ae-
meetings. If meat inspection, in order to couint of this, thc oniy thiug for tic butch-
be properly carried on, cornes within the er to do is to go outside, away from. the
jurisdiction. of veterînarians, tien, xnost city water and sewer connection, boti of
asurely, they should sec that the con- whicli are very necessary, aud build bis
suming public in their respective localities siaugliter house. lu such cases lie usuaily
i. adequateiy safeguarded against un- selects a site some backwoods, perliape near
wholesome meats. This, like ail other simi- a spriug, where lie can get enougli water
lar matters, can best be donc-mi fact, can to wasli the carcass, but seldom suficient te
only be done-by earefuliy educating the properly eleause the siaugliter room. Again,
public so that tie need of inspection may lie bas to contcnd with tic question of pro.-
be made mauifest. per drainage and disposai of his refuse and

The State meat inspection service lias offal. Opèrating under sucli conditions,
been trying, in so far as- it is possible, there is always a temptation to kecp hogs
to co-operate wîti the Federal meat in- to eat the offai aud refuse, which is not
spection service. In fact, broadly speak- oxily unsanitary, but is expensive in a.
ing, we mniglit regard the State inspection great many cases, on account of tlie hogs
an auxiliary to the Federal inspection. A developiug sucli diseases as choiera, tuber-
number of our municipalities have pro- culosis, etc. It is not uncommon to flud
vided for local meat inspection, some of in offal-fed hogs echinococcus cysts in the
which are independent of the State, while liver, to say nothiug of other serions con-
Chiers have adopted ordinauces in accord- ditions traceable to this flltiy practice.
suce with what is known as the State Meat Experience bas showu that if ciean, whole-
Inspection Law of 1907, and are co-operat- some meats and nieat products are te be
ing with the State Live Stock Sanitary produced and placed upon the market, it
Board. We are of the opinion that in ià absolutely necessary for the slaughtering
oeder to render thc bcst possible service to be doue and the meats prepared and
in protecting the public against diseased. stored under favorable conditions. In
and unwholesome meats the varions local other words, not a building located in the.
municipal meat inspection services uiould rural districts sud in a ravine or hollow,
co-operate with and be an auxiliary to the with practically no water and drainage,

peet to the' penngylvania state Vetoelnary Medical Amcadn March, IM, a PliWaelpia, and rev1sed for 7he pulie
EcaWih .Tot4ra.


