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the WOt bhus widely divorced, it yet remains true that
interesting character, the mnost tragic figure (for-surely the Mo1Çst tragie case is bis, wbo flot nierely despairs

Wh ueth intherea struggles of bis time, but doubtsWehrit be wvortlî while suùcceedingu)-tlie înost tragicfgure, tbe Mt loveable mnan of tbe great Athenian states-
flhen, more Ioving than Pendces, tbe dreamner after perfec-
tion baINcias, tbe well ineaning pietist, than Cle,.n, tbe

VIo )~ emocrat, tuîan Theî'anîerîes, the acaIelnic states-
ManI to say notbing of Eubulus, the Macebiavellian diplo-
inei8f;tand manager of men, wbo (as wve knov Ilion) is more
l'veable even tbani Demostbenes. the fiery orator ai fervide

Patriotw,, tbe single-minded pessimist-the kindly cynic-
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T HjE incident berein brie ly narrated is so exceptional-
80 unique-as to have found no place, yet, in public

record, for even in tbe press of the day. Thougli well kniown~ tbosetolh8e ow and since, at the bead of affairs in tbe Govern-
'nent of Canada, it bias ever been studioîîsly suppressed by
therM for tbe obvious reason tbat it wvas a practical and most
frc t ndemnatioîî of their policy in tbe matter until

1 0illt ifune contra. Tbe Ilsurrender " of
86)by the Hudson Bay Co., of their dlaims to their so-

eae trritori, n the action of the Imperial Government
1 luat oCaada inî tbat regard, wvas but the final formu-

t'o of Rlis Grace's advice and dictate (in effect) as cmi-
p1btieaiiy ai]d eloquently expressed in bis speech in the

reportedO Lords on tbe sulîject on the 4thi July, 1862, as
deortin 1mprial Hansard, vol. 167, pp. 1409-11. The

(for cas then made was in utter negation and repudiation
pro" inau. 11Sýv) of governmiental policy-lmperial and

"'eal-11 su bject up to tbat time. The evidence
on tbj5 Point is in blue books, Imperial and Canadian.

th atCol suddenly, urgentlv and imperiously !-noved
oof a inseoftedy to take sucb a stand in face

fand in direct opposition to, tbe course, and policy adi hoc'
tbe two é4lie asovernments (Imperial and Provincial), of wbicb

ebuîcnos mediunm, can be explained only by tbe

Rs no given by the writer-their humble autbor.
'lei o is Grace bas never been publicly credited with the

'ltiiero,' decî in the matter, and it is but rigbit that,

FAC 15.

\1'IN,157, at tbe instance of certain parties, clîietly fromi
lu'st r Canada and the lRed River' Settlement, the Coin-
lin Committp in England, on tbe subject of opening the

01 lBycompany's, territories for Colonial settlemient,
repor 1, any in com miendation of the seheme.

cin 9)On the expiration then of the lludson's Bay~1pany's1
e51v - lise from the Imperiai Governmcent for ex-
rome p *e in Br)Iitisb Columnbia, colonial settblient, chiefly

t'~ ita" began. The Hudson's Jiay Company, being
eut' geyl ti firmly in possession of the country, prose-

th ""t'i trade flot only iii furs but in otleî' ways
terýgOutte Pa.ciflc -its siope and sea, in tbe.Nortberni

lt t -ed ~tsinfentuce withithe mperial Govern-

~'ber attrition the struggle continued for several years.
gel) een to lie an indifference or passiv e resistance to a

il)ruleo COlnZatioîI on thie Pacific slope, although there wvas
the AlIer, Govenîîmient against it. In the ireantime, also,
if1gtG 'nans fromn California and the territories of Wash-

irtr Don regon, besides a considerable coast trade, wr
0f tb x"eI Utilizin 1 the great raineral and generaîl resources

e Iand and ils iriîî,îediate fi5i1 teemiiii shiorets.
pet' inder tbese circumnstances the British Colorîists, therelied and prcssed the Imperial Govern mient for protec-

tion, and more espocially for the nîcans of intercourso, say,
by wagon road and telegrapli fine, with Eastern Britishî
North Ainerica. To solve the question of feasibility of sucb
a route the Iniperial Governuient sent the Palliser expedition.
Tbe resuit, in tbe words of its, report, publishied in 1860, wws
as follows, in its conclusion

Stiil tbe knowledge of thc cauntry on the wbole would
neyer la(l mie [Captain Palliser, R.E.,Chief of the Expedition]
to advocate a fine of communication fromn Canada across
the continent to the Pacifie, exclusively through British ter-
ritiiry. The timre bias now gonie by for effectirig sucbi an ob-
ject, and the unfortuniate choice of an astronomical houndary
line bas completely isolated tbe central possessions of Great
Britain froîn Canada iii the East, and alsio alost debarred
tbemn froni any eligible access front the Pacifie Coast on the
WVest."

The wvîiter kniew the abov e to be positively incorrect,
for lie hall lîjîtîseîf, in early life wvitlî bis father and faîuily
of other young children-one of themn boni in nuidwiriter at
one of tic passes (the Yellow Head)-crossed froîîî the East
to the Pacifie, Astoria, at the mouth of tbe Columubia, -ad
after four years of sojourn and extensive travel tlîrouglîout
the country returned f romi the Pacific to the East. Tbere is
no book record of tbis, save in the regular Presidential Ad-
dress of Chancellor Sandford Fleming, C.MU.G., etc., Presi-
dent of t le Royal Society of Canada, in 1889, pp. 112- 13, iii
Bancroft's History of British Columbia, and in Appleton's
CyclIopa'idia of Anienican Biograpby, McLeod (John) and son,
Malcolm.

Besides tliat. the writeî' bad a larze store of journals,
letters,, reports to the Iludson's Bay Company, plans ani
band mnaps made ini the field-some with inuch detail, sncb
as that of the 'gorge of the Fraser in its discliaige into the
Pacific- the exploration and solution of whichi had, aîîîongst
othier tliings, been chargedi to tlîe writer's, father. Fraser
(Simon), after wbomi the Fraser il, called, liad flot nax igated
tbat river with'n two bundred ani fifty miles of its mouth.
Not until twenty years after Fraser's abortive attempt ivas

it un in 1828. Thle writer had the journal of the feat, and
as evidence of the feasibility, for railu'ay, of tbe route, pub-
lishied it in bis book, Il Pence River." lie saw and handled
tlîe canoe-a magnificent bark (bircb) of about fiv~e fatholns,
witb its peerless crew of eigbu- on its course of over tlîree
tbousand miles froin lludson's Bay (Atlantic) to the Pacific.

in face of sncbi a fact, aîîd of tbe earlier like fact of the
solution of the problemi of a North-West passage by Sir
Alexander McKenzie, witb terminus further north, in
the latitude of England's Liverpool, and to a warmeî' sea,
the Imperial report of Palliser just quoted mîade strange
reading to those of the new Greater Britain beyond the
Rocky Mountains. Tbey-nost reasonably-did flot believe
in any such Chinese wall.

On the east side of tbe mnountains-about Midwvay be-
tween tbemi and tbe great Atlantic port of Mont real -was
anotber nlucleus of nascent Greater Britain, knowni as the
ISelkirk Settlement " of tbe Ried River of our North. Tbey

too-imigbity mcn cbildren boru in tbe wildcrness-were
earnestly seeking disenthîraîniient f rom tbe chîartered bonds
of a proprietary goverrument that galled tbein. hncreasod
to tbousands ; groîvn to virility ; thoy clainicîl and, iii every
so-called constitutional way open to thein, applied for civil
liber'ty iii any forai Crown Colony even--till adlvancedl
enou gb foi' self -govr e'înt.

Petitioiî after petition-ex'er in respectfui ternis-was
sent by thie Settlcmient to lier Majesty. Asking bread,
they got a stone. Still, witli a nobility of sufferng aiîd sub-
mission whichî ougbt, in coin on bumanity, to have coin-
manded betteî' regard, they lived on. Sorne balef ul influence
- strongrer than the Thî'one it,ýelf, iii that it, conti'olled for
the tiluie, ad rein, the executive of Inîiperiai Governinent-
baulked these efforts, for civil liberty.

Worse stili, thiose iii the saine great field and viineyard,
to whoin, naturally, these settiers looked for fraternai aid,
weî'e against thein. The (oe'iptof Canada, as theîî ad-
iniistered, xvas really, tbouglh but secretly, working against

them. In that there was, of course, a motive ; but in its
darkness, intense personal selfishness, and utter rocklessness,
one sO unreasonable that its open avowal would biave been
prejudicial, if flot disastrous, to their position as the Govern-
ment of Canada-it found no tougue. On thisî point more
igh-lt be said in explanation, but theî'e is no need for- the

presen t.
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