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- DIARY OF THE SIEGE
(Fram Correspondents of London Jmu nats.) :

May - 2.—There was a very brilliant exploit per-
formed by seven battalions of French infantry, :in
which ‘the 46th Regiment were particularly distin-
guished, last night and this morping.  They advanced
before mldmght and seized on the Russian ambus-
cades under a heavy fire. The Russianscame out (o
meet them in force; a tremendous conflict ensued,in
which the French used the bayonet in repeated
charges, and at last they forced the Russians back
into the works, followed them, stormed the outworks
of the Central Dattery, and taak off eight cahorns,
which they brought to General Pelissier. In this
gallant affair, which lasted 1ill 2 o’clack this mora-
ing, the French liad 63 killed and 210 wounded, and
9 oﬂicers pt hors de combat. 'The obstivacy of
the combat last night and this morning was sufficiently
evident from the spe'.lacle prcsented by the ground

between the Freach lines and the Batterie du Cen-
tre. The space of rubbish, broken eartls, ruins of
batteries, and the débris of cutworks, was covered
with gabions, {ragmeuts of arms, and dead bodies,
and the Russians were busily engaged in burying
those who had fallen nside their lines. The firi ingon
the left was incessant and exceedingly heavy, and the
Russian artillerymen did their best to avenge the loss
of ‘their comrades, but probably not with much effect,
although the air was obscured by the clouds of dust
arisinw from the shower of cannon balls, wlich tore
aloncr the surface, marking their course as they ri-
cochietted among the batteries by pillars of earth
tdashed up by the concussion. The French replied
with vigor, and from dawn till eve the contest was
continued . bel\_vm.n the artillery and the riflemen in
front -of the - Flagstaf' Battery. Our batteries all
(lay maintained a most profound silence. I wvas
watching both the right and the [eft attack to-day for
an- hour closely; and during all that time I did not
see one shot or shell from the left, and only three of
- four “were “fired" from the right. prmclp’:lly at. the
quarry “anil Tille fits in thie front of the Redan, where,
it is said; the Russians have a masked battery of
nine guns. T'here is no appearance of it to the eye,
but our. engineers are pretty sure of the fact.’ On
the extreme right again the French ballerles fired
pretty: frequenlly at-the Inkermann batteries. Early
this morning a little flotilla of some 25 or 30 Frencl
vessels, most of them brigs and schooners, sailed
from Knmwsch, and stood over 1o the south-west
with a gentle breeze. At 2.30 a body of Russian
troops, in three divisions, each about 2,500 strong,
were seen marching into Sebastopo! from the camp
arer the T'chernaya, A very large convoy of carts
and pack animals also entered the town in (he course
of the day, and an equally numerous string of carts
and horses left for the interior. The tmupi marched
along by the road al the head of the harbor on the
south sxde, and were'lost to sight at 3 o’clock be-
hind the rise of the cliffé on the south of the roads.
The day was so clear that one could almost seé their
faces through the glass, Their officers were well
mounte¢, and the men marched solidly and well:—
I\umhers of dogs preceded and played about the line
of march, and as they passed hy the nuinerous new
batteries, at which the Russians] are workmnr night
and day, the laborers ceased from their labors for the
time, saluted the oficers as they passed, and stood
gazing on (he sight, just:as our own artisans would
stare ata body of troops in some quiet English town,
About 4 0 LlDCk it was observed by us on the right
that the enemy’s battalions were forming in columns
in the rear of the I‘Ing:taﬂ Battery, and in a few
moments afterwards about 2,000 men, who were most
likely volunteers, made a desperate rush out of the
works close (o the Central Battery, and with a loud
cheer flung themselves on the French advance. For
2 moment - their ‘numbers and impetuosity enabled
ther (o drive the French out of the imperfect works
and ambuscades as far as the parallel, but not without
a desperale resistance.  The musketry was so heavy
that the smoke soon obscured the scene of the con-
fiict from sight, but the French could be seen ad-
vancing rapidly along the traverses and covered ways
1o the front, their b1yonets flashing through the murky
air in the sun; and -in a few moments the Rumans
were drivén hack b) the cold steel, and forced.to fly
hastily’ behmd their entrenchment:, which instantly
opened .a lieavy, cannonade and volleys of grape to
check the, pursuit of. the French. -
splendldly,‘ and chastised the 'md'tclly of ‘the enemy
with much severlty, ‘but'eur loss is, I am glad 1o sayy
very tr|ﬂ|n°' - Several Rusqnan oﬂicers and me _ ‘Wwere
taken pmo Aers, and th §
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thing. The most unraordmary rumors are aﬂoat
respecnuc tlie reasons of its return re mﬂ'crl? but
the subJe(.l. is one of such delicacy that it is better to
refrain from any comment or hy pothesis rcspeclmu it.
Tt is sufficient (o say that the fleet, consisting of about
40 sail, with'nearly 12,000 men on board, arrived at
the rendezy ous, lat. 44.54, long. 36.28, on Saturday
morning and on the previous m_frht and lha! they were
summened to return to the place whence they came
by an express steamer, which left Kamuesch on Tri-
day night or Saturday morning with orders (it is
said) from General Canrobert.  ‘Tliese orders were,
it is reported, sent by the French General in conse-
quence of a communication from Taris, which ren-
dered it incumbent on kim to concentrate the forces
under his command in the Chersonese. Tt is not to
be wondered at that {his abrupt termination of an
expedition which, from its secret characfer, was
doubtless intended to effect imporlant services, ex-
cited feelings of annoyance and regret among thase
whao expected to win honor and ulor; and p0=|hon.

| Admiral Bruat could not venture to take on himself

the responsibility of disregarding orders so lmpera-
tive and so clear, and Admiral ‘Lyons was notin &
position to imitate the glorious disobedience of Nel-
son. No doubt all the officers engaged, IFrench and
Xonglish, experienced the bitterest dlsappomlment
when tliey heard the orders to go back to Kamiesch.
Of the feelings of the men there can be no question,
for they bave heen only too loudly expressed since
their return. It is rumored that the Emperor direct-
ed all the troops to be concentrated for some impor-
tant operation, which is to be undertaken forthwith,

but it is scarcely probable his- -Majesty knew the ex-

pedition bad actually sailed and was close to the
place where, as it is believed, it was to act, at the
time the orders were de=pa.ehed No one can teli
where the men were (o land or what place the fleet
was to attack, and Kertch, Kafla, and Anapa, each
of them within a moderate distance of the rendez-
vous, have been severally named “as the point of at-
tack, but it is prohable, frqm cerlamvdt,sposxl:ons and,
orders ‘that tlie trdops. ‘wauld have disetabarked near
'l‘heodosm (I\nfﬁ), and “that the’ ﬂeet .would have
been” emplovvd in the destruction of ‘the forts. whicll.
guard ‘the Straits of Kertch on both sides. All
-u1.h =pecu|at|ons are, howerer, woxllﬂess, nor can the
real objects of the expedition be known unless. the
Generals who conceived it think fit to communicite
them - to the world. Ttis certaia, however, that the
Russians. were quite aware of our proceedings, be-
cause they must have seen the flofilla cruising along
the south coast-of the Crimea fo the eastward, and
for miles the biue sky was seamed wilh streaks of
black smoke from the steamers, which cven at the
rendezvous were visible from the land. Those on
board the ships which were the furthest at sea could
easily make out the land. A high peak rising oul of
the sea to the north was visible to .the whole squa-
dron 5 two or three smaller elevations at no great dis-
1ance could also be seen distinetly ; and there is no
doubt but that the low land. itself could be discerned
from the tops of the men-of<war at the rendezvous,
Sir dmund Lyons is said to be unwell, and his il}-
ness_is attributed to chagrin at the’ result of the ex-
pedition, or rather at the want of it. The firing was
very heary last night; particularly on the French
side, and our casualties in the advanced trenches are
hecommtr heavier every day. . The French hiave con-
structed some very fine new battenes on the left,and
have now put all their new guns in position. Our
works are camplete, 'md as our new bhatteries are
armed very hicavily, and are 500 and 600 yards closer
to the enemy than the old.lines, we may expect tre-
mendous results from their fire.. - Captain Arnold, of
the 4dth,in posting ' his sentries on the left a few
nights ago, was fired at'by the Russians, and fell.—
As lie had only a few men with him, ‘and the enemy
rushed on at oncé, he fell into their hands, and it is
hoped he is now alive and a prisoner, "The 49ih|o
were surprised in the advanced trenches on the right
the same night, and several of them were bayoneted
and received mortal‘or severe wounds before the 2nd
Battalion of Rayals, who were on duty behind them,
could come to their assistance.. Captain Corban re-
ceived a bayonet wound from one “of ‘his.own men
while leaping mto the trench. . The enemy were re-
‘pulsed by the Royals, aided by some of the 49th,—
‘The latter had five or six killed and 15 wounded.

-May 10. — About l o’clock this morning the camp
‘in front was roused-up'by an- extremely |18'1Vj fire of
musketry and repea‘ed ‘cheeéring along our. R:ght At
tack, The elevated grouud and : ridges.in. front.,of the,
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cheers of our men, zmd the \olume of' the fire indi-
cated the position, and showed that a contest of no-
ordinary severity was taking place. There is an
earnestness and reality 'lbOllt the inusketry on such
occasions which has a language of its own that can-
not be mistaken. 'The regularity and precision of
the fewx de joie, the platoon or file firing of our re-
views, have little akin with the p'lsswu'\te, intense,
and startling bursts of rifle and musket, and give but
an: lmperfet.t notion of the deadly r'mle and fitful
roll of small arms in action, where every man is load-
ing and firing as rapidly as e can, and where the
_formauon of the line is altering every moment. For
a mile and a-half the darkness was broken by out-
burst of ruddy flame and bright glittering sparks,
which advanced, receded, died ou! Jtoo'eiher, broke
ont fiercely in patches in innimerable twinkles,
flickered in long lines like the electric flash along a
chain, and formed for an instant craters of fire. By
the time 1 had reached the front—about five minutes
after the firing began—the fight was raping all along
the right of our posmon, and as some extra men had
been sent down'to the batteries wlen the relief
marched down it was thought that we might have
made an aftack on the Ru=51an works close {o our
advancer trenches, but it was sonn tolerably certain
that the enemy had either made a sortie upon Gor-
don’s new works, or a vigorous assault upon the men
in front of the frenches. I cannot now ascertain the
particulars of the affair, even if one could have the
heart to disturlthe poor fellows who may have come
up from the trenches, and I can only describe what
[saw. Tt seemed as if the fiercest and most defer-
mined strugsle took place on the left of our Right
Attack, but the ground is so very deceitful at night
that'it is lm]‘lo%lblf’ to determine localities with any-
thing like prpc:suon The wind was favorable for
lnearmnr anit the cheers of the men, their shouts, the
voices of the officers, the Russran bugles and our
own, were distinctly audible. The hun‘!es of the
Light Division and of the Sécond Division- were
sounding the turn out” on our- right as we reached
the’ Inuh ground, ‘and. soon nflerwards the alaim
sounded through the French camp’ close to them.
Hendreds of the soldiers had got up, and were drawn
up, watclunv-w‘lth the most infense interest the ﬁUhI
before them, *far as they could see’it.  The tents
of the FourthBirision were lighted up, and the old
Inkermann men were all anxious and ready for the
word to march, should  their services be required.
The musketry, having rolled incessantly for a quarter
of an hour, began to cease at interrals along the
line. Here and there it stopped for a moment “alto-
gether ; again it burst forth, Then came a British
cheer, wiiich thrilled through every heart, * Our fel-
lows have driven them back—bravo!® Then a
Russian yell,a fresh burst of musketry, mare cheer-
ipg, a rolling volley subsiding into spattering flashes
:md broken ﬁle, a ringing hurrah from tiie froat; and
then the Russian bufrles soundmw ¢ the retreat,” and
our awn bugles the ® cease ﬁlmcr ? and the attack—
after Lalf an hour’s duraticn——sas over. The enemy
were beaten,and were retiring to their earthworks;
and now the batteries opened o cover their retreat.
The Redan, Round Tower, Garden Balteries, and
Road B'\tter), aided probably by the ships, lighted
up the air from the muzzles of their guns. The bal-
teries at Careening Bay and at the North side of the
harbor contributed their fire, and the sky was seamed
by the red track of innumerable shells, You could
see clearly at times the ground close around you from
the flashes of the cannon. T'he round shot tore the
air with a harsh roar, and shells burst almost in vol-
lies along our lines. . The Russians were avenging
themselves as best they might for their 1epulso, and
the extent of their'mortification and anger might be
inferred from the vigor and weight of thelr c’mnomdc
The instant they beaan to ﬁle our ever active allies
the French, on dur rwht, opuned from their baiteries
over ]nkvrmann and from the ‘redoubls, to" draw off
the Russian giins from our men ; and our own bai-
teries also replied, and sent shot‘ amd shell in the di-
rection of the retreating enemy. The effect of -this
combined fire ivas very formidable to look at, but
was probably not near so destructive as. that of the
musketry. From hall-past one till three o’clock the
cannon.lde continued, but the - spectators- had retired
before two o’clock, and tried to_sleep. as. well they
might in the midst of he thunders of the infernal
turmoil. Thls conflict must liave caused considerable
loss, and it is a time of p'unful snspense while one is
in a state ofuncerlamly respecting the fate of friends |
and.the result. of .such an. encounler. Soon aﬂer
three 9 clock A, M., it, beo'an to blow 'md rain wnth
reat. iblence, ,and on gettmg up.., this. mormng 1|
really lmagmcd‘ tha; one { our terrible wmter “days
mtegpolated itself into jour, Crimean, Maj, Thei},
tentsare dank with, wét, the whole camp lo lack,
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May 11 — l‘he ﬁrrht appeara to have bem a sortie
or even a premedllated attack ; but whatever it was,
the Russians were completely foﬂed It is suppmed
the Russians had 150 kors de combat. 'The tre-
mendous cannonade they opened was unattended with
much effect, considering its weight and intensity, and
was only so much waste of amniunition, but our fire
on their retreating columns must have added consi-
derably to their “casualtics. 'The total loss in the
Light Division last night, T am glad tosay, turns out
to be only 14 hors de combaa. “Lieut. Lowrence, of
the 34th regiment, and three men were wounded.
The gallant 7th regiment had fire men wonnded ;
the S8t regiment, three men ; the 90th regiment,
ane man ; and thc 23rd, one man wounded The
Russians have suu.m_ded in getting five mortass to
bear upon our right attack, which are likely to in-
crease our casuallics. We have never had so many
morfars directed against this one spot at any time
previous to the pxesent

May 12.—Last uight, in the midst of an awlu!
storm of rain and wind—so thick* that no oue could
sec a yurd beyond lhim—a body of Russians canme
up on our feft attack, but the sentries gave the alarn
just in time; and Colonel Macbeth, of the 68th
Regiment, got his men into order and received the
first fire of the enemy as they came up to the trench
with perfect steadiness. Some of the Russians leapt
up ou the parapet and jumped into the battery, where
they at once mét their fate. Tliere was a desperate
struggle between the Russiaus and the men of the
68th outside the lines, in which the bayonet wax
(reely used on both sides; but the enemy were ve-
pulsed by our fellows, {ed by Colonel Macbeth, Tieu-
tenant Hamiiton, and a sergeant of the 68th. I ve-
gret {o say that Caplain LIO)d Ld“mds and six mey
of the 68th were Lill2 d, and 22 men of the same
regiment were woundcd. We took some wounded
prisoners. It is of course impossible to ascertain the
particulars, -

The Post gives an account of the fate of the se-
cret expedition from Sebastopol, bound for the Straits

of Kertch, on the 2nd of May ;<< A baitery of ar-

tillery, consisting of 134 horses and 180 rfen; and
30 sappers, embarked: an the same day. The in-
fantry was chiefly composed of French troops; the
whole British force mustering about-2;,800 men, with'
780 horses and transport animals,  Sic Gearge
Brown was entrusted with the command -in chicf of
the expedition. Iach man Liad 50 rounds in pouch,

and 100 per man in reserve. One waggon ‘for roc-

kets attended the battery of artillery. “Tlie’ commis-
sarial had 14 days’ provisions with them. The:des-
tination of the exjpedition was Kertch Straits, where -

f

they were (o land at a small bay, just beyond Ka- -

miesch Powmt, and about 10 miles from Kerteh.
Their first endeavors were ta have been directed Lo
an aftack by landwrand sea on ¥ort St. Paul, lying
about c:o-ht milés from Kerteh, a fortress mounting
21 guns. "It was intended to march along the shore
and attack it in rear, whilst tle fleet - bombarded it
in front. ~ After having "dismantled” this place, they
were 1o proceed on Lo Kertch. " The niain ob[ectol
the expedition was (o destroy.the depots of reserved
stores stationed there by the enemy; and to opena
road into the sea of Azoll. -Major<Gordon, Royal
Engineers, accompanied a reconnaissarice 1o this
plm.e some tinie since, and it was from his report that
the expedition had its origin. - The énemy are suid’
‘to have sunk a considerable -number. of vessels from
Faort.St. Paul to the sand-banks: from the: Asiatic”
side, and also some in the Straits.of+ Yenikale, The -
distance of Kertch from-this place: is:about 180 miles::
The relurn to Balaklava, early-on thermornmg of the
Gth, of the whole expedmon hasfilled every one with
surprise and astonishment, The expedition - hdd:
reached its destination, or at any rate, witlin'a-féw
miles of it, at daylight. yesterday morning, and: wére.’
prepaving to disembark, which they anuclmled would -
.be accomplishied by. 8;a:m.. T'hey couldseethe forts
at about : eight -miles’: distancev ‘At this ‘moment a
signal was hoisted: from : the:admiral’s- *shiip_for eap-- !
tains to come on board, and on their relorn the order:
wag given to.return to Balaklava.> Never wéiert
men’s minds more " disappointed ;. and: never  beldre
did officers and,isoldiers swear-more vehemently.fatis
the ifl-luck:which had over-taken'them.. Tt now ap-:
'pears that news had been. received - by the ,zrrhnirals.f-
{rom the Emperor, which. had the:effect: of ‘counter--
mandmgrtbe expedition.. -Rumor says that ¢a ~'cx‘ew :
is loose ;% ~that the French objected to.the. e-xpmlmon 3
:and, furthery that: if it went, for;the troops'to land at:
Kaﬁ'al Bay, then 1o pass-over to" :Arabat;‘and | 'aftc-r-
wards take the Kertehs pemnsula infront of: Tl

-On ‘this:point, it is:saidithe allies  disagreed:? & {The -
‘{rue reason for:the redalhof thelexpedmon- it appears,
| was.General Canrobert’siwrong: apphcatmm of a"te=
I legraphic despatch from'ithe 'Emperor 3vand’ lhw; xths
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