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guests for a fortnight. Again, in in-
creasing the number of good books, we
may utîlize 'the Christmas-gift mania
wghich runs its fierce course at the close
of each year. Then countiess lace
liandkerchiefs, embroidered tics, and

other forms of art needie work spring

to existence and change hands; and al

this time an attractive volume of the
Everyman 's Library may be had for
forty cents.

Tn buying books wc may well begin

at sorne center and work out-Shake-
speare, of course, as the grcatest, or

Lowell, to name a charming Arnerlýean
-and graduaily accumulate what lie

has written and the bcst things that
have been writtcn about him. And

how. the appetite gruws with what it

fceds upon! Thcn, too, there will be

some better books for the lighter

moments. Thus, one of the most prom-
inent teachers in the country reads

"Treasure Island" regularly two or

three times a ycar and cnjoys

Jirn Hawkins and John Silver
with ail the zest of an oid-

time friendship. Again, there wiiI

be the cie-ver talk of such clever people

as Arnold Bennett in his "How to Live
on Twenty-four ilours a Day," or the
brilliant, chatty pages of Samuel
Crothers and Agnes Repplier. Further-
more, there wili be some books that
challenge our best thought, sucli as a
volume of Carlyle or Matthcw Arnold.
In these days, when many of us take
our enjoyment from canned music, the

canned theatre, and canncd locomotion,
it is good for our mental health thus to
wrestle each day for a time with soute
one who calis forth ail our powers of
mind, as Dr. Johnson felt of Burke. It
is good to take some great thought or
magie phrase and to ruminate and

digest it, and to know that it has be-

come a part of our mental being. Some-
times it rnay he a few lines from iler-
riek's "To Daffodils," which may open
our eyes to the beauty and meauing of
life; sometimes Wordsworth may show
us the heavens lying ail about us; or
Shelley may eaul us to risc to a finer
spiritual ether; and we-do we e-ver

give them audience, or do we spend al
of our leisure reading moments upon
the Ladies' Home Journal and tbe
Saturday E-venin g IPost?

PREPAREDNESS

Tt is truc that I have been trying to
keep out of the sehools distinctively
military training, but that does not
mean that I arn opposed to prepared-
ness. On the other hand, I amn wishing
that the state might conscript every-
body to give some service to the state,
under a plan of constructive prepared-
ness, commandeer evcry seifish luxury
and waste and indulgence, eaul to the
colors periodicaily every useful skiii
and science and art and industry, and
compel a general mobiiXzatiou for the

common defense of our ideals, but not
alone with the gun. And I arn opposed
to compelling the boys in sebool to take
the gun end of it eceept as a final neces-
sity, not because 1 want them to be
spared any hardness or discipline, but
because I do not want them to carry
into a new generation the idea that this
fighting with the gun is the supreme

or only valor or means of patriotie ser-
vice. Wc of our generation may have
to stain our bauds with the blood of

oùr world brothers, but it werc better
so if we could only let our chiîdrein

build with unstaincd bauds the thing
we desire for our beloved country.

For sec what we are doing: we talk

with patriotie air, wc boast of what

we'Il do and dare, and then-we make

the boys prepare to do it. Let us who

have the vote put the service upon our-

selves and give our boys that basic

physical training, nurture of spirit and

discipline of mind whieh wili not only

enabie them to endure hardness but will

make them wiliing and eager to under-

go later speciai training to take our

places if need be.-Extract from an ad-
dress by John H. Finley, New York
Commissioner of Education.


