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WREN~ witnesses condemned by their character and the nature of their
C&ling are brought forward to impeach som-e of the highest personages in
the land, the publie will do well not to lend a credulous ear to the accusa-
tiOli. The Pali Mail Gazette expects its statements to be believed on the
ov'iden1ce of procuresses and abandoned women. A sligbt acquaintance
Weith criminal statisties will show that the ]ast hope of the worst criminals

* often is to stand well with the world. Probably of one-haif of the
rlmrderers who end their lives on the gallows, though there is not the
8lightest doubt of their guilt, the last word is a lie protesting their
inn1ocence. Bad as they are, they wish to appear in the eyes of the world
e inno1cent victirns. With other criminals the desire to appear innocent,
e nd if Possible the victims of wrong, is îîot less strong. What more
"'8tural than that individuals of the class of which the Pail Mail Gazette
lie become the champion, should seek to show that they are not worse
bot better than people occupying high positions in society 1 There

reason why the vanity which boasts acquaintance with distinguished
thelnbers of society sbould leave these people when they become vicious;

tevaunit May well give them, in their own eyes, a sense of importance,
enid therefore it is natural that it should be uttered. But the fact that it
le ottered is no more reason why it shou]d be believed than that credence

Bhudbe given to the dying protest of the murderer, convicted on the
elaetevidence, of his innocence. Few tbings interest the world more than

the 8tOrY of the betrayal of confiding innocence. The informants of the
pait Mfalt Gazette have naturally known how to produce the greatest effect
by Playinlg upon this string; and the gatherers of the sensational stories, if
they hald their wits about them, must7have known that thcy were palming

onf "'the public as undoubted tru'ths horrors of which the veracity is
'triInely doubtfuî. It is pretty plain that they have no desire to have

th' Dlleged facts probed in a court of justice. The threat to produce the
Prince of Wales, judges of the land, and members of Parliament as

Wilesses, if put on their defence, shows how anxious they are to be let
%lone. That anxiety has its root in the consciousness that they have stated
Illore thanl they can prove. The needless parading and the industrious

ougertiO o avice, minute pictures of which must always be demoralizing
nOeagainst society, and it is a crime of which no one, not even the

silito' of the Pall Mail Gazette, would like to be found guilty.

~1IIuEmpire in India being one of the topics of the hour,
the ilay's Essay on Warren Hastings bas been appropriately chosen by
the jji* iySenate as a subject for the matriculation examinations;

and Mercer .Adam bas edited it with useful introductions, historical
lof thcl for High School uses. The Indian Empire was not a

*ofthe British Government: Chatham had nothing to do with its forma-
tonraphr
Ï tie rw ise than by breaking the rival power of France on a distant

Rr It Was the work of two great adventurers, Clive and Hlastin,s the
bo0tI tfwhonm was theconqueror wbile the second organized the conquest, and

Ir4Of whoni have enjoyed the flot unmixed advantage of being historically
%is8hed by Macaulay. Tbe genius of Hastings was recognized by Clive

%t4 a adniirably adapted to bis part. To the bighest cultivation and the
nl8 'tatesman-l.like breadtb of mind bie added the coolest courage and the

in~rnvincible resolution. Surrounded at Benares by a furious swarm of
et 0natives, and in the extremity of personal peril, hie contrived

coin "Ind Out two despatches, one of xvbich was an order to the

Othn.ander of the nearest British force to hasten to bis assistance, the
lit .l a set Of instructions for an agent negotiatingy a treaty on a

It e ld. There can be no doubt that hie saved the infant Empire.

dley Urll certain that he won the hearts of the natives and left at bis
4th8rea naine of whiéh tbey long spokewith reverence, notwithstanding

O te~ciry character of his Government, wbich indeed was no fault in
extre ta o el'. To raise forces for the defence of the Empire in i ts

l4 wic' ond Prl he extre mnyron, its feudatories in the samne way

Vilollut.* Irdan sOvereigns extorted it and certainly not to a larger

Pltt ha orst act was the Rohilla war; and it remains a mystery
fo J "t alng defended him on that charge could turn round and vote

w il .oeachnlent on the charge of exacting from Cbeyte Singh a sumi

'~4 b~ We elieve, adnmitted to bave been less than that feudatory
peu Und t0 f urnish. That Hastings liad not been guilty of the enormous

tt tos of wich Burke accused bim seems to be proved by the fact
l] e Wa ttal ruined by the expenses of the trial, and that bis

Old age was rescued froimi indigence only by tho liberality of the

-lay.he had a coul above thef t, and if ho broke the rules of right it

i8 th8 tresto the power whicb he served. Con(luest is oqet

y Rkill , an swer to Burke's invectives, and the one in etl'ect giveri
~elounce domi bis fainous defence of Stockdale. Burke did inot propose to

dnnon in India, whuîe he persecuted the man who bad pre-
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served it ini what was probably the only, thouglh a most equivocal way.
Burke's impulses were often more pereonal than bis devout biog rapmers
suppose ; bie bad beeu stung by the f ail of bis party upon an Ind'iani Bill
of whicb. be no doubt was in part the frauîer, and lie had leagued himself
with Hastings' venomous enemny Philip Francis. That he had a generous
sympathy for llindoo wrongs and sufferings no one will question ; but hae
had also a feeling ngainst the advcnturer who liad tranipled on those idols of
the orator's imagination, ancient dynasties and consecrated customs. Burke
seems always to have forgotten that lie was himself an adventurer, and an
adventurer wbo had not been too proud to received a large eum of tuoney
front a political patron. The frenzied violence of his speeches was in itself
alinost enough to assure the acquittai of ilastings. Macaulay is ini this Essay
as everywhere brilliant, but unitrustworthy ; he writes from secondary
authorities ; overpaints everything for affeet ; trusts ini rhetorical contrast
and antithesis; and if he does not actually pervert facts fuils in inost freely
from bis own imagination. His account of Sir Elijah Jmpey, whose
character furnishes the shadow of bis glaring picture, is we are persuaded
grossly overcharged, thougb the case bas neyer been thoroughly subjected
to critical investigation. The portrait ini trutlh is that of an almost
impossible monster. That Hlastings wvas the real inover in the indictmient
and execution of Nuncomar, Macaulay tells us in bis (dictatorial way, can
be doubted only by a biographer or art idiot. It is doubted, nevertbeless,
by the most recent writers on Indian history, who deny that there is any
trace of connection other than coinicidence in time, and caîl attention to the
fact, certainly a significant one, that the case was neyer referred home by
Francis Clavering and Monson, two mortal enemies of Hastings in the
Council. Burke in bis transports of wrath charged Hastings with the
murder of Nuncomar; but the House of Commons repudiated the charge,
and censured Burke for baving made it. A searching inquiry into these
matters is still desired by history.

IS CANADA A BRIT[SIH COLON Y?

RousED fromi the slumber of eighiteen long years the people of Ontario
are rubbing their eyce and asking, therneelves in wondering toues: le this
Dominion stili a Britishi possession? As they gaze around tbem and dis-
cover with wbat sulent yet gigantic strides their Frencb copartners in Con-
federation have advanced towards political supremacy well unay they
stand astounded and crestfallen. Everywhere they flnd evidence of their
supineness and folly. Each succeeding day brings to ligbt some new
proof of Frencb influence and French aggression. They Éee one-third of
the people, by the power which organized faction and religious fauaticism
ever possess over unorganized independence and religious toleration, prac-
tically domninating the remaining two-tbirds. They sec financial aid forced
by threats from the bande of the Federal Government by a Province on the
verge of direct taxation. They see both political parties, Liberai and Con.
servative alike, bidding one againet the other for the support of the French
Canadians, and eacb vieing, with the other in offering as the price for that
support the birthrighit of Ontario. Tbey see the Orangemen of Ontario
narching sida by .side with the Ultramontanes of Quebec in a campaign
againet the interests of their own Province. Tbey see the Liberals of
Ontario, bat in baud, begging from the Rouges of Qaebec permission to exist.
They sec our leading statesmen, Ontario's sons, bowing an rgi bfe
the theocracy of Quebec. They see Protestant volunteers punisbed hy impri.
soument and bard labour for refusing to attend a Roman Catbolic
place of worship at the dictation of their Frencb Canadian officers. Tbey
sec the Government of Canada, representative of the whole nation,
adjourning the Huse of Commons in the midet of a prolonged and busy
session because the day is one set apart by the Roman Catholic Churcli for
the commemoration of a saint. They cee these samne men, "1patriotio "'

Canadians, the Ilfathers of Confederation," sitting in grave deliberation on

public business on t1re day set apart by the country for the commemora-
tion of the birth of the Dominion. Tbey sec legislators in the Parliament
of a British Colony discussing the affaire of that Colony in a language
practically unkuowu to a majority of its members. They sec the French
language, French bistory, French sentiment and Frencb pbilosophy instilled
into the minde of Canadian children in the schools of Quebec, while allegi-
ance to Rome and Pontifical fnfallibility are steadily inculcated in the
churches and homes.

Seeing these things and recognizîng as ail intelligent men must to
what if continued they will finally lead, can tho people of Ontario longer
subwit in silence?' Could but the beroes wbo rose that glorious September
morning long ago on the Plains ef Abraham before tbe astonisbed gaze of
Montcalm and bis troops returu for one brief day to tbe scene of their


