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to bring about that end. It was simply a ques-
tion ofconfidence and figurey, not by listening to
compliments and blarney. He would willingly
retire with the general into the library, while
his good friend, Mr. Vune, watld perhnps atroll
about the grounds, taking care to be within call
1f his valuablo services were required.”

Iis good friend Mr. Vane, who durlng lunche-
on had been paying particularattention to some
old and remarkablo Madeira which was on the
table, did not seem at all to relish the plan thus
sketched out. At the tirst, he seemedt Inclined
to muake gome strong and open remonstrance,
but n gluee from underneiath Mr. Delabole's
bushy eyaebrows dissuaded him theretram, and
he contended himsolf by shrugging his shoulders
and lndulging in other mild puntombnie signs
of dissent and objection, Previously to retiring
with Mr, Delabole, Sir Geoflry, with punectillous
cauirtesy, accompanied Mr., Vune to the hall.
door ; polnted out to him where were the plea-
sunitest walks In the growmls, how best to rench
the spots from wheuee the favourite views were
to be obtalned, and handed him the keys of the
conservatory and the gates opening into the
home park. Mr. Vane weceived all this polite-
ness very coolly, (nwnrdly determining to take
the very first opportunity of revenging himself
on Mr. Deinbole for the nneorcmonious treat.
ment recelved at that gentleman'’s hands,

Left to himself, Mr, Vane strolled Ldly about
the grounds switehing the heads oft' the tlowers
with his enne, and cursing Delabale's Impudence
for huving relegated him to the dutles ofthe se-
cond {ddle.

« Make the best ot your time, my goml
friend,” sald he, stretehing himself upon a beneh
shaded by the overhanglng branches of o large
tree, amd shaking his fsws in the dircetion of the
house, ¢ make the best of your time, to swagser
and glve yourself alrs, and show that younare the
head of the concern j while 1 am, or am sup-
pased to be, only one of its pald oflteers ; for
within a week or ten dnys ntthe outskie, I
shinll be my own master, and If you attempt
anything of that kind with me then, I shall be
in o position to tell you my opinton of you in the
very pluinest language. Don’t think I hive not
noticed of late, how very tightly you have
drawn the rope which hinds mo to you ! Tele.
gritph for me when I am away, told to go hore
and there, to find out this and that, brought
down here nnd shunted on one side, as though
1 were a mere clerk, whose business iLis te
make memoranda of what may pass between
thelr exceltenetes. Oh, my good friend Delabole,
youmay take your anth I swill not forget this,
When once my marriuge with Mrs, Bendixen I
an accomplished fuct, and I have the knowledge
that 1 nm beyond any harm whieh you econid
duo me, thon you shall tasto the leek which you
have compelied me sn frequentiy of Iate to
swaullow. 1 whi put my foot on your neck, as
Your live put yours on mine, I witl——IIallon,
whose tnis coming this way 2 One of the gar-
deners, 1 suppose ¢ No, by Jove ! the parson
who was poking about at the station, and who
seemaod o take such tnterest in usand our move-
ments,  Whoat ¢can he want ? Ile must bo n
friend of Bir Geollry’s and makes his way
through the grounds as a short cul from one
part of Lils parish to the other. 1io will see [
am o frieml of the general’™s, and will want to
enter into conversntio. T hate parsons, oami
shan't tuke any notice of him.”

With this amlable resolve, Mr. Vane curled
up his feet beneath him on the beneh, pulled out
a clgar, and was just about to light, it, when,
glaneliz up trom under the brim of his hat, hie
saw the tall figure of the clergyman standing
beride him.

Phillp Vane dropped the clgar, and sprang to
his foet.

« \V ho are you ?" he cried, ¢ and whatare you
dolug bere

s Thero is no oe2asion for yon to disturb your.
gelf,” snid the new comer, quietly lifting his hat,
t My name I8 Drage, and I am reetor of onoe of
tho parishes in Springside. I am speaking to
Mr, Vane, I believe ¢

s That's my name,” sald Vane, shorily, and
resuming his sent, ¢ though 1 ennnot Imagine
how you knew if, unless Yot resd it off my port-
manteau, when you were dodging nboul the sta-
tion this morning.”

w]l knew it before I was dodging about the
station, asg you are politely pleased to say,” sald
Mr. Drage s X know a great desl more about
o, uas you  will tind out, Lefore this interview
is at an end ¥

«'Che deuce you do 1" salil Phlllp Vane, with
a cynical smile ; # [ did not know my fame hnd
extended to these parts. And what do you
know about me, pray, Mr, , 1 tfurget your
name.'”

« My name, T repent, Is Prago "

~ Drage — Drage,” muttered Philip Vane.
i Any refatton of Drage, of Abchurehlane 7

& s son”

® A most respeetable man, holding a leading
positlon In the City, My denr Mr, Drage, 1 am
delighted to make your acquaintance.’”” And he
held out his hand. .

« I do not think,” gald Mr. Drage, but other-
wlse taking no notice of the movement, «1I do
not think that you will be quite so pleasel to
make my acquaintance when you have heard
ail 1 have to say 1"

Phillp Vane looked bard at his companion,
and noted with astonishiment the heetic flush in
Iils cherky, the brightneas of his eyes, the mobite
working of his mouth.

“ You mny say what you please,” he sald,
shortly. ¢ Itis o matter of perfect indifference
to me. If you were in the City, your father's
elerks could telb you what position I hold there,
City men nro cireful In their representation, and
of what they say of enchh other § bul you ure n
parson, and ave privileged 1 suppose

a1 amaparson, It was In that capacity 1
became acqualtited with the clreumstancees, the
knowledgo of which has Induced me to seck
you out. You are about to be murried, Mr.
Vane

#The dullert of laymen counld have told you
that,” sald Mr. Vane, again with n eynicnl
smile ; ¢ tho report wns in the newspapers.”

« I3xactly ; but the point I am coming to hag
not yet found its way {iuto tho newspapers,
though it will probably be published ore
long. "

% And it jg—-2'"

« ]t is that you are married alrendy I

Ag Mr. Drago pronounced theso words a chill
crept over Philip Vane, and for an instant he
felt a8 one stupcfied and b bed. Iut he
spoedily recovered himself, and looking his com-
panion straight in the face, snid :

# Either you have been befooled yourself, or
yor: e trylng to make a fool of me. In the
latte” ~aso o hopeless and dangorous expori-
meat.”

u [ should not attempt to put my wits in an-
tagonism to yours,” sanld tihe rector, quletly,
# but fucts have been sald tobe stubborn things,
and tho marriago register of Chepstow Church,
with the signatare of Philip Vane and Margaret
Plorrepoint in ono of I8 pages, 1a still axtang i

« Who told you of this  asked Vane, breath-
ing hard and speaking lovw.

s Your Injured nnd deserted wifo v

« Ig tho woman who once passed under that
pame st alive 7 asked Vane. anxiously.,

4 Tho Indy who lias the terrible misfortune to
hold that position,” sald the rector, drawing
himself up and looking at his companion with
infinite disgust, ¢ {s alive and wolL."

¥ And you como from her 7

# No, I am liere on her behalf, but not with
her knowledge.”

There was a momentsry silence, broken by
Vane, who satd : ¢« And whbat is the object of
your gecking thls interview with mo ?”

# To warn you that I am cognlsant of the po-
sitlon in you stand ; to warn you agnalnst
the commission of the crime which you con-
tem plute—-"

# And to nsk for a round sum to buy off' the
opposition of yoursclf and your interesting ac-
complice.  Is not that it, Mr. Dragoe 7*°

¢ You scoundrel I said Mr. Drage, # Do you
dare to address such langunge to me—a clergy-
man "

4 If it comes to a question of language,” =nid
Vane, with a laugl:, « I belleve that ¢ scoundrel’
is senrcely a term much bandled about in cleri-
cal soclety,  Asa matter of fuet, I have found
many genticmen of your cloth not less open to
t bribe than the rest of the world.”

# You shall tind one at least who scorns to dis-
cuss even the possibllity of such an arrange-
ment. Lot us Lring this interview to o close ;
you will clearly understand my object In seck-
fng it. Tenme to warn you that it you perse-
vere In carrying out this marrlage, I will most
assuredly hand you over to the law !

4 And I warn you that it you interfere th my
business, 1 wilt kill you !" said 1'hilip Vane,
smvagely.

“ Such a threat has no terrors for me,” sald
the rector,

“ Perhaps not,” said Vane, with a contemp-
tuous glanee at hls compnnion's feeble frame
s however, I will fhidd smino declsive mouns  of
bringing you and your client to reason.”

o Stay,” cried Mr. Drage, # 1 did not come
here to bandy threats, hutsimply to disehargen
solemn duty. I will take noe answer from you
now, irritiuted nx ¥ou are by the discovery that
your rewl position is known fo me, Thinkaover
wint I have sald, aml save yourselt from the
cominission of this great sin,  If you have oc.
casion to write to me you know were I am to be
found.”

Philip Vane hesttated for a moment, then
bowing his head, he sakd in a low tone @

# You are right. Do not think any more of
the wild words I uttered In my rage; leave me
to think over the elrcumstances in which I am
placed, and the manner in which I ean best ex-
tricate myself trom the danger intowhieh I was
about to plunge. Lenve me and—Il1leavon bless
you for your kindness,"

Mr. Drage looked nt him with brimming eyes,
and lifting his hat solwly walked ol

4 That was the best way of settiing him,* sald
Philip Vine to himself, ns he watched the rector
down the path,  « 1 must push this marriage
through ut onee, and make some excuse for bny-
ing it a perfectly quicet one.”

(T o b continyed.)

(For the Hcarthstone.)
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THOUGHTS UPON MEN AND THINGS,
IN PROSE AND VERSE,

BY REv. 1, ¥. DARNELL,

PAPER L—#¢ SPECTACLES.”
WHAT TIEY ARE

I have been giving some thought lately to the
mutior of #spoetneles.” In dolig xo, 1 have re-
garded tiem not 50 much from a philosophic
as from n soclal and moral polut. of view, 1 find
the subject far more prolitic than I had at flrst
supposed. JIlow many thiugs do we hmmaglne
that wo have safely In our mind's grnspunti! we
begin to analyze them, and find to our shiwme
that we have only the shadow instead of the
substance ; and how many things do we think
we can put Into a nutshell until we commenee
trying to pack them! 1 fimlhls tobethe ease!
I'rom the common ecntre, spectacles, my
thoughts secem to radlate in every coneclvable
direction, sothat it is positlvely confusing; whilxt
before me s the dread possibility that when [
have got throngh my thinking I only muay be
found to hiave cireled the square Instead of squar-
ing the circle. Here we have,—The origin of
spectucles 3 the Infinllo varletles of spectneles
actually in use; what bounds we are to xel to
tho * genus spectacles;’” the different purposes
for which individuals make use of spectaeles;
shat people did in that long nnd dark period
when they were umblessed by speetacies; the
advantazes wnd disadvantages arising from the
use of spectacles.  Then, rixing to & higher
grontd, (the moral aspect of the matter in haml,)
we are opposed by woray of more Iwlstling pro-
Llems yet which wa are invited to tncicle.  Is it
assenthial to spectacles, @lesigned as they aro sup-
poswl to bie for the purpose of alding or correet-
Ing tmperfect vision), that they should them-
selves be visible and materlal ?  Has not any-
thing, be it a passion or a prejudice, which
intensifies or softens man's vision, contracts or
expands it, as mueh elnim as a palr of silver-
mounted pebbles to be regarded In the light of
s apectacles 2 Duoes nol this apply equally to
man's mental a3 to his bodily viston, 10 his
Judgment as mueh as to hiv observation? JIn.
asmuceh as mental delusions and aberations are
maore serious thitn optical, ought we not to be
even mare exreful in our gelection und ure s (o
the charnctuer of thie one species of spectiacles than
of the other ?

1 do not propose within the narrow lmits to
this paper to dwell upon all the points whieh I
have here jotted down, nor do I propose even te
touch upon them in the order in which they
hnve been presemted, 1 proceed simply to pen
down my thoughis in conneerion with this mat-
ter Just as they enterved into, nod were tiitercd
throngh, my own mind. Whether those into
whose bands this paper may chance to fnll will
be plensed to dlgnify them by the unuame of
uthoughts,” or complneently regard them hut as
tho musings of some amiable lunatic who has
deluded himself with the idea that he ix a
thinker, it is of course beyond my power o de-
cide. Let it comfort me, should that bo the
cnge, o remember, that even phitosophers have
somotimes judged of each ather, that when
they thought they were thinking, they were only
thinking they thought,

I havo been fmpelled to the consideration of
¢« gpectacles ¥ from my having observed of late
how many of my fellow beings are in the en-
Joyment, of what I have heardstyled, this “new
sonse;” ad well as by tho vast nurmber and infl-
nite variety of these popular appendages which
aro offercd for sale, I bad often noticed this
beforo in a general kind of way; hut I detor-
mined at length to devote one leisure hour to a
more perfect and practieal consideration of the
subject. 1 imagined X could best set about this
in two different ways. First, I could recall to
mind all thoso of my friends or acquaintunces
who wero in the habit of wearing spectacles,
and note, as fur a8 I was able, the purticulur
kind they wore; thy end they had In view {n
wearing thom; and how far that end in each
ease had been gained. Secondly, I could take
my stand in a quiet corner of one of our crowd-
ed thoroughfarcs, as {f walting for n friondor a
public conveyance, and endeavour thus to arrive
at a similar result by carefully studying each
spectacled passenger as he passed me by, min-

gling with the huwman stream which sueged
contintally through the busy strects of the eapi-
tal. My observidtion usually proving more o-

linble than my memory, 1deelded nponadopting
1 tremble tothink, moxdlest as

the Intter course.
I am with respeet to my perronul appearinee,
upon how many lenses I niust have been tem-
porarily photographed duving that one hour!
The following is the resull. of my observations,
and the conelusions 1o which they led me.

I found the wearers of spectacles ta be sdeion

In my eagerness to bote those who used them, !

I suppose I became for the time biimd to those
unhappy ones wha possessed them not; tor alt
at once it secmed w break npon me thal it was
I who was singular in being destitute of them,
and nol. those In wearing them,  1Iad I not
5o lonterestad in my observations, 1 vereily b
I must have strlshtway gone ol'and purchase
a palr, If only to keep me In conntenianee.

Those superfor beingy, pifted with the ¢« new .
sense ” of pnzlog through the mystic pebble upen
the works of nature and of art, were, I perevived .

further, contined Lo neither sex, nor taany period
of life: nor did they think for one monent of
restricting themselves to any one particaiar
form of thls uxeful lmplement, The sphrit in
which jt was worn was by no means the siome
In every Instance.  Some earvied it trivmphant-
Iy, and others timldly ; some  mdestly, and
others audaclously ;5 some  apologetically, nud
sosne jnuntily,  In each ease, however, I ianeled
T deteated asort of conseionstioss of beinge o spee-
ta-led.”

It was but natural that the venernble old gen-
tleman who tirst passed me should help out his
tdling sight with their frienstiy nid. The silver
hairs tlag glitteeed upon hig broad, open hrow,
bencith hix smooth and sthinpely hat, salfed,
Al silicientdy acveounted for, the appendas
as disd the wrinkled forehiead anad feehle gait of
that azed char-woman, benditg her steps home-
ward from the seene of  toil Whicl ealled Gor
stronger and younger llmbs than bers,  Bat it
Aid pot soeay datirsl they should esst the in-
congriimta shadow of distant aze over thal grace-
rul girl, whose fair cheek, dedieate profile, aned
light, quick step, spoke rather of seventeen
than  seveny. This incongrioity, however,
nuninad fts elimax in the  fnstance ol n
great over-grown, moon-fieed lad of sixtesn or
thereabont=; who, with mouth agape, wloatel
through the doulle array of gliss presented by
the shop window and the large ronml panes
plitedd upon his own eountennnee upon the
cakes and confectionery withing Query: IMd
the extent of the apertute displayal by his open
mouiht represent the degree (o which the swoeet-
moents hid been Individualiy magnified by the
double mediuin through which be conteaplated
them ?

And now let me attempt to desertbe sonn- few
of the peculiarities which dlstinguished the dif-
ferent specios of spectacles which were presented
to my curious gaze, as those aetautly ased nnd
approved by my fellow beings.  To beuin with,
there was the richly plated pair, (1 think they
were hexagonal), borne by thae old gentleman
hefore allided to.  ‘I'he welght of these speaeta-
clos, ntud the amaount of workinanship expended
upon them, must have heen quite amazing,  If
the nasal organ of the wearer bl nop been n
«poble Roaman® that any general otlicer woukd
have been proud to own, he coukl never have
sustalned that burden sa paticutly and hevoleal-
1y as doubtless he had done the Inst quarter of a
century., Who will say but that the nose did
well, (ns sung by the poet), to [necur alt the ex-
pense and risk of litigation rather thnn bn robhed
of his title to an honour, the support of which
devolves usually so entirely upon himself?  So
nameraus and broad were the plated joints of
the spectacles wo are contemplating, extending
rs they did across the bronzed cheek of the vet-
cran iar heyond his ear, that I coull not but
think, as the profilre moved past me, how closely
it rescisbled o length of the mahogany flute
which lny on @ side-tabis at my chambers, and
whose duieet noles had so often soothed my
sulder hours,

Immesddintely followinzg these, the property of
a yaung and pale-tooking individual, probably a
elerk in some banking Liouse, came a pulr with
rims and fastenings of lizht bine kteel; so sten-
der in thelr make, and so completely obseured
by ambrosial locks, that, save for the glittertng
glunce they flushed upon me as they went, 1
should seareely have Leen able (o deteel them,
This vartety T dlgeover:l to be very prevalent
among a4 certaln elass of business men. Keen
and practical, they slmply wanted thelr speeta-
cleg to sev with; and had 1o Goey for arrylng
a single cunee upon thelr nose, or lidecd
upon any other part of thelr person, heyotd
whai there was actual oceasion  for. Thes
evidently i} not think it necessary
to mount a palr of glasses welghing 64 onees
solely for the reason thut there hnppened to be
such a palr in thelr possession whieh thelr fa-
thers aor grandfathers tud earried before them.
I could not but regavd this as no small proof of
strongth of mind and maral cournge. I be
consjdered something in these days even to he
able to confess to a gram! father how mnch
grenter the priviledge, whilst ndjosting these
valiable relies of the past upon our puticnt
nose to he ahle and etrim, as if easwally and
with becoming nonehinlenee, ¢ By the by, these
were my grandfather's spectucles ! May there
not he some connection between wearlng one's
grandfther's spectacles, and viewlny with our
graundfther's eyoes the things of to-day 2 Is unt
he who is content to do the one, quite capuble of
doing, or Hkely (o do, the other?

The next varlety of this universal artlele to
which my attentfon wae drawn differed both In
colour and farm fom any whieh I had noted 1o
conmnection with the human visage. 1 hadd in.
dond observed spreetactes similar to those expns.
ed for sale In o a chopawindow which I passed
almost dally on my way to the City. T had
hwowever rognrded them moaely n8 a work of
urt; o xample of what time and ingenulity could
accomplish In that partleninr line ; never sup-
posing for ane moment that it was ever serlous.
ly Intended that they should be worn.  In fine
I had taken It for grunted that this extraording.
ry achlevement in speelacles was to the opti.
clan whal those wonderful exhibitions 1n hend-
gear which crown the barber’s blocks were, to
him whom a facetious writer bhas stiled the
s Furtisl in'air” ; orut any mtoto be inthesameo
entegory with tha far-famed razors, eonstructed
tosell and nottoshave. Buti ¢incredibite dietn
a purchngor had been found. ¢ INi robur ct res
triplex ciren pectus erat.! Moreover he woro
them with the airof ono who thought he had
the best in the bargnin, and who was rather
proud than otherwise,of the. decoration, But I
must describe them. [irst, ag to their colour,
Now I had already remarked some varlations
in tho shade of the glasses which were borne
past me ; but these were only of a fafut and un-
obtrusive character. The slightest possible tinge
only af blue or green detrneting from the pure
chrystal. These on the contrary were a deep,
dark green. It wnas positive cruelty to carry
such n pair bofore me Just at o moment when
my mind was full of this subject ; when I wish-
ed to glve it tho fullest attention, I yet had dbut
a few minutes in which to prosecute my inves-
tigntions in oach particular caso. I was at onco
consumed with the desire to know how the
world and its tents looked from behind these
extraordinary alds to vision, How did I appear;
how did cverybody else appear, to this boll
individual, who had as for as ocolouris concerned

thus stepped out of our world into nnother ¢ I
I blushed, (@s 1 sometines did), would he deteet
wmy wenkness 2 IF D iarned dealy pale, would he
note {t. Bupposing 1 had the jaundice § or turn-
ed positively black through s xudden and violent
attack of chaolert 3 how would these plicnomena
appoar to him? It was nouse; 1 pgrew dizy
widi conjecture,

Une benetit hawever conforred by these mar-
voellons plasses upon thelr fortunite possessor
lid not fall presently to seeike e, That man
must bave enjoyed o perpetual spring. He had

but toadjust these wonderous lenses before his

visnge and he was fnan FEden of his own eren-
tion,  Phe dusty or mitud-stained pavements ot
thee City vindshed at onee, ‘Phe walks woere elind

| with vendure, and soft sreen wos draped the
warinned witlls of the foinpdes of Mapimon, amt
rhead thein into syivan palaces, The sky

1thove ws . as seeh see throughembrower-
ing folls t bhald firesters, ax in the
blithe o of brave Rohin and Mald Marian,
maved mind fro, arrmyed in Lineoln gre
Clap u o] overeaat upon that tann's haels,
pinee aomutlier around bis ceek, and than set
hity on the taop of the Alps, or semd him (e
winter in Canada, I matters not; yon might
chinnge his country bt not bis clime, . With
those charmed spees on hils nose, e woulid mis-
tulee even the tweak of Jack Frost for the stingg

of i mosquito ; he could snanp hils fngers In the
Gave

of the Liing

#rin of WS beard of leielos
i B s =hitlhiegg, as to a s Jnekdn-the.
reen,” and hid bim fool it at his wiil

But in construetlon these spectacles were as
retnarkable as in eolour,  Not content wilth
allowing the spectator ta lonk out of what [
SUppose weomay tormy, his front windows, oar
ingenions fricad, the optician, bl nlso prosiled
him with a window on eaelr sishe by plaeing an
additional pices af gl: thexteriar angle,
which moveld on n th givitg altogether a
Kkl of ubiquitous exp o to the cantenanese
whieh was really something more than buman,
You never seetend (o be sate from that. man's
cye unless you were fairly behind his baek, Hoe
restnded you of one of those houas v hiteh youn
always pray may not (il tnto the hand of o
prying neizhibour ; which stunding wt a4 cornera
fittle i gulvaaies of the pest, aied el window.
vl ax phave, not only commands the strect ranc
ing up direetly opposite to ft, but nlso both te
the Lottt and right of that in which b3S situnted,
Whiat an invaluable acquisition wonld  these
il w be to the pedagozine ! Waoe he to the nek.
loss  hall hrecehied soungster who presumed (o
prank on the right or left wing of the watehtull
cral arimed with this terrible Gmplement,
Through the side window would the delinguent
bu oay onee detected, and bleed am? burn as n
ulovious tribate to the achicvements af sefenee,
With a pair of spestaclesd such as thise, oven
the tsecing-round the corner” would scent ta e
no onger n indlerous fipossibility wl shonld
they ¢ e generdly into use, might we not
loak  for the nvoidence of many  collisions a-
foor or otherwise which nre now  of suech fro-
quetil oceurenes at our strect.corpers,

Tiwne would fad e to dilate upon all the va-
rteties of this useful invention, whose ase 1 wit-
nessed, There was the compromise between
the eyce-gliuss aml the speetaocdes, A specled of
impastor who, when he was oft duty, daogled
necligently upon the hreast of the wearer; but
who, when oceasion regiuired, sibidenty showeilt
himself the double-faecd Gellow he really wies,
and ina trice wns Jerked open pimd mouanted
upon his proper sent. Inadditdon to this were
n host of eye-plas onecivable form
and material, whilelh T rantc niso wnder the tien)
of speotacles, (KoM {Lhone sel masstvely in golds
Lo those in horn, or, (05 1 sy In one ciwe) cone
sisting of merely @ ronnd plece of glass plereed
with 2 hole by which i riband or slender guard
was attached, Here, then, we have glnnced over,
only eursorily it is true, the entire fichi. We
have traced the mightiest neblevements in gel-
enes and art, In connection with speetacles,
down to the simple Jense, the orlginal and the
erxenaee of them all,

But ntew wonds ns to why peaple woear sper-
Laeley, SO course,” you sny, o nid thelr
vision,  In nuny eases this miay possibly be the
ense; but unless T am unduly eynleal, or my
kuowledie of luraan sature Is sadly ot falt, #
seems o me that in numerous nstances woe
must lonk (o sutne othey sotutlon yet, ¢Joerry,”
(sald g postinan Lusly ton certainaequintanes
who stousd at his post waldting for a juh) s here's
aletter for you from your hoy " Jorry took
the epistle with much external enm posnre,
thouglt bix hand trembliad visibly, for many
milen of sen divided thie tntler and song but his
presence of mind did not desert him, Takling
ont his spectacles from Wis pocket and putting
them upon s nose, he merely seanned 1the ad-
dress enrefully, puttlisg the letter by with the
exclamalion, «&a it I, poor Loy ; that's his
hand, und no mistake.”  Now, hawl I notknown
exaetly how it was with Jerry, that be did nat
know I from a bull's fool, and that not one syl-
lable of that lettor would he comprehemt until
it was read to dm by his wlire, 1 should, of
course, have excluimed, in all sincerity, « What
it blessed Invention is that of spoctnelest? ity
means of {hese shabby glisses Jerry, befors his
little world, was abife to hold bis own a8 0 man
of fuir parts; whilst, when driven ina ecorner, hie
could find at all times a eonpvenisnl. way ol es.
cape, ¢ he had mislaid his spectaeles.”

When, moreaver, I pause to think of the
geavity which they Impnrt {0 the divine; the
dignity with which they invest the heneh; the
alr of shrewitness minl sipgeelty thiey el even
ta the naturally obiuse; and the Hon<hearted
holdness with which they fnsple the difildent;
I eannot but think it we mieht wilth some
show of renson place beslde the old ndiege—
o Nona &0 blintl ng theove who will nnt kea ™ —
a new one that I have ventured to coin for the
oecasion,—¢ They are not all blind who wear
spoctacles”

So mueh for those useful aids by whileh man's
fuillng vision §s preserved to him b sensons
when he would otherwise pass his duys tna
specles of ntellrctunl twilight, and be depend.
ent wholly on the sympnthy and assistanco of
others for all the delighits of a keen observation,
the enjoyment of rearling, and the expression of
iy thoughts in writlmg; and which, 1f uged at
times, (a8 they doubtless often are) for other
ends than those they were Intemded tosubserve,

ey

of the mudern Penn, what s his judgmoent. ?
A wasenlly demagogte! A wogular wepnblis
ein, you know ! In vain may we look for a
trae estimate efther of ability or charsetor when
prefjudice and purty-spite distort and fmpnie the
viston, Ul ber pretiy,” says the ldy, once
yourgz but now passjug fnto the sere atd yellnw
feaf, s why she hasi'lagood teature in her mee "
Exactly so, wmy dear; but (F you will he good
enozh to ke oIFyour spue N, (whiteh 1 need
senreely tell you constst of an Henatured envy
of charms no longer your own), you will perecjve
that the young buly In guestion has o swestiess
of expression and o eharm of manier, which
those odions glnsses woukll not permit you 1o
socg wid whieh way woll secount for the oxeln- '
ueation of approval which attracted your inedly -
nnnt seorp.

1 might multiply fHustrations ad inginitum,
or ad nausen, but 1 forbear, 1L is not sssen-
tind, however, that thesy spesiacies shoull nl-
witys distort amnd doteriorate onr mental vision,
One proof to the contrary, nmd 1 hnve dJone,
My dove, sald 4 youny hushamd to his wine
some bride, ax he condueted bersopiesw bt ding-
dently te her future bome, <1 have done my
hest, to make you eomfortable, It is bhut @ poor
plaee, bat & trust we ean tive happy In L1
v A poor pliee, darlingg! - Why 1t §s the dearest
Hithe home that ever was; and what is botter
<UL e 1s adl our own, 1 shall he as happy oy
the day Is long 1 Dear little loving bride, she
has the rght kind of spectaneles upon her taper
little nose. Loty may she wearthem § Aud as
for you sl me, dear reader, whether we b
wdorned or no with those trlumphs of the optt-
elun’s sk and ingenuity to whleh T have allad-
wd, iy there e no speetnetes bhefore our mental
clninn bat those whileb eonslst of that spirit of
atleetton which purities and beautitles atl upon
whom 1t loaks, aad that loftier spirit of elinrity
whictt #tlinketh no evil,” and vcoveroth a
multitede of sins”

| SO L t X

THE VIOLATHON OFF LAW,

BY HENRY WARD BRECIHER,

Nathing can bo mare sure thaa that wrong.
doing —that ds, the violation of tho v nflxed
i the materind worlil, in our bodies am? minds,
in aur social relations, or in soclety—is tho
extime o sutlering and of disturbnuee in the indi-
vidund and o the community, wnd the only
eantse, T there was no aberration from ahsoluts
faw, there would tnd no suftering. MMreetly or In-
direetly, alt disturhanes gprings from varbtion
of law. I do not pow refer to the sabjoet of res.
pausibility, of blhimeworthiness, of trunsmitted
infirmitiesr, with the lone retinue of lmportant,
questinns that go ploang with thalsnhe 1 only
statte the uniwe fuet that dikobuedlencs, nad
sullering an the consequence of i, go fogether.

ttwould be s awrul thidngg, witiversally to
hee deplored, if we eoulit bring ponce and wrong-
doling Intes lusepnrabie compnnionship, s a
henevolent, thing that God had made wroug-
doing and sutering to he Inseparably Joioned,
For If men coubkl violnta Inw In nature, i
themselves, In their elvie and soclal relations,
in the great spirituad realdm, and pass without
penalty or puin, gomd wauld bo ot o discount,
Virtue would go uncerowned, It would bo subs-
(nntiwdly the nbdleation of God's government in
this world,  The sign ur token of pencs consisia
I the fears, and pangs, and prins  that follow
wron-tdolng,  Aud to make wrong peaceful ;
to sullior any man (o bridge over the ehasng, and
continue lo do wrong, and yet have poace,
would be to set aside the divine moral govern-
ment aniong snen,

All attemps to pracure peace In this way are
Musive amb mikehtevous, Al all the hymns
and songs, and various dreams amd prophieeles,
on this subject, nre worse than useles, 10 they
leave an inpression uapon thae sl that by and
by there is to come, by an evolution no maoro
pereeptible thun that by whieh the gearons jul-
vitieo, a1 period in which God shiall, by his own
poswer, {ill the worhl with peace. Ifthere Is any -
thing thul stands out In the history of the
world, 1t Is thnt men are to achieve penes by
enrning I through righteousness. Amd yet there
Is no fuet that neods more to he em plinstzed and
clarithal from mistukes nned error, than this,

We titnd recond of the sy errors vl mis.
tnkes n the history of the earliest day
Christian dispensation.  Then there
that erfed, s« Peace ! peace U as 1T per
fubric that ecoulld be bowght at the slore amld
made luto garments of auy patern desired 5 as
if . was nat s thing that eould only he obtalned
thrangh the ontworking of mornl  comlitionk,
And God s&nfd, < No peaece shall there bho o
the wicked,” In other wordy, wickednes s
utterly fnenmpatible with @ eoundition of inrmo-
ny ad peace. Anudall attemps to praduee peice
tu the itstividund contirm this truth, ‘aking the
whole run of human lite, they that have ol
bused upon morel elemaents, will have the frait
of thut lite—peaens and Joy 5 while they that
huve nat, will not. No dovice can mudo it
otherwise,

All nttempts in voelety ta seeare penen by eti-
quette, by customs, by luws, by expedlents and
raled of pollteness, though they e not useless
and are not to bo scoffed at, are yet hut padlin.
t of the untversad misebief of selilshiness.
The coillsiong, the dlscomlorts, tha irritntlons,
the paing, the soerrows which belong to men’s
experience, may be more or less nannged and
prevested from running to extremities by these
expedinnts of soclal 165 but after all, thero s
bLut one eanse and one eure.

Whatever tentds to prodnee moderation in
communities of men; whatever tends to pro-
dues a positlve and aetive state of kindness ;
whitleser temds 1o prodties practienl justice and
real reetitu tends ta cansa ndeep and per.
manent peaee, Wihilever temrds to negleet them,
or overthirow them, trmsds (o produce Inharmeo-
ny. When these eicments are neglected, or
overthrown, nn possible substitute  for them
ean be found, Pence must come from natural
and moral laws, and not from any articlal go.
cleties or inventions of men.

AY ingenione mothod of defrauding thelr anstom-
ers, it reoms haslutoly.been ndopted by certuin mtol-

are yet to be reckoriod s one of the most bl 1
and heneffeent institutions which have erownod
the reroarch and skill of man.

1 only offer in addition to the above n fow
paragraphs as to the moral aspeet of the mnat.
ter. Viewed from this standpaoint, who does
not wenr spectacles?  And are they not as va-
rious in tho colours with wilelr they clothe the
judividunls or objects on which they gaze, ns
those we havo just boen consldering, or as tho
temperament, dizposition, and mental or moral
obliquity of those who geo through them.
IWhen tho politiclan puts on his spectacles
(party spirit), and views through them theranks
ot his opponents; If found In that unfortuanto
position a very angel of ight would be to tim
the personification of rll thatis trencherous and
base, When for instance Mr. Bright looks
through his at a British nobleman, what does
he behold? © A Dlonted arlstocrat,” Lo ho a
very minnow in contrast with lhils own well-
developed person. A apecles of vamplre ;**
t«n sucker of the people's bloud.” And
when in turn my Lord Dundreary languid-
1y directs his goldon oye-glass to the portly form

ligent tr Thoir woights ro not ** unjust,”
but their scalea aro placed on a loping board so that
thoy tell nuainst the purchaser.” At the Scssions
Houso at Nowington Inst weok. among mnny tradoes-
mon who weroe srmimonod for having unjust weights
and mensurea in thoir posscasinn, a frnitoror wns
charged with having hit scalos in tho position rofor-
rod to rondy for weighing. In reply to tho Bench.
the inspector stated that tho sonlen were correct when
placedin the yraper position. and undor theso cir-
sumstances the magistrntea snid they could not con-
viet. Therawna no doubt the publie wore defraudod
by the position in which the renles wero plncad, but
in such ensexr thoe public mustlonk out for themsoivas.,
It was not the first time similar casos had boen
brought under their notice, nor cnn thore be any
doubt that it will not bo the last : fur it ia abviously
an haon to dixl t trad to allow
them to adopt & systom by which thoy onn frecly
fhhem without bringiug thomsolvos within tho palo of
o law.

Ay exchango Lolis that at ** twonty yonrs of -
tand Stanford arrived at Californin \{ﬁh only o':n?all;?rt
to his back. Sinca theu. by eloso attontion to busi-
noss, ha has acoumulated over ten miltiona,”

A ORNTLEMAN once met n vory quict newshay sell-
Ing newspapers. ‘‘Lsthere nny nows ?" enqnired the
gentloman. * Lots o’ nows,” Teplicd the bay, % but
nothing tohollor.”
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