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japan herseif is doing her best to prevent Canada
being troubled with ber subjects, in the form of emi-
gralits. The emigration law of Japan has been so
amended that a ship can carry i00 emigrants, instead
of 6o, to Hawaii, the former lirait, but emnigration to
Canada remains forbidden, as well as to the United
.States. In both cases, the prohibition is intended to be
in the nature of retaliation, though it is flot retaliation
in kind. But this paper retaliation would flot effeet
much if Canada were to open ber arms to welcorne
Japantese entigrants.

Mr. Hill, of the Great Northern Raiiway, was re-
ported the other day in a dubious teiegram, to be in
great perplexity about the amalgamation 'of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railways with the
Great Northern. That the task is found difficuit need
flot be doubted, in spite of 'the ingenious procese,
which, according to the New York journal of Com-
merce, is resorted to. Consolidation, or any attempt
at consolidation, is not admitted. The contention is
that ,the Great Northern Corporation "is rnerely a pur-
chaser fromt individuals of stock and securities, which
those individuals actually own, and were therefore,
competent toseIl where they pleased to selI them."
Very good, but what about the qrnrchaser? Lias the
Great Northern. been vested with the extraoedinary
power of purchasing this stock? The Northern Securi-
ties Company is apparently used as a go-between, and
its charter professes to confer upon the company the
right to, acquire railroad securities by purchase, sub-
scription, or otherwise." This charter the journal of
Commerce regards as open to attack. Suppose the cor-
poration had a New Jersey charter, enabling it to do
this, the question is whether the process would be law-
fui in the State or States to, be affected by this bastard,
but real consolidation? liere is the secret of the trouble
in which Mr. Hill finds himself. The journal of Com-
merce thinks there is "the strongest possible presump-
tion that no paper permission from the State of New
Jersey can authorize the Northern Securities Company
to, deal with railroads in Minnesota or Montana in an'y
other manner than is permitted by the statutes of these
States."

Severai items of the proposed Australian tariff
have been defeated or reduced, as the measure pro-
gresses through the Legislature, and it is doubtful
whether the bill will be got through, against the strong
opposition before Christmnas.

Fromi Pretoria and fromn Cape Town corne reassur-
ing accounts of the prog-ress of the war in South Africa.
The latter is in the fort» of a speech by Sir Gordon
Sprigg, Premier of Cape Colony, delivered on St.
Andrew's Day, and has, therefore, every guarantee for
correctness. He was convinced that the war wias drawv-
ing to a close; but it was impossible to namne the pre-
cise time at which the close wvould corne. The various
smali bodies of the enemny mnust be wiped out, one after
another, so as to leax'e them no means of contin-ming
the contest. The British would go on till the last figlit-
î»g- Boer had gonie or beeni made prisoner, the hast gunr'
captured, and the last rouind of animunitior, taken. He
also gave a slight view of the plans for the future ini
South Africa, mnany things regarding which have

aiready been settled, and which the British Govern r
wihl publish, when it regards the time opportunie
doing so. For bis own part, Sir Gordon Sprigg was
to say that one of the first things doue, on the returi
peace, would be a customs conference of ail the St
and colonies, a statement which is not quite clear.
federation, he 1predicterd, would corne, and it is
natural sequence of what has happened in Canada
in Austrahia. From Pretoria we get a generai sumir
Up of the progress of the war, for a year. InI
earhy part of last year, the Boers practcally overran
Transvaal and the Orange River Cohony. After L
Kitchener had driven the enemy froma their princ
strongholds, he inaugurated the systern of bhockhoi
for the protection of the raiiways, with the resuit i
instead Of 32 interruptions in November, ig>oo, tF
had flot been one in October or tili St. Andrew's L
this year. This systemn is being extended, and a la
and increasing area is cheared of the enemay. For
hast eight months, the average 1captures of the enc
have been 2,000 per month; 16,ooo in two-thirds of
year. This must in time effectually put an end to
fighting strength of the B3oers.

THE PRESIDENT'S 'MESSAGE.

Pres1dent Rooseveit's first message to Congress de
nates the present high American tariff as the cm bodirr
of a national poficy, in wbich, ho declares, there is a
eral acquiescence. }Ie evidently regards the high ta
which nearly closes the Amer ican mnarket to othber n atic
as the palladium of American commerce and manufaci
ing industry, which must bd maintained at ail baza
Other countries now know what to expect, and it r,
with them to say whether tbey are willing perpetuall,
endurer a system of trade which is, in most cases, whi
one-siîded, when they have the means of redress in ti
own hands. In general ternis President Roosevelt fa%
recip(ocîty ; but the name 15 of no value without a c'
definition. In former times when some other nations
sumed towards the United States the attitude which
United States now assumes towaids the whohe wo
Jefferson once said, and Benton afterwards quoted in j
proval: IlWe shouki say to tbem that free trade à
navigation are not to be given in exchange for jrestrictii
and vexations." So long as t he impassabie Ameriu
tariff is maintained, the American policy is one of resti
tion and vexation. We welcome the. words of Presid
Roosevelt on the subject of reciprocity, as having a p
sibie meaning for good ; but it is unfortunate tliat he 1
neutralized any hope of substantial relief by dogged ý
herenco to an tinequal tariff that repulses the. trade oif oc1
nations. Without an exact definition of the. intenÉ
reciprocity we are at sea without cornpass to guide us ;~ t
we cannot help seeing that the general idea of reciproci
on the. other side of the linos, is to find more extenc
markets for American manufactures. This is the doi
nant idea ini the Amnerican mind; and other nations wh
equally desiro to develop and sustain their own manuf
tures are thinlcing of some means of putting an end to
state of trade, the foundation and support o! whicb i
president spent aIl bis energies ini extolling as the acme
wisdom and perfection. The. message ns a sor disapo
mont, coming as it do.. afler McKinley's avowal that 1
timo for a more liberal tariff policy had corne.
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