50

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

[June 13,

1

pulpit, the bar or the hustings. After having
conquered the privilege of reading and
speaking, and learned how to use it, they
aspired to speak out of the walls of their
drill.room and they enterved in the fourth
estate. None of those who tounded I, Avenir,
sugpected what this title was, and the reason
why it way, in profound dislike with the
Catholic authorities. L’Avenir was the name
of ‘a philosophical paper established nnder
the Restoration of the Bourbons by Lawen-
ais and Lacordaive. lts liberal tendencics
having been condemued by the Pope, Lacor-
daire submitied to the decree, but LamenAais
died without retracting anything. lgnorant
of the antecedents of the name, some of the
young men of the instituie started a small
quarto sheet under that name,  This was
about 1847, J. B. E. Dorion, Esy., now
member {or Drummond and Arthabaska
was the principal mover, in this erterprise,
as he had been one of the most energelic
founders of the institute.  All those who
could write, rushed into that scanty door of
publicity and as an exploding steam, the
ideas 50 long compressed tu their mind
aspiring to invade the cocial, philosophical
aud politieal arenas, this small sheetgradually
extended its size to the extreme limits of the
paper manufacturing establishments of the
continent. In the meantime, the overthrow
of the Orleans Family in Febrnary, 1348,
and the expansion of democratic ideas that
immediately followed, came upon the young
French Canada s 0il thrown upon blazes.

The political leader= since the Union, had
received from public opinion a despiotic or
uncontrolled direction : and it was looked
on in certain guarters, as a kind of revolu

. tion, when they heard this nucleus of a par-
ty uttering some doubts about the sound-
ness of the wpperhand direction. These
young men were all independeni, some very
few by fortune, all by the tendencies of their
mind; and they were maintained in that cou-
dition of freedom by their close and intimate
personal commections.  They wanted to re
form everything and 1o make up for time
lost Ly themselves and their predecessors.
Just about the same ime, Hon. L. .. Pap.
inean refurned into public life, by his elec-
tion a3 the wmember for the county of St.
Mawrice. The jealousy with whicl he was
treated hy the Hon. M. Lafontaine then
1eader of the Lower Canada dominant party,
enlisted for him the sywpathics of the yonng
Canada. who opened theic organ to him
and accepted him as their flaw-hearer,
Bui Mr, Papineau, notwithstanding his
large mind and his power as an orator, had
been oul. of the conntry since the opeiation
ol the Union Aet, and he had lived too long
under u system where opposition was the
normal and unchangeable condition of a
party, to know how 1o make use of the ex-
uberaut activity of the Young Cunada,
who were already older than their leader in
the manceuvreing of the new state of thines
created by the (Tnion. o

Without consultiug any one biit them.
selves the editors of 1)Avenir, who were
twelve or fifieen in number, issued a pro-
gramme of numevous retorms, some of
which would be of questionable usefuluess,
hut the Jprogramme was very substuntial as
# whole.  Mr, Papineau was too isoluted,
in the Parliament of 1848, to attempt any
move, In 1851, two uvr three members
joined him in his Parliawentary opposition,
It the work of the new o Rouge party
was actively continued out of the Legisla-
ture, and in 1834, the success of that cnt-
gide-door work was manifested by the elec-
tion of 15 or 18 membars of the new
school, amongst whom was the Hon. A. AL
Dorion,

Mcr. Dorion had no participation in the
erection of the platform of L'Avenir, but
he was in every way qualified to take in
hand the reins which could gunide his
younger fricnds to a path of practical use-
fulness, With an humble and persnasive
mode of practising firmness, he succeeded
immediately in collecting in his hands the
varied elements of strength diffused among
the unorganized but well-wishing youth of
Montreal, and from his fivst appearance in
the House, he was the tacitly elected and
self-ordained leader of the so-called Rouge
party. .

His first act of leadership showed clearly
that he understood well the relative position
of parties. The Speaker of the previous
Parliament, the ITon. J. 8. McDonald, as
we all recollect, had answared the dissolo-
tion address of the Governor General by a
merited rebule about the irregularity, if’ not
the unconstitutionality of dissolving the
House, for the convenience of the Ministry,
rather than that of the communily, Atthe
openiog of the vew Parliament (1854) there
was o strong party, especially in Upper Can-
ada,, for reelecting the Hon. J. S, McDon-
ald, as a mark of approbation for his manly
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A HUNDRED YRARS, AND TO-DAY.
Porrvicas thinkers in Juae, 1863, have a
centenavy hefore thow pointing the linger of
plilosophy to the events which befel an Eng-
lish military garison in the backwoods of
Amarica on the 4th of duue, 1763, The
New Bugland, New York, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, and Virginian colonies of Great
Britain had beeu through many vears dis-
turhad in their ocean coasting trade, invaded
and plundered by the French colonists of
Acadia, now ealled NovaScotia; and of New
Irance, the territory which is now called
Canuda, Ohio, Michigan, and the great
West and North-west.  And the Awmerican
colonists had invaded and plundered the
French in tuen or before their tuen, 1t was
1o protect the settlers of Mazsachusetts and
others ou the American seaboard that Great
Rritain captared Cape Breton, Nova Scotia,
and 1he fortress of Quehee. American
wiiters, sumindfut ot that histovieal truth,
rovile thie mother country of their ancestors
as Sever aggressive, and over iusolent on
thi= continent,” (Harpers Monthly Magazine
for May, 1863,) wlheress the aggressors were
their own forefathers.

When Quebee was formally ceded 1o
ritain by Franen in 1763, the Indian Chiefs
who had been associated with the French
Canadiaus in harassing the buck settlements
of New York and Pennsylvania, were iu-
formed of that change in the governmental
reiations of white men. They did not acqui-
esce in the change. The Awerican British
colonists had been their enewmies.  They de-
gired to be faithful to their former friends.

Pontiac arose in the North West. In bim,
with the physieal prowess and cruel instinets
of an ludian Chief, were united the prompt
strategy of Napoleon, or of Wellington,
with the patviotism of William Tell, or of
Sir William Wallace. e resolved toexpel
British Americans from Iudian teryitory.
He united the tribes which had been before
hostile. He compelled the ¥rench tosupply
his warriors on the Detroit river with pro-
visions, but like 2 modern statesman, issued
tokens of indebleducss, the hirch bark
bonds of an Indian National Debt. When
General Bradstreet marched out of Pennsyl-
vania [or the relief of Fort Maumee, near to
whiclh the modern city of Toledo, in the
State of Ohio, has arisen in marvellous
growth and prosperity, Pontiac sent him
this missive—*T stand in the path ¥

Ou the mainland of the Michigan penin-
suln stood the log Fort Makinaw, opposite
1o the island, in the Michigan strait, on
which the Americau government is in 1863,
constructing the ¢Gibraltar of the West,’ to
enenro  the military and naval dominionjof
the Lakes, us the recent committee of Con-
gress phrasesit. T'he attack on Fort Maki-
naw was entrusted by Pontiac to Minnawa-
na, » Chippewa Chici, ~The birthday of
the yomng and popular King, teorge the
Third, was the Jth of June, and was ap-
pointed to he celebrated joyously ; and for
that occasion the game of Lu Crosse was
appoiuted to he played by the Chippewas nnd

Sacs.

They played for a stake, given by the
British-American commander; but for a
higher stake knowv only to themselves.
Many soldiers of the gavrison, and the com-
mauding officer caune without the pickets to
witness the sport.  In their feeling of se-
cuvity they left the gates open.  In the heat
of sport the ball was thrown within. In the
intensity of the contestto possess the hall,
the contending Tndians tushed within the
enclosure ; where, rvaising the war-whoop,
the game of La (!rosse ended, and indiserim.
inate slaaghter of the unguarded ilitary
garrisou began, and closed with its destrue-
tion.

At Fort Detroil, where now stands the
beautiful city of that name, Pontiac com-
manded in pevaon, but was foiled.

Rut it is not a hundred years that gives
the measureinent between the patriotic bar-
barism of the Indian and the barbarism of
our civilization. . Thirty years have seen
the sites of the Hourishing western cities a
wilderness. Tt is hardly twenty years since
the main lines of railway penetrated the
western forests and praities; aad now, thir-
teen railvoads connect the populous western
States with the Luke and River shipping at
the great city of Chicago; five railroads
centre in Detroit, seven at Toledo, and all
that are Western and Eastern, and Midlund,
connect with the Lake and inland cansl
traffic at Buffalo. The whole of these are
intimately related to Canada; and the
through lines of this Province ave in inti-
mate union with the roads and rivers and
canals of the United States, Nine nullions
of population have built towns and cities,
and reclaimed the hunting grounds of Pon-
tiac, which remained wastes with only an
occasional village or fort upon their frontier
so lately a3 the time of 1he war of Bighteen-
twelve. Since then too, Upper Canada has
been peopled, reclaimed from waste, and its
cities, canals, and railroads built. The ad-
junets of the industrial sciences in hoth
countries—the wealth that legitimately re-
wards enterprise and industry, the civiliza-
tion that is twin offspring with Christianity—
all are, what? Within the compass of one
day's crimes of Liverpool and Glasgow
Alabama shipbuilders, and their piratical
crews, with the possible indiseretion of an Ad-
miral or Secretary of State; within one day’s
events ol being hurled back a hundred years
—far beyond the barbarvism of Pontiac!
plunged into a savagery of demoniac war,
compared with which the campaign of Pon-
tiac was a mild civilization,

¢1 stand on the path’ was the missive sent
with his embassy to the invaders of his in-
heritance, He sought not to provoke them
to battle. Philosopbieally he hade them not
come.

Canada, this day, in the fuce of the angry
United States, has not the practical philos-
ophy to orgapize, and be ready with the
caution—¢I stand on the path.’ By a sec-
tion of her newspaper press she hag chosen
the course of first making und exasperating
an enemy ; then, at leiswe talking, but only
talking of orgsnizing a defensive force.

And the other section of the press helps to
make an effective organization impossible.
Except Mr. Holton, the Minister of Fi-
nance at Moutresl, who has hecn defeated,
no candidate in these elections now in pro-

zation for the defence of the Province a sub-
ject of leading remark in their addresses.
Tivery political straw ov feather afiecting:
the balance of parties and the feathering of
political nests, hag been magnified to a vital
issne.  But this vital issue, 'shall the people
of Canadn defend their country, their pro-
perty, wives, families, lives and political
existence, or he subjugnted to the dominion
of military America? That has been di-
minished to nothing, or to a hustings jest.

Bewmittances, |

I. W., Ayr; E. O, Brockville; It. W,
Norwood; R. G. S, Elora; T. V., Strat.
tord; T. M., Peterhore; W. A. McC,, Pt.
Burwell; A. 8. L, Toronto; I H. M., Pt.
Dalhousie.

‘the country.

gress, has made 2 military and naval orgasii- |-

BRITISH WORKING MEN IN THE
UNITED STATES.
‘Lo the Jditoc of the Cunadian Hustrated News.

Sir,—An article in your paper respecting
the position of British subjeeis in the United
States has come under my notice, which is
s0 entirely contrary to fact and my own ex-
perience, that 1 feel bound, as one who has
met with nothing but the most {riendly and
courteons treatment, to do what T can to
contradiet it. [ am, Sir, a British subjeet,
resident in Detroit since 1858. Coming
here an entire stranger, 1 am now generally
known throughout the community and
equally well kuown to be a British subject.
I\? profession causes me to mix daily with
all classes, from the highest to the lowest,
and I have yet to meet with an iastance of
discourtesy,much less of insult on any ground
of non-citizenship. At the time of the
recent draft, my name was placed on the
roll as a resident, and in common with that
of hundreds of others, struck off on a simple
personel affidavit, costing only the trouble
of attending at the proper office. A young
relative of mine, also a British subject, who
had voluntarily enlisted, greatly against the
wishes of his friends, was discharged imme-
diately without difficulty, or nse of any
influence, or any application, I being held
by United States law, his guardian, in the
absence of his own friends. Such is my own
experience, and I declare myself ignorant of
a single instance to the contrary, or of the
social persecution of which you speak. The
statements in velation to the diffculty of
obtaining employment are equally contrary
to fact, nor could they be more so. Every
kind of business is embarrassed only for want
of the hands todoit. Common day laborers
are not to be had for less than $11 to $14 a
day, and skilled mechanics average twice
that amount. T have never known my own
business as an Architact so active, and can
vouch that the largest employers vefuse to
sign any time contracts from the uncertainty
of obtaining the nccessary labor, and in a
business of a totally different character, in
which 1 amn intevested the same difliculty
meets us at every twrn.  These and other
like facts I am prepared to substantiate, if
called on, to any extent, and yowr readerz
will make their own deductions, if, as I take
for granted, your sense of fairness inducez
you to publish this letter.

Gorpox W. L1oyn.
Detroit, Mich. Juue 3cd, 1863,

Mer. Lloyd gives references to his personal
respectability which are quite unnecessary :
nov need they be commented on, but to say
that one whom he names as connected with
this office is not.  No person nuned Siddons
has heen or is counected with the ¢ Canadian
THustrated News.’

We willingly publish the foregoing letter,
and doubt not that its author writes as he
believes the facts to he around him. We
also know the courtesy of mangy citizens of
Detroit. By our Great Westeru Railway,

-and Grand Trunk, snd by Lake and River

shipping the Provinee of Canada is in-

timately related to Detroit and Michigan,

and all the West in commercial fortunes.—
We did not call in question the courtesy or
conduct of the masier employers in the
Uniled States,  Our statement was, that
working men, if British subjects vefusing to
run the hazard of the draft, or join the
American Army, are socially persecuted by
Americans  associates, and dviven {rom
They acrive in Canuda by
hundreds every week, and some daily.
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Lorortal, Notick.—Mr. Dorion, Attor-
ney General for Lower Canada, has been de-
feated at Montreal. He will probably be
elected for Hochelagn. The memoir of his
political life, ingerted in this issue, is sug-
gestive. Its great length, with other uaex-

ected inatier pressing on limited space,

as caused articles which are in type to be
postponed. Eaigma writers will see their

contributions in print next weel.



