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BY BAHON DE LA XOTTR POUQLAE.

CHAPTER XLUL

As Thiodolt, some days after, came to an
early meal in Dietro’s house, Malgherita said,
# Seest thou well, Thiodolf, how no words of the
children of men fail to the ground ; haw none of
their dreams vanish into formless air, for the
Fates listen sharply. Dost thou remember how
thy song at the window, and Mount Ilecla’s fire,
50 terriﬁed me? Ithappened only because I was
always dreaming that my father’s castle was in
ashes through wy heedlessness.  Now all iscome
true, though indeed i anothier scose. But yet T
am still the one from whose hand the fisst spark
fell .on the mysterious building.”

«"Phen the torch which kindled it flew out of
my band,” answered Thiodolf.  « Tsolde’s disap-
pearance caused nll the wild confusion. Had !
only waited ! But I rushed wadly on,and brought
down ou our heads that hall in which we might
have sat peaceful and blessed together.”

Malgherita wept in silence, and Thiodolf said
kindly, * Nay, do not leok so very mourufel, no-
ble lady. T'he edifice of our happiness is nat so
altogether overthrown, and T (hiok I shall find
light by which to recover some of our buried
freasures. 1 have indecd forsworo that mean—
it mu~t be ssid—uakoightly way of seeking.—
But ree younot there in the picture the pale
Princess Theadora. T will ask her opealy and
honorubly what she kuows of Isolde: that is
agaiost no solemn oath.”

And forthwith be turned lus steps to the pa-
lace, where be was again invited for the noonday
meal.

I'he eyes of the blooming Zae found bim out
amid a crowd of chiefs and knights; he felt this,
though he saw it not, aod he pressed the more
rapidly to the elderly Zoe, tlus time urged also
by the wish of speaking to her sister Theodora.
He was about 10 question the latter, but the pale
face locked at him gravely and coldly, almost as
if threatening ; he could not but “thick of the
Secret 1lelper, and ke remained silent,

After the dioner, he at length found courage
to whisper to her,  For the sake of ali that is
dear to you, noble Princess Theodora, refuse me
oot an answer to one single question.

'heodora looked at him with a deap, cold
steruness, saying, ** linpious heathen mag, return
to thy cares of this world, and leave me.  But if
thou art so cager anid hold to question, ga to the
ruing of the castle near Mar-etlles, in the nigit
season, when nose can disturh thee, aud luak
deep into thine own wild heart. 1 deem that
thou wilt there receive 20 answer, though per-
chance a fearfut one.”

Shuddering, Tiiodol{ said involuntarily, * Art
thou, titen, the awiul Secret Helper??

« Helper 77 replied Theodara, * truly pet thy
Helper.” And she turned from him and left the
ball. Soon after, the whale company separated,
and Thiodaif, troubled und bewildered, wundered
through the mundold hulls of the palace. At
length he felt surprised that be did oot reseh the
open air, and then first hecaine aware that he had
lost bis way. ‘I'he sentinels, supposing that the
chief, honored and favored of the emperor, cume
on some weighty business, hud opened the doors
without breaking their reverent silence 5 so that
he suddenly found himself in a part of the pa-
lace quite unkaown to him.

A sweet sound reached him, now as of gold
and sitver bells, now as of warbling birds; and
when he opened the nearest door, he stood  be-
neath the wide-spread hranches of a golden palm-
tree ; golden birds sat amilst its leaves and sang ;
but at the botlom of the stem lay two hurge
golden jions, who glared strangely with tbeir eyes,
and Thisodolf involuntarily lfaid his haod on his
sword.

Then a side-door opened 3 the fuir youny Zoo
was seen in a chamber tilled with rich flowers and
shrubs, and smiling kindly on the yuvung North-
man, she saud, * Ah, how ecan your brave hand
be abeut to injure those golden figures, tha fuir-
st ornament of the palace ? But [ ought ra-
ther to ask you how have you reached my apart-
ments?  Without doubt you bring here some
important message from the emperor; be that as
it may, you are welcome, koighily hero.”

« Phen,” answered Thiodott, us he bent wilh
all that grace which be bed quickly learned from
the knights of the court, ¢ Indy, you will forgive
me if T do not answer exactly as I should. 1
am not a messenger of the ewperor; I have but
lost my way in the labyrinths of this palace ;—
and standimg here beneath the golden branches,
the golden animals near me, and before we the
imnage of all wamaunly beauty and loveliness, l
cannot but feel as if, having gone astray i some
enchanted wood, 1 was called upon to deliver the
fair lady from her lion-guardians.”

Zoe smiled at bim graciously as she shook her
head. © Strange ian 1” she said.  © Buz now,
being here, you shall sing lo me to the lute.”’-—
She beckoned him to come wta the room fra-
grant with fowers.

Then be sat down on some silken cushions

near the lovely and dreaded maiden ; and befare
he had time for thought, she had placed a lute iz
bis arms; his band wandered dreamily over the
strings; and as Zoe commanded lhm for this
time to leave the austere Northern tunes, and to
sing in Italian measure, the following song fell
from his lips:
*Thro' arched corridory, thro' unknown ways,
The knighv's enchanted psthway liss ;
Around him torches duzzling bluze,
Showing to hiz bewildered eyes
Fair beckoning forms on eiiber side ;
He follows a wysterioug guide.

“ O wanderer, speak! and s1y how far
A wondrous might shall lead thec?
Are rest aod peace yst very fur ?
Ok ! whither dost thou speed thee?
Do I myself the mystery koow 7
Nay, boping, doubting, ou [ go.
My owa desires must be repressed,
And I must wound my rebel breast.

““Then came to a chamber green,

Where sang the birds in sunshine bright :

And goldern liona there were seen,

Who threw abarp glase=s ou the knighs;

And close to Lheze a bower he fuund,

Whence ceme = late’s melodiony eaund.

' Alluring lite ! here lot me reqtV

He cried, and pleasure filled his breast;

But Isolde will not gruut hiw reat!”

“ Forgive wme, lovely princess,™ he said, faying
the lute at Zoe’s feet. * Yau can liear a thau-
sand betfer singers than (be perplexed and mourn-
ful ore now betore you.”

He bent bumbly and left the room. He saw
well that Zoe covered ber eyes with her fuir
hand, and be hastencd the quinker through halls
and vestibules, and down sinirs; and aot till he
stood heneath the starry sky dit he took freely
upwards as he was wout.

He now became aware that a sound which le
had taken for the echo of his own footsteps was
that of some ane following Eim. Philip, a lively
page whom he had often noliced with pleasure
among the attendants of the emperor, stood be-
hird hita. As ‘Uhiodalf, perturbed by many things,
turned- towards hun with some vexation, the
vouth bowed law to bum, and said, ¢ Sir, dear
noble Sir, do not loak upon me as a spy, or any
one the least vesembling so unworthy a erealure.
Kaigltly and renowued perents bave brought me
up. and love and konor now draw me afier your
steps.  Ob! grant me the oue favor that [ may

be your shield-bearer when you go forth against I ! 2 _
L upon bim os a good and geutle Spirit;
e, as man, can be the Son of God, that I un-!

the Bulgarians in the commg spring.”

“ Iy the nume of all the goids, dear bay, so let
it be,” answered Thiodolf'; v it pleases me weli.
But thou kuuwest that the Kmperars conseat i
first of all necessary ;.- thea, thea kind and
loving child, we Veou | 5 nde baed, we fling
the spear mightily, w aaidly thre streams
and Haods.  Lhea s aze valer our ranks
1 learn what thow yer Leckest”

Pintip snmled, and oniy apswered, * T have then
Four word, dear master.”

Aud as Thiodolf beat his head W acquinscence,
the boy sprang back into the palace, giving a
solther’s salute. & "Phere then is another P said
Thiwtol] 1o bimseli; and tooked after the boy
as he sorrowlully shook his head. Then he
stifed a1 the sound of Lis pwn words, and went
on.  * Auuther ! what othiee did I mean? Lle
is @ youth ! a joyous, hopeful being, to whom ail
around seems bright as mormng's dawn! Am |
then - 54

Thut feeting of inward grief which often makes
youth give place ty approaching manhood smnte
with sudden conclusive strength on Thiadolt’s
heart as e paused.  He pressed both hands
tirmly on his cyes, and steo:d as if stusned.

“Ebis s strange bewitdering climate,” be
sadd at length, and cattled bis weapens, as if to
awaken hineeli, and wis 2aboat o take quickly
the way lomeweds,

Just thea the Chareh of S, Seolws, with hier
many brigut figat, shone apon hun in the grow-
g durkness 5 soft, boly stiains floated over the
davk earth fvom the glorious edifice. A solenn
sarvice wis tiere coicbealing e the repase of o
long-decensed ewpesor, srearding to an ancient
customs. iF this were mocaug iwilight, in-
stead of evening twilighi, that sbining  chareh
might be dikened o the white Christ when b
stood by the sea of Biberine and gently  cailed
bis diseiples 1o i He did ot udeed, per-
chudcy, fook su splendid, Lut muck rather muld
aud full of meaning, likke wronnhight,  Ab! what
must 1t bave been o be allowed (o gaze on bim 4

The sweet vadness arose in him which this re-
collvetion was wounl to awaken ; he waliced slowly
and solemaiy towards the church, and softly en-
tered the peacelul building.

The service was just ending; and when it
quite ceased, two chairs of nuns approached the
tomb, aecording to the custom ;5 they sang, wilh-
out the secompannnent of instraments, the follow-
ing bymu of questicns and responses s

“ Who upon Tibering' sea
Stands in raimeut white a3 gnow ¢
* He whase eyes bave niistened been
For hnane sorrow, human woe.”
' Our surrow " — Eternal gorrow.
" \Who deatroys eterunl woe
 He who on Tiberiag’ ghore
Biands in raiment white as snow."
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TOGYTIER.
* Man, whene'er thine eyo is wet
Thinking of cternal wo,
He is gently calling thee
From Tiberias' tranquil sea,
Clothed in raiment white as snow.”
Thiodoll, during this hymn, which so brought
home to his keart the most touching image which
lie knesw, had sunk on his knees, weeping bitteriy,
and all present were edified by Lis devotion.

When the song had ended, and the hghts one
after another were extinguished, e was turning
to go out; then a nnble matren, with mucl feel-
ing and reverence, held towards him the holy
water ;3 but Thiodoll having already seen how it
was applied, answered, * Trouble not yoursell,
too, gracious fady! Alas, 1 understund but a
thousandth part of the white Christ, ond T dare
not demean mysell as one of his peaceful flock.”

The lady turned away in surprise ; and « man,
whom Thiodolf knew to be the chamberfain,
Michael Arpdrogenss, said to some bystanders,
“I have long thought that he was no Chrstian
-—~le never seemed to me like one.”

But T'hiodolf tarned and said : * You judged
quite right, good Sir; but 1 wish that you had
wot let your unpleasant voiee be heard in this
solemn motacut.”

CHAPTER XLV,

Some days alter, the emperor sunnnoned Thi-
odolf to his apartment at an unususl hour. 'Lhe
reverend old inonareh sat ata table, on which
lay a large open Bible.

“ What thinkest thou of this beok, young
man T? he asked. I knew from the first that
thou didst not belong to its firmest beltevers, but
now one of 1wy attendants informs me that thou
rejectest the faith entively and openiy.™

“ Mighty king, the answer is somewhat difli-
cult,” replied Thivdolf. [ know nut yet what
lhat great, beautilul bosk, which lies hefore you,
is.
and especiaily if it tells the story of ks appear-
ing on the sea of Tibevias to bis faithful disci-
ples — ”

“Yes, itis allin this bock,” answered the
emperor ; * and, Thiodolf, i its contents ure so

dear to thee, why dost thou not coufess them 77

# Sire,” said Thiodoll, * we may very deurly
Inve what we vnderstand but iadiicreatly.
it is with e as vegards the White Christ. T louk
bt how

derstund pot. So [ keep aleof, lest L should do
im wrong either by ignorantly prayivg to fh,
or by boldly rejecting 1iim.™

“ I almost love thee the beller for thy manly
hesitation,” said the emnperer, thouahiiully. —
“ And yet on that acecunt must 1 dismniss thee
—at least, 1 cannot sufler thee to remain <o high
in my favor and contidesce as hitherto.™ ‘

«Phat is unlucky, sracous king,” said Thio-
doll ; * but a brave man ioust keep an untrou-
bled mind in regard to all that cannet he changed ;

therelore, woly cominznd whal seems goad (o !

you?

“ There are in my countless squadrons many
soldiers who bave not atluined to the eternal
truths of religion,” snid the vmperers * yea,
even sone of the Varmngers are in the same con-
dition as thyself.  Tlemain then, if thou wilt, my
kmightly commander, as before; but to drink
wine oul of my goblets, (0 sit at my side amidst

the noble fadies of the comt, i a privilege which |

can beloog but e a Christian, I must not, and
will nol iuvite thee again, Thiodelf, wntl tinu
hast received the washing of holy baptisin.”

“ (h,” ssid the youth, it is pasy for me o
take leave of your table, never to see it
and 1o spite of the honor wal jor which
thas lose,
thing that thas it should happen (o me.
rest, sive, & htde whil ago 1 might have el wy-
self be baptuzed, for it sectoed to me w tiing in-
different thul water shoald be poured ovar e,
aud a few wards spoken. But now T have

QUi §

b shadl

iz

termingsd that T will be a steadfast, fon diceiple
of the blessed aod holy White Christ, er nat oue

at ail,”

“ et dnstruction, then, in the kanowledge of
Christiauity, my dear son Tinodolf,” sabl the
emperory | will send two learned b
thee,”

 In the name of God, my kind and grasiouvs
wnd 1 cried the youth. % Aod if they teach
hall ws diligently aod zealowsly as 1 mean to
temin, witbeut doubt all will be scon and well
donie-™

Tive emperor nodded, and disraissed him gra-
cinusiy, as he added, ¥ Wlhen thou passest thro’
the palzce-gardens, Thiodall, and mcetest me or
the princesses, thou needest net tuen away o
that zceount,  We shall be uwwilling to loase
thee wltoguther, and an accidental meeting can-
not be agatost wmy duty or my dignity,”

Thiodolf thanked Inm, and went out with a
light hweart. Tt hud olten belore disturbed him,
that it should be thought that he belonged 1o
Christ, while he yet stood body and soul i the

But if it speaks of the blessed White Chiist, |

So !

iL amay, perchance, be a very qappy
F'ar the |

- i
talope Lo

imperial chamber., The young Veringer ehief
stopped before him and looked at him for souie
tune with a smile. At length he said, “ My
good chamberlain, you become paler and paler:
what does that mean? Ab, now I understand,
You are thinking fhat we are near the gallery
aver which I once hurled Glykomedon and broke
his neck. Be calm; I will do you no harm.—
Glykomedon had troubled my hfe far, far mare
than you, worthy Sir, will ever be able to do.—
On the contrary, good chamberlain, you Inve
dooe me a greal service by your reporty; be-
sides, [ understand the customs and privileges of
the patace life much better than [ then did. Gad
be with you, sir chamberluing; you bave my host
thanks.”

Thiodolf went on with a quick, rapid step, and
Michael Androgencs continued to muke excusing
bows. tili the laughter of his companions apprized

»_No_‘4]f

movements, or that he might burl lis spears
while riding at the wildest speed. The gallant
animals seemed to know and love the young
esquire ; and Thiodelf would often say to him,
“It is well that ¢ Philip’ in the Greek tongue
means ¢ lover of horses;’ thy pareats were quite
right to name thee so.”
CHAPTER XLV.

Spriog bad in the mean while arrived, and the
sky smiled over the gardens and fountaws of the
city as il visibly strewing flowers; sweet songs,
and the clear music of gwitars and flutes were
walted up from the meadows to the bright, sunny
blue above.

Thindalf was better satisfied than he had been
for months before, % See,” he would often ~ay
to Philip, it is not anly that now every day we
are peurer lo the time for taking the field, but 1
have been heartily weary of this winter. In my
owq land, where the lakes [reeze and the vaileys

bim that the dreaded Northman Lad long lcit the
apurtment.

The religions instructions of Thiedoll rook a
strange course, and the two bishops who bad

perplexed by the wonderful things which occur-
red while they were so employed. At one time
Thiodalf, like a decile child, would agree to all
that was said to hun, and swould hsten, with a
pleased smile and consenting nods, for haurs to-
gether.  But then, again, at other purts of the
struction, the young hero remained as if rooted
1o the same spot, like a restive, unmanaygeable
liorse, and would take in no explanations. here
even eame, af times, such violent outbreaks, that
Thiodo!f wauld assure M= instructors that they
they were only faint-hearied nen, aud deserved
that he should drive them out of the Varing.r
i walls; frain which he abstained only and solely
' because he respected the laws of the emperor.

U At sueh hard words, the eldest of lus instruet-
tors once answered that ualess he showed hemself
['mave patient and manue-ly they would ot once
;[uzwe him, and e would {2l forever into that
i unbialy power which ever now exeraisad such
t

|

i

|

strange nfluence over hini,

Thiodolf looked at them, and shook his head.
At length be raised bis voiee, and said, © Men,if
L yoatraly believe wiat you profess ta beheve—if
you believe it with your whele sonl—low can it
eame into youe mind to abandon me for an angey
pword 2 They seourged and mocked ad slew the
¢ hlessed White Clirist, and yet be came wht
Pway forth fram the grave 1o help poar sinners,
even that one who had perced his side with a
spears by unworthy followers are ye af the
White Christ! Sarely a very difforent heat
beats beneath your splondil robes that which
beats beneath s woollen warment,  Tiaok iate
veurselves; do as he dib when be cast the <ol
bers of doves and the money-changers out of the
temaple 3 then witl it go better both with your
bearts wad wy conversion,”

The bizhops looked down, and were tampted
1o believe that he bad anly been proving theny,
and that in his heart be was an advanced Christ-
tan, very superior to themselves, But theu they
sooa again perceived, by his over bold fanciss
and lis heathenish mvocationg, that ke was stll
in Lis ald confused faith, aed that it was ouly at
times il the flaming torch of truth gave fashes
ot hight to fus neble miad,

Then they labored the more hopefully and per-
severingd at lus conversion, because the vinprrar,
wlio loved the youny hero, and all Constuntino-
ple, who almost idolized him, looked with decp
tnterest {9 the result of their eadeavors. Yel
they gained 0o step 3 far from it. 'k

Liodolf br-
caute colder and more tmpatieat towards his -
i strugtors, aned vouchsafed sellom a friendly ook,

P AWhen they compluined of this, he waull answer,
SO yon were right all would uo the right way,
aml L ehinald bave beew vight too, luag ago. You
want to make a bell scund and you pull nigor-
oaaly st the rope, but it waots a clapper, and sn
oM yous labar s da vadn and gous for nothing.™

Aud then be becams ever graver and swlder;
fur the less he could succeed in understandivg the
White Cheist the more deeply did he long after
hitn ; and he would often in the evening suy, with
D a disturbed look, te Magherita, © A vain search !
1 those must be the Xunic words which the bal
Usorcaress carved on the linden-tree at my birth.
| Elow lang have T sought after Isolde! and now
i 1 am seeking as diligently for the White Christ,
tand [ know not how to Rud either of the beloved
“images ! Ab, they will not let themselves be
{found — they play at hiding themselves from
1 R I.',

; HIL' : . . .
i The quickest and sarest way of recovering his
s gladuess after such times be found in warlike ex-
{ercises with Philip. ‘e page had obtained
leave from the emperor to go with Thiodolf
the next campaigun, aad to prepare for it at once
i by necessary exercises in the Vringer fortress.
Strength and joyous confulence sparkled in the
i brave boy’s eyes, and anunated his limbs, espe-

wilderness, lighted only hy the old idol-mmages sciully when horses were brought to him that he

and sacrificed viclims,

might train them to the boldest and most active

beuwn appointed to give it were themselves almost |

are fitled with snaw by the mighty northiern hlust,
and become firm, shining paths for warrior and
huutsman—in my land, where so many thousand

winter stars spackle o the fields of 1ce in the
P beautiful eold moanlight, till one well nigh for-
gets the stars of heavea—in my land, where the
bears come forth ungry with the frost, and walk
upright, their skws covered with snow aud ice
tll they glitter likke the princes of an enchanted
region—C0O) Philip, T have there often louke:d upow
speing with no friendly faee when it cae over
the sew with its moist claads of dew ! But fere
your winter s neither hot nor cold, almast like
my two bishops, amdl your spring reseinbled a
blonmung, vigorous child. T give praise to the
spring in Constaatinople 17

I these lovely days the dnjerial gardens staomd
open to all comers; only around the part whare
the sovereign or his family walked were statined
sentinels who, with courteous gravity, warsed
away the ummeded.  Tlhiodoll, accordig to the
furmerly-expressed will of the emperur, nites
met  the royal personages, and was ever kindly
welcomed by all, for the pale princess "I'heodora
never took part in these walks.

One beautiful evening, as he wandered by &
hedge of ocrange-trees, he unexpectelly came
upan the royal family, who were resting on costly
cushions or on soft moass, ueound the edge of a
clear lake, i the wmidst of whieh a springinﬁ
founfain gushed up as il e beantiful sport.
renowned wantering minsirel, Romanus by nzme,
el bzen emnoanded 10 resort bither to delight
the fue ladies and the koightly lords with his
awoeet songs and skiilful musie. At times he gave
out an ingenious siddle, which forthwith wvery
one tried to solve, sa as to make the answer,
given fikewise in rhywe and mewsure, aflord new
dedight to those who were less quick in discaver-
ing the meenivg. "Chis had oow become a rego-
tar amansement, awd the blosming Zoe thape in it
hy her ready gruce.

As the younz Northman wus seen through the
fowery hedge i his fll armoe, with s golden
belmet on ins head-—he had just been at a war-
hke exerese—all present, the emperor himself
not exzepted, involunturily started a little at the
knightly figure in his clanking armor. Romiuus
siruck a false chord ;) two of the strings broke,
and made a sound like a mournful ery through
the bushes.  Thiodolf with noble grace excuced
himsedf; and when, at the emperor’s command,
hie had taken the only vacaat place, a low bupk
of moss at the feet of the young Zo, the terror
of the singer soon passed away. e exehanged
s instrument for anather that was offered to
him, touched the strings, and sung the folluwiug
words, as he fixed his eyes with {riendly weaning
on Thiodolf:

U A sword g0 bald, of burnished gold,
Prepared to tight for Ciesar's might ;
Dazziing flukeg of itozen saow,
Deified lighivy, sparkling brightly,
To bedeek faie Greein's brow,

a field of fowers,
Lightuings flashing o'er each wreath,
Which tany o knight hath deomed to death ;
A cloud that waes oa forests wildly,
Yet doth shelter iafants mildly ;
A sunbeam from the gloomy North
in the f2asi n ray,
Ta the foe dismay.”

All looked with kindly eyes on Thiodolf; the
riddle seemed to aeed no solving,  Thea the
blooming Zoe opened her pretty Tips and said, as
she looked down witha straage swile ou the hero
sitting at her feet:

" F;\,il‘j‘ bowe

# A wretched thing,

Which fleea from life,

And wenves it death

In mournful ring ;

It might gladly live in sanmers’ ray ;
But yea it saya to death—to Life, nay I”

The courtiers looked surprised. ¢ Niece,”
said the emperor, * 1 think that you are mistak-
en; we all deem that the minstrels riddle muans
one whom your verses caannot allude to.”

“Oh! forgive me, my royal uncle,” answered
she, with a look half of careless inaifference, half
of saucy mirth, ¢ have orer-passed the bounids
of our game. My verses only relate to them-
selves, and offer a pew riddle. He whom you




