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TAMASKA MASS NEETING.

————

The Voice of Two Thousand
Sturdy Farmers.

e e e

ENTHUSIASHM AND UNANIMITY.

Another Verdict Against Sir Jobn's
Government,

B

MR. VANASSE, M.P., REPUDIATED.

- l— -~

“ViVE LA CANADIENNE.

-

The Chamn de Mara Resowutions
Adopted—A Glorious Day and
a Creat Meeting and
Eloquent Speeches.

el et

he mess meeting of the eclectors of the
Ct;-ll;nty of Yamaska, at St, Francois du Lac,
was ope of the moss successful, yet held in sup-
port of the national hiovenent to overthrow the
Orange-Tory administration of Sir John Maz-
donald. It was attended by two thousand
farmers, gathered from ail the’panshes w'hm_h‘
make np the noble County of Yamaska, This
large attendance was all the more remarkable
from the fact that Mlr, Vanasse, the member of
the County, and his agents, had industriously
gpread the news that there was to De no meet-
ing, that it had iallen through, that the invited
speakers had fuled to respond. Letters were
written to the same uffect, Ivery disheuest
means was taken to deceive tho _electors
and prevent thew frum hearing a)dlscpsamn
of the public questions of the day. Put dishon-
esty and trickery failed to keep the sturdy
farmaers ot home just as the treachery of their
ropresentative had failed to_tnake them turn
the degrading somersault which he had to take
at the dictation of Siv Hector Langevin cight
daya after the execution ot Riel. Nt. Francis
du Lacnever presented such an animated ap-
pearance ; the enthusinsm had  aroused the
gentler sex, who also turned put in large num-
bers to assist atb the mesting, The weather wes
most propitiouy, and a warm sua made the apen
air gathering neath the sbadow af the parish
choreh most plensant and agreeable. At 11
a.n. sharp the meeting wis orgamzed aud called

to order by 2Mr. Gladu, mnotary, one
of the mosk distinguished,  enerjetic
aazd enterprising  citizens  of the county.

He proposed that Mr. O, Salva, prefect of the
county, Mr, C. Lussier, Conservative, nud ¢oun-
cillor of St. Boaaventure, b called upm to pre-
side over thas 1necting. ‘Lhe proposition was
unanitnously aceeded to. M 7.. Baril, advo-
cate, of St. Fraucis, was appointed to act as
secretary, On the platform wers the 1lon.
Senators Bellerosa» and Geuvremont, Messrs,
Gladu, N.P., Besger o, LD, for Beauharnois ;
Desmarais. advocite, of ot. Hyaeinthe ; Voirier,
Duhamel, Brodeur, . J. Cloran, of tht‘,reul H
J. DMartin, advocute, of Quebec; M. Crron,
M.P.P. tor Maskinouge ; Dr. Lambext, of St
Zephirin ; A, Plante, & Belisle, of La Da'e;
M. Letendre, of Yamaska; H. Vasulle, Dr.
Temaitre, W, C. Boucher, . Cupistran, H.
Telix Gouin, Alph. 3l J. Rasconi, L. Dessert,
and numerous others.  dr Gladu read a num-
ber of telegrams and lettors of regret from pub

ic men ab their inulnlity to be present, wwoug
others from Hon. Mr. Mercier and from MMr,
Desjardins ILFP. 'LThe letter

FROM THE LATIER MEMDER

% was e clenr condemnation, first, of the Govern

ment, and secondly of Mr, Vanasse, who hed
openly sacrificed ks word and his honor tou the
supretne disgust of his electnrs and of the coun-
try. DMr. Desjardins had a vigarous alap at the
Guzctte, the Mail, La Mincrve and £he rest of the
partizan press, as Archbishop O’Brien culed
them, for their hypocritical exuitation over a
pretonded enllapse of the Natiounl movement,

For the last three months these pa
pers have been shouting that 1t was
only a flash in the pan, bub meetings

of two thousand elecrers in every county would
seemn to indicate a protty big fire to be at the
Pottom of the ** flash.” .

At this juncture a letter and o bulexram were
handed to Mr. Gladn, the formec from Mr.
Vaunasie, M.P., the latter from Mr. Wurtele,
M.P.P, Mr. Vanasee, who had been in the
county up to the previcus day, wrote to say that
ha had only heard of the meeting through the
press, although a registered letter conmtaining
an official iavitation to ke present had been
maailed to himn & week beafore, His excuse for
pot being present, however, wag not exactly
that, bus that he lLiad o previcus engagement in
Quebec on the day of the meeting to seu the
local Governmment absut a subsidy for a railrond
in the county. ‘'This excuse turned out to bea
fraudulent one, ns a dispatch was recsived

' during  the courss of the meeting that
Mr. Vanasse, instead of being at Quebec was,
at the very morgent his letter was beiog :'eaq,
promenading the strects of Montreal. This
piece of intelligence did not create 2 very favor-
able impression on the electors ag to their mem-
ber’s courage or honesty. .

Mr. Vauasse also ventured to inform the
nieoting that the agitation or discussion of the
Riel and North-West questions was useless, in.
terested and dangerous. This was pretty gocd
from o man who was among the first ta condamn
the Grovernmens, and especially the three Franch
Ministers, botl: on the platform and in the press;
who bitterly and eloquently assailed the admin-
istration ; who was one of the committes that
drew up the Champ de Murs resolutions, and
who delivered a speoch full cf patriotic m(iigna.;
tiou at the historic meeting on the Champ de
Mars, which was the origin of the agiation
which he now declares tu ba uscless, interested
and dangercus, It was not surprising that s
storm of hiedes and groans should have covered
this ignominious valte-tace,

After Mr, Gladu finished reading the docu-
ments, he introduced in a telling speech the
orators of the day, commencicg )

. .BY SENATOR DELLEROSE..

The spesker gave the electors: a_little of the

inside history of Sir John's political career,

which opened their eyes to the zravity of the
situation, into which the sly Orange Tory chief-
tain had been pushing this Province forthe past14
vears, ot since Cartier’s death. He showed them
how Sir Joha had tricked them on the most
vital questions, such as the Marriage, the
S:hool, ete. Sir Jobn’s influence was cast
against the provinces, for he never loved or
wanted Confederation, but legislative union,
where the Catholic ninority would bave been
helpless. His remarks were most eagerly lis-
teaed to, and created a profound impression.

Mr. Duhamel followed, and dwelt special'y
upon the role played by Mr, Vanasse, the mem-
ber of the county, in the agitation. He had no
dithiculty in proving the heartlesaness and the
indecency of it, and the electors ehowed their
detestation of the position assumed by their re-
presentative by frequent and Eto!onged grosne
and cries of shame.  The sp=aker was most elo-
quent, and wes loudly applauded.

Mpr, D'virier gave an cxcellent resume of the
history of the rebellion, sad of the events that
led to the éxecution of Hiel. His speech was
forcible and instructive, and coatained many
oratorical movements which carried hisaudicnce
completely with him.

Nenator Guevremont, an old Conservative,
followsdand said it was the duty of all Canadians
to serve their conntry before their party, He
preferred to go with the masses of his compat-
riots than with gulty friends, Partyisin was
the cursw of politics, and if the Freuch Cana
dians did not look out, it would be their ruin 5
because party would divide them, and divisions
on questions of prineiple relating to their race,
their religion and their matitutions would leud
to their natural ruin.

Mr. H. J. Cloran jpointed to the furivus
threats of the crgans of Sir John and his Gov-
ernment, such as the Toronto 8fail and Mon-
treal Gazetle, who wented to reconquer this
Proviner, destroy our civil and relivious institu.
tions, and tear up the trea'y of Paris, to be
replaced by one dictated from the Orange
lodges. These were the papers and tha people
who wanted to stirupa war of races and of
creeds, but the common sense, tho intelligence,
and the patriotism of the Canadian people as a
whole bad rebuked them.  Ontaiio, Lnglish and
Protestant, which, according to them, would
eat up Yuebee and the Freach Canadians, was
the first to extead a hand of sympathy awl to
sny by its representatives, assembled in Parlia.
wment, that Quebec did well to serk the pun-
ishment of guilty odministrators, and that
(atario would stand by it in the perivrmance
of the task.

At the close of his specch Mr. Cloran was
accorded the honor of three rousing cheers by
ths meeting.

Mr. Bergeren, the young aud eloquent mom-
ber tor Lenuharnois, who knowa more about the
intimate workings of party than most gray
haired pohticians, charged Sir Johu with trying
to weaken the influence of IFremeh Canadinans by
sowing the sceds of disunion in therr ranks by
putting Chaplean against Langevin, But the
old trickster had gone too far, and he wonld fail
in dividing the prople, even i he succewied in
dividing theic representatives for the tinuee, The )
sentiment of freedom ard of 1ight was nob et
extinct in the Canadian heart, snd that =enti-

ard of thddr country against % haters. Tue
speaker also showed bow the members had boen
decrived by the ministers relagive to the ote of
Riel, aud comionuned the cetion of the G vern.
ment a3 one  of Qeception  towards  the
popu'ar representatives, of craelty towmda the
prisoner, of submis:bn o Orange wflnence,
and of dishonor to t2e mane of Canada,  Dr.
Deraeron also patd o neat eompliment to the
Tadies, v bhoss paziioti=m conid be counted on in
all times of emorgeney, e retired anud I ud
applause.

afr. Drodeur dwelt wpon the «of yiogs of {he
halfbrocds, and the generar tid-sdadmstration
of Sir John's government in North-West,
He expused the many are ok the Metis,
and showel e au xisted between
them and tho suffererd «

pAr, Pesttinis closed with wpow cind wdidens
which proved him to be & speador of o Ligh
urder, Mis appeals to the patidotian of the
peopla to cast asidz all peity issiew and face the
one groat qustion of vindicating the national
honor evoked enthusiastic applease.

The Clirinp da Murs rreolutions were than
reard to lbe mecting, which adopted then: with
unanimity and great clieering,  Vobls ot
thanks woere passed to the vresident, secretary,
orators and organizers of the meeting, aud the
verdiet of annther county was counted against
Sir Johu, Lis govertment asd his supporters,

COUNTY SOULASGES SPEAKRS OUT,

O~ S

YERDIUT AGAINST TUE GOV-
ERNMENT.

————

ANOTHER

Tha meeting of the eldetors of the County of
Soulanges, whtch was to have taken place on
Saturday 15:h, Lut whish was postponed on ac-
couut of tae weather, came off on the 16th at
Cuteau,  Inspite of the Leavy snowstorm of
the previvus night, which greatly blockaded the
roads, over one thousacd electors made it their
duty to atbend the meeting, As no ball spaci-
ous encugh to hold the meeting could be pro-
cured, o platform was erected in the open air,

'‘Cke meeting was on:  of the riost en-
thusiastic  and, in spite of  the cold
the gathering vemained to  lsten  to

and applaud the orators from 12 o'cluck tili
nearly five. Thera was not a dissenting voice
among the largs meoting, and the electors of
Soulanges, as’did their fetlow citizenz of other
counties, took upon themselves the duty of re-
cording publicly and solemnly their indignation
against the Government’s conduct and of voting
resolutions condemning it strongly. Mr. Edward
Juillet, Mayor of Cotean, wns nominated
chairman and opened the mecting by reading o
lotter from Mr, Baiu, in which the member for
Soulanges stated that Lio did not consider it his
duty tobe present at & mceting organized by
his political enemies. Among those present on
the platform were noviced Hons, Messrs, Beau-
bien, Mercior and Laflainme, Messrs, Bergeron,
M.P., Puirier, H, J, Cloran and others.

Hon. Mr. Baanbien was the first to address
the gathering, and at once aroused the onthusi-
aam of tho meeting, Ha roferrcd to the pponta-
nisty and unanimity with which every county
of the Province of uebec protested against the
hanging of Rial, 'The heart of the people had
#poken, he aaid, thore is an insult to revenge, an
ignominious stain to wash oub; this wus the
renson they had gathered tcgether in answer to
tho eoll of patriotism to stigmatize that act as

it imerited, Their attitude proved that
they were men of heart, who looked
after the honor “of their country, aund

who held high and firmly the sacred banner of
their nationality, religion, rights and honor.
When & country has been insulted as curs has
been by the act of three traitors, it is necessary

ment would wake them rully around the stand %

that we should follow a new national policy,
viz., that of reparation. It was due to the
heroic battles of our ancestors that th+ French-
Canadians learned how to make their nationality
barespected. Will we allow it to-day, without
entering cur protest, to be _aacrificed, to our
great grief, by threerenegade ¥rench-Canadians,
whom we cast off from us with indigna-
tion? The speaker then refe . to the
explanation given by Ar. Chapledu, which
in no way excused liis hataful conduct, and to
the contradictions in the statementa of that
Minister, who, in 1874, declared that the rights
of the Metis were disregarded, that they were
oppressed, and that the cause of Riel was just.
Now he mves for excuse that Riel merited
death because he repeated the offence. Did not
Her Majesty Queen Victorin declare that the
claims of the Metis were just? Did not Arch-
hishop Tach¢ aay the Metis g 1evances were well
founded, and that it was only on the refusal of
the Goveinment turecognize their rights that
the rebellion bruka out? Finally, did not Sir
Joha himself declare under oath that he could
not consider as treason the act of Louis Riel in
1570. Then why did they hane him ¥ Riel, in
giving his lifa to vindicate thie rights of his
compatriots of the North-West, will hive forever
ia our h-arts, and impartial history will conse-
crato to him a beautiful page.

Hon. Mr, Mercier then addressed the meeting
and gava a description of the several accomn-
plished facta. Hesaid that in the presence of
the odious wmurder of the marttyr Riel, tie
Liberals had, spontaneously, tendered a hand
to the Conservatives to revenge their outraged
pational lonos He did uot come there, he said.
45 chief of the ILiberal party, as delegate
of tha Liverals, or as a Liberal bhim.
self, he came as o Irench Canadian,
having felt as they did the i.jury dono their
nationality. It was oo leuger a_quostion of
party—it was a question of French-Canadiany,
and "this national movement of z peaple’s pro-
testation, which their enemies seoifed at, was
mt dead yet. as they pretended. Here even,
their large audience, in #pits of the miserable
weather, was an cvidence of the powerful vitality
of the French-Canadiar race.

Mr. Poirier, in an eloguent speech, then
spuke of the migery and di-tr.ss endured by
their compatriots of the Norylvest and the de-
terinined persecution with wineh that fatal
contest toerminated by the cremrion of Riel,
His speech greatly impees:ed nis hearers, and
he was loudly cheered,

Mr. H. J. Clcran was then cailed upun and
was enthusiastically received. Ie spoke tiret
in French and afterwards in Loglisl, 2 :d dealt
with the threats of the Jfadl ang Gozctte o ro-
conquer the Yrovinee and destroy vuar civii and
religious rights.  He pointed out that the gov-
ervanent of Sir John was condemmed, not ouly
by the French Canadiaus, bhut by all that was
liberal, farr and honest in the population, as was
attested by the recent motion in the Untario
Liegislature, which refused to whitewash Sir
Joitn  The speaker also showed that the bishops
who had alluded to the agitation did not pro-
nonnce upon the merits of the que-tion.  But
there were bwo Archbishops—one in the West,
Archbishop Tache, and ihe vther inhie East,
Awchbistiop  O'Drien—-who did express their
sentintents on the sitnatwon, and thoy were con-
dewmnatory of Sie Johi's whuinistration. My,
Cloran's remacks were eagerly listened to and
were freqrently applanded.

The Hon, Me Lail mme pave a few new
points on the Riel question, and came forward
with vietorious arguments on the rights of the
Aetin,  The spaaker was lowdly applandml,

Mr, Bergeron delivered a faw words, stigma
tizing the conduct of the Minitevs, Riel's hang-
men,  His remwarss were enthusinstieally op-
plauded,

Tue Champ de Mars resolutions wevs then
proposed by the fol'owinggentlemen and carried
smid loud cheering, there not being a single
diswnting voice :—

Propozed by Messrs, Dr.JJ. O, Moussean, J.
ILJ Prevost, I Brasseur, Daniel Daoust,
Prenvenu Marcon, Julisn Daoust, Anthanase
¢ swnst, Arthur Biren, Napoleon Jasiin, Louis
Vaillaneonrt, 12d 'uard Oueliet, Mo'se Lalonde,
Michel Leclere, Josenh Pilon. Theophile Blon.
dm, Joachim  Montpetit, Ilubeit  Leclere,
Juzaph Prarand, Samuel Daosut, Moise Bes-
wer, Joachim Lalownde, J. Bte. Cievier, An-
ulue Besuer,

Seconderd by Mosars, Gation Seguin, Onesimo
Ceevier, Zenon Lafrance,  Abrabua Sanve,
Juseph Letoux,  Maxime  Lereax, Flaven
Cliolette, David Daoust, S Loarault, J Biseon.
nette, Joseph Lermux, T Crevier, Julien
Crevier, Wilfrid Choquette, Hormisdas Clio-
quotte, Antoine Masso, Hormisdas Masse, J Bie
Crovier, Richiard Methot, Chuarles Chales, Tsaie
Prieur, Ferdinand Masse, 1o Alred Sauwve, Laade
Prieur, Frederie Beriunlt, Stanislas Lefebyvre et
G Bourdennais

f bt i—

POUNDMARER CONVERTED.

ALCHBINUOY TACHK SENDS THYE NBWS TO
BISEOP GRANDIN—TIIE INDIAN COIEF,
WITH 28 CuMPANIONS, EMBRACES CiikiE-
TIANITY.

Wo have received the fullowing lutter from
the Ilev. Father Lacombe O, M. 1., communi
eating the happy tidiogs of the conversion of
Pomndmnker, the redoubtable Indian Chief
and ane of the fizurcs of the late rebellion in
the North-west:—

My Dean Sin,—Right Reverond Bishor
Grundin has just received the following tele-
gram;

s Sr. Boxwracy, Man, 18th Feb., 1356.—
“ To.day 1 have baptized VPoundmaker
© {Pittowkahanapiwiyin) and twenty-cight cf
* hig companicns io the penitentiery,

“ ArcupisHop Tacup.”

Tho blood of the Reverend Fathers Fafard
and Marchand hss pleaded to heaven for the
conversion of theso poor prisoners. Probably
they will bo pardoned soon, a8 it ia the wish
of everybody; but it was convenient that
they stiould receive the great parden of God
befors they receive the pardon from men,

Tho views of Providence are admirable.
So true it is to say with great consclation :
o Sanguis marlyrum semen Christianorum ;"
¢ the blood of martyrs ie o seed of Clris-
tians,”

Yours respeotfully,
Avz, Lacouer, O.M.1,

This your Iaaster, for the first time since
1734, falls upon April 25, which iy also St.
Mark’s Day. There is o concurrent tradition
that o late Easter makes o late spriog; and
the colored people of the South often say :

“ I4'ano use talikin’; there will be nc good
weather until after Eoster,”

AT BEAUHARNOIS

Mr. Rergeron, M. P., Enthustastically re-
ceived and Endorsed-The County
Solld for the Patriotic and Talent-
ed Young Canadlan.

T'he mass meeting held at Beauharmois wae
another triumph for the cause of justice and
honest government. it waa called toendorse
and approve the labora and conduct of the
representative ot the county, Mr. Bergeron,
M., About 2,000 eloctors responded to the
call, aud gave their talented and patriotic
membar a rousing reception. They wore
evidently proud of him aund of his work on
behaif of the county during the past four
months. They cheered him to the echo, and
they cheered him all the mcre when it was
announced that eithe: Mr. Tassé, M. P, for
Ottawa, of La Minerve, or Sir Hector
Langevin ictended to contest the county
at the next elections as a matter of revenge
against Mr. Bergeron for his gallant work
against 1 corrupt and unjust government.
The new candidate, to sccure the support of
the pecple, would promise them the building
of a canaland public works in the county to
the extent of 22,000,000. But when the
electors were asked if they would soll their
votes for that putronaze they cried out with
indignaticu, ** No! Never! Wo are not
going to nacrifice a younyg patriot for an old
pewlaid.”  * Bergeron  before  Lungevin,
"Tass¢ and all their canals and public works

The euthusiaem with  which this sen-
timent cf corfidence and  attach
ment to their voung member was

cxpreseed, could not but be u grateful com-
pensation to Mr. Bergeron for all his labors
and sacritice in the cause.

The ieeeting was held in the warket
#quare, and was presided over by Messra, T,
Trudel and lsidere Pilon, Prefect of the
county. Mr. S, A, Brodeur acted as secre-
tary. Tarce important letters were read from
Senatyr Lrudel, Hou, Mr. Mercier and Mr.
Deejardios, M. U, who all expressed adwira-
tian fur Mr. Bergeron, and urged the county
to stand by him,

Mr, J. G, H. Bergeron, M.P., member for
the county, thanked the electors for having at-
tended tin: meeting in such large nunibers,
thereby imitating the electors of other counties
who Ead as embled to express theie opinion on
the question now agitating the public mind. In
five days, he said, parliament would open, and
he Gesired, brtore taking part in the great fight
which rnuu-t there take place, to receive an ap-
probation of his conduct from the patriotic
electors of Leanharnois, Having referred to
his services as a member for the county, he de-
clared that there was no change of optnivns or
principles on the part of those who bad placed
themselves ot the head of the present great
national moveinent. Men of all shades of
politiea bad joined hiands in dighting for the
vroteetion of  our  constitutional  institu-
tions,  .After referring to tho dutivs of elec.
tors to banish from power those representatives
who sllow themselves to ba hought over, he
reviewed the facts in councetion with tho excen-
tion of Riel, declaring that it was o direct
atroka at tha French-Canadian rice,  &irJohn
AMacdenald had caleulated to satisfy tie desires
of the Orangemen W hanging Wiel, and o, in
tune, make everythingall right with the Qnebee
representatives,  Unfortunately, Lis calenla-
tions have been a little realized. Having re-
corded his regret at the action of Chapleay, in

turning  his  back  vpon  his  provinee
and  despisteg his nationality, he  ro-
ferred to Sir Jelm's Lasty flight, and to

the manner in which the  independence of
the presa had heen bought over, quoting as
an instance L Canndien, whaose editor, Mr,
Tacte, had previvusly, oo the Champ da Mars,
entered bis protest azainst the act of theGovern.
ment at Regina. Leaving the other I'rench
Cunndian jouruals of Quebec ho turned to bMon-
treal and spokeof thestand taken by Le Mincrve
and the manner in which Le Monde had turned
its coat, The speaker then referred to the
sifferings of the Metis, their vepeated appeals
to the GGovernment for help, the' obstinate re-
fusal with which these appeal: were met, and to
the fact that the Metis were purely on the de-
fonsive when they were fire'd upon by Major
Crezier, as Mar, Taché had testified,  The trial
.1 Riel by six jurors, who did not understand a
word of French, and who wore nw more than
Uovernment  partisans, was  then  tonched
upon  and  strongly  depounced by M,
Lecgeron, These jurers had found Riel guilty.
g recommmended mercy. The ministers had
promised that Rick would not hane, and yet
they finally submutted to Sir John, 1t has been
said, continued the spealker, that thismovement
will result in the isolation of the l'rench Cana-
dinns. and theive alienation from the other
nationalities,  Nothing could be wore false, for
the Ianglish adwire men of heart, To-day, 1n
face of the dishonor wh el has been inflicted
upon we, it was the duty of the Freach Cana.-
dians to enter Lheir protest, and other nationali-
tios would say: They are men of heart, and
are worthy of a cunstitutional governmeut
which will allow them to make themselves
respected.”  Tn o conclusion, Mr.  Bergeron
anid there was no need of starting any sedi-
tions movenent. A constitutional eyatem had
bsen miven them by which they could banish
trom power al} unworthy Ministera, Sir John
Maedonald, who vwed his present pesition to
tho Provinee of Quebec, had forgotten all the
Frooch Canadians had rlone for hun in order to
please 2 certain class of favatica, The French
Canadians had not torgotten all his, however,
and would soon ba able to show that Sir John
had been decidedly wrong in his calculations,
Mr, Bergeron concluded his_speech amid pro-
longed cheerr, expressing the hope that he
would have the consolation of knowing that he
liad the support of the clectors of Beauharnois.

Tho meoting %gs nlsu addressed by Hon,
Mr, Beaubien, Melsrs, Larean, Duhamel, H.
J. Cloran, Poirier and Bisson,

At the close of their speeches Mr, Bergeron,
the locul member was cilled upon fo pro-
nounce for or against the Ottuwn Government.
In two speeches of 4 heur end § hour he
monaged to keep from the queation
and 1o hold aloof fram seying what
were bis 1utentions, notwithstanding repeated
requests to do go by his clectora. In the end
he was made the target of sarcapm and
ridicule until he had to give way before the

‘repudiation of the meeting.

The Champ de bdlarg rcsclutiona were read
and adopted with wild and prolonped cheer-
ing. Even Mr. Borgerou, M.P.D., did not
protest againat their adoption. Thora wus
just one solitary voice againat tho resolution,
a Mr, Alexis Doutre, an ex-rouge who, it

sppenrs latety entered the employ of the
Government, '

ECHOES FROM REGINA.

The Causes that Led to tha Metis
Insurrections — Starvation ‘and
Spoliation—Riel Thrice Pardoned
for wanat Later Caused His Exe-
cution—Graphic Narrative by an
Eye Witness.

* The Giibet of Regina—The Truth About
Riel—Sir John A, Macdonald and iie Cabi.
not Before Public Opinicon ” is the title of a
book which has just been published, in French
and English, by Thompson & Moreau, New
York, and which, besides imparting a goodly
amount of facts heretofore unkaown about
Riel, the Metin rebellion and its causes, and
Sir John's probable reasons for hanging Riel,
iz aleo likely to cause o great commotion
among the French and Eoglish Cuanadians,
the Irish Catholics and the disciples of Wil-
liam of Orange, such ns may have for effoct,
i.e., the Jownfall of Bir Juhn and his Cabinet,
their relegation to political oblivien, aund an
increase of race antipathy which may event-
ually lcad to rebellion or secession.

The book is published anonymously, bulit
was cvidently written by, us ho signs hitself,
¢ Ouo Who Koows,” 'Theanthorisa French
Canadian well known to the publishers, who
occupied an official position, as he tells us,
under the Ottawa government, in the North-
west, from 1860 to 1874, It is evident that
ho is familinr with the subject he treats, us
his graphic description of the disgraceful
state of aflairs which has prevailed for many
years among the Moetis and of the events of
recent occurrence bears the impress of an eye
witness in many particulare,

The writer of the preface recommends all
French Canadians to band together to obtain
their right, and advises the half-breeds tu
demand indemnpities similar to those granted
by the Cauadian Government after the revo-
lution of 1837-38, and says in language not
altogether frec from the aroma of sedition
that if, through constitutional agitation these
cannot be secured, *¢ then you have no right
to remuin in the Federation,” and ends by
gaying :—* You have the sympnthies of the
civilized world, but potentiul civilizing
clements side with you, and will give you
comfort in your time of noed.”

THE METIS AND THE BUDSON EAY COMIANY.

The suthor beging by eaying that it would
bo well nigh impusaible for any cne not closely
coanected with the eventa which have con.
vulsed the North-West Territory for mauy
years to fully uaderstand the cwnuses which
led to the outbreak, which had its prelogue
in 1869 and 1ita epilogue in 18S5. In o
pamphlet which Bishep Tachké published a
few months before the first expedition he

advised the Prench-Canadiuns to keep
away from Manitobs, for obvious rea-
gone. As o consujuence eighty per cent

of tho effective force of the expedition] wasg
composed of Knglish Canadians, mostly from
Oatario, who ncarly «ll scttled on their land
grunt of 100 acres. This has cnubled the

English eclement to dvminate in  Manitoba
cver since, and that portion of the Dumin on,
the author suys, is forever lost to the French
Canadian supremacy, which, had it prevailed,
would, in Lis opinion, have averted the in-
surrections and the subscquent hanging of
Riel,

TIE ENECUTION OF SCOTT JUSTIFIABLE.
Of the execution of Thomas Scott in 1569,
by order of the provisional government the
author writes :

Thowmnas Scott was far from being the good
natured sort of fellow his Orange friends have
tried to inake believe, On the contrary, he
was o rough character. He had threstened
Riel'a Jifc on scveral occasions, and he was
certainly koown as capable of carry-
ing his  threats into  execution. 1
know as a positive fact that Riel himself
was opposed to Scott’s eyecution, even atter
the sentence had been prenounced, I koow,
alse, that he tried his utmoest to save him,
but his intervention wos wccorded no ntten-
tion Dy his followers, All those who knew
Scott well (and I have been brought inte con-
tact with maay of them) ngree in saying that
Rliel’s ife was in immediate danger so long as
Scott wus allowed to go free around the
country, This cize was one of self-defence—
nothing else.
After his arrest and bLefore his trinl Scott
waos asked several tiines to leave the country,
He persistently refused, saying openly on
several occusions that be should rewmain in
Manitoba untdl he had put o bullet throogh
the brains of thut——————of n French
hali-breed iel, e waua advised by his own
fricads to keep quiet and wait patiently, like
the other people of the Prevince, fos the re-
establishment of peace and order.
The writer admits that the pravisional
government undoubtedly -took & groat
responsibility in permitting tho execution of
Scott, but says it was a justifiable and even
compulsory nct; and adds that, although it
furnished the main excuse for Llicl’s execu.
tion, it had been thrce times condemned by
Government. As long ngo as 1873 lliel and
hia followers were granted umnesty plzine e
entiere, a8 tho following will show:—
Oan the 2ith of Jnne, 1873, Lord Kimberly,
Secretary for the Colonies, in answer to un
official request, signed by Lord Dufferin,
then Governor-General of Canada, notified
the Dominion Cabinct that the imperial
government had granted o full amzesty in
ravor of Ricel and his followers,

SUNSEQUENT EVENTS,

After mentioning the  ristous conduct of
the volunteers s few days after their arrival,
in Mapitoba; the meanner in which they
insulted and nssaulted the halfbreeds—men,
women and children—with impunity and
immunity (for tho corroboration of which he
refors the reader to snch men as Governor
Archibeld, QGovernor Donald A. Smith,
Premier John Norquay aud others), the
author asks if those who turned against such
outrageous conduct and the spoilation of
which they had been made victims were the
rebels, or those who were guilty of it.

How the Government thought it politic, if
not absolutely just, to oconfer the laud prant
of 240 ncres unpon the Metis; the manner in
which land sharks lured the most of it away

from them by illegitimate means ; the accept-

v

ance of Riel’s services by the Government
against the Fenian invasion; his election to
Parlinment and his inability to taka his geat
by rcason of “threata sgsinet his life by a
mob of fanatic Orangemen,” and the sub-
sequent fiftoen years of the Metis' per-
secution are next gone over, all of which
sheds a grent deal of new light on the claims
these unfortunates had for redress, and which
it would be hard for any civilized nation to
deny.
JARBARIC PERSECUTIONS.

_From 1§75 to 1884 many French half -breeds,
disposseased of their lands by speculaters,
left the province for the Saskatchewan.
Here their persccution became worse than
ever, they being driven out of their heme.
ateads by people who claimed to have pur-
chased them from the authoritiss at Qttaws or
Winnipeg. They were chased frox, =lape to
place and were trequently o)liged oo ve in
tents a nd wigwams with their wives and
children. Remonstrance met with no answer
from Sir Joht, and finally the provincial gov-
ernments were appealed to, Lut with ne
be.ter success thun promises that wero never
kept. Indignation meetings were held, in
which wnnesation to the United States was
discussed. The people were actually atarving
and at the mercy of rapacions dealers, who
charged quintuple for the necessaries of lifo
and paid Uut half price for everything.

Finally, in June, 1554, Ric! was called upon
by representative Metis, who begged him to
8ee if he could not d> somethiug to relieve
their distress.  They narrated oll their
griosvances, and stropgly appealed to his
patriotiam and his well known love tor his
race, e deeply sympathized with them, he
said, buthad decided 1o tuke no further
active purt in politics. He was told his
countrymen had no one elso to look to ; that
their wives aed children were starving, home-
legs nnd daily insulted, nnd that to sbaadon
them in their predicam=nt would be & cow-
ardly act,

el reflected o long
yieled to their entreaties.
himself fron the embrace of his femily aud
left the home in which he had lived eo
happily to cspouse their caues,

He then realized, on inspection, that the
reports of their distress had not been ex-
ngzerated. The Goverument anawered his
petitions by increasing the strongth of the
mounted police. Oa the 20th ot March o
privato despatch fromn Prince Albert an-
nounced that itsurrection was inevitabile ; on
the 23rd nnother brought tha intelligence
that it had commenced, and the goverement
then, while denyiog all these rumors, sent
troops from Winnipeg to Princo Albert.

What followed was fully reported in the
Post at the time, which suvstantially agreca

time and finally
He painfually tore

with the author’s nurrative.

Some fifty pages ure rext devoted to the
opinion of the press, ten of which are taken
up by editoriala from T Post and Trurk
WiTsEss contemning Riel's execution, and
warning Sir Jolhn a3 to its probable conse-
quences, Thero are also extracts from Mag-
donald’s own organa condemning bis course,
and lettersfrom his own former supporters
repudiating his actions und withdrewing their
support for the tuture.

Three French Canadinn Miniaters—Lange-
vin, Caren and Chaplesu-—next come in for
their share of the blame, for having sacrified
their Jove of country to their love of power,
The writer says they could havesaved Kiel,
o8 Macdonall would not have permiited his
execution had they threatened to resign if ho
persiated in carrying it out,

RIEL'S TRIAL —ORANGEISM,

'Tire writer goes on toshow that the manner
in which Riel was tricd-—by « jury of six
Iinglishmen—provea that ke was condemned
beforehand ; then animadverts upon the
apparent treachery of the Qovernment,
which, after Middleton had told him that if
he would surrender he could rely entirely
upon the mercy und leniency of tho (iovern-
ment, and after the jury, with tears in their
eyes, hud recommendied him to mercy, was
inexorable, and inflicted capital panishment,
snd adis that Sir Joha in doing go yielded to
the threats of **his c¢n-relirionists, the
Orangemen, who told him that Riol's life wus
the price of their votes,”

Orangeism, next to Macdonald, is nade to
bear the brunt of the blame for Lliel’s c¢xecu-
tion, and the author asks, ““ Now, French
Canadians, are yon going to bend your once
proud heads and offer silently your backs to
the Orange krout 7

The Orange oath, ** tests” und obligations
are cext cited, the Intter of which containg
such liwes, in ftelics, av, ““Ifhe (o Roman
Cathelic) offends me I will use my best en-
deavors to shed the laat drop of his blood,’
and ¢ 1 solemnly swear thet I will defend all
the heirs to the Crown, sc long as they sup-
port the Frotestant erceonduney.”

RIEL AN IRISIIMAN,

AbD¢ Tanguays ¢ Dictionnaire Géansda-
logiqua” is next quoted to show that Riel's
ancestor’s were Irish, born iu the parish of
Saint DPierre, city of Lirmerick ; that the
name was originally spelied ** Reol,” and that
they emigruted later to Canada, where Jean
Baptiste, Riel’a father, was borz, e then
emigrated to tho North-Weat, where he
married a French half-breed, who bhore him a
son, Lonis David, who in turn married Juiie
Lagimodicre, now his widow.

The book is highly sensatiopal and inter-
esting throughout, uud its echo is likely to bo
heard for quite a peried and to travel a con-
siderable distance befere it diesout,

T he order of Christ, whion the Pope con-
fervod upon Privee Biamarck, was crigizvally
a kuightly order of Portugal, éderived from
tho order of Kuights Templar, which King
Dionyaius of Portugal (1512) did not wish to
he dissolved in his conntry, When Fope
John XXII. sanctioned the King’s decree
{1317), on the cundition ihat the knights
ghould conform to the order of St. Renediot
and the doctrines of the Cisterciaps, he
reserved to himself the right of extending the
ordor. Asa Portuguese order ithas threo
clpeses at present ; 88 o Papnl one it has only
cne class, wnd iy officially olassed as tha
higheet Catholie order of -merit,. It consists
of a long ‘red .rows, having a-white cross in

the centro, and is worn:round the' neek on o
ved ribbony, ..o gl 0




