
Yli.E CULTURE OP CHILDROOD. 1.

t>uglit to keep bis heart pure a.ud bis life righit. Hie will
carry in his heart aperpetual moniitor and gutide. Where-
as, to a mind thoroughly dispossessed of the idea of God,
conscience wiIl be but a namie or a delusion, and duty but
another word for usage -or utility. Not ouly tho religions,
but the moral, life will finally depend on reverence for
that ]3èing wvho loves righteousiiess and looks with ablior-
rence on iniquity.

Secondly, it shou&ld be iii childh.ood, because it is the
time for it. Everything lias its season. Tlhere are senti-
mnents and affections wvhich, left unawah-ened in childhood,
will probably neyer be roused to any con trolling activity,
and this is one of thern. If a cbild have no respectful
,feelings for superiors, or affection for parents, it is in vain
to hope. that they will corne with age. If the conscience
of *childhood is îiever awakened by being appealed to, you
look ini vain for any. great moral sensibility in manhood.
JTust so, with the religious sentiment. If childhood passes
a-way without ils being awakened ; if al the carly associ-
ations - -wýhicla, once fixed, are as difficuit to, be inoved
as the fouindations of a house - the associations wit h man,
and duty, and nature, and human life - are once forrned,

Jeaving God out; if ýthis appropriate season be neglected,
the man mnay afterwarcls have ail tlue philosophy of religion
in his head, but he wvill have but littie of the religions
spirit in bis h.eart. .And bèsides, if there be this neglect,
the mind is3 not left vacant, but, ini the place of those
which ou ght to exist, spring up other sentiments, passiôns,
intere sts, which absorb the nutriment of the soul, - a

thlick overgrowth, beneath whose shade the. religious senti-

ment struggles up vainly to wards the air and ligh.t. For
this.reason it is, that; the wisest anid best men have been
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