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THE PEARL : DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

THE DISCONSOLATE.

Evening dewa are gently fulilng,
Evening glories gild the west,

Dirda, with folded wings are calling
Home the wanderers to their rest,

Y

Lengthening now across the meadowa,
Where the flocks no longer stray,
Hofily steal the evening shadowa,
O’er the steps of parting day.

Silence reigns o'er moor and mountaln,
Bileuce through the verdaut vale ;

Suve where vome melodious fountain
Tells its never-cnding tale—

Tells of stars, that, nightly shining,
Lend their brightness to jta breast---

Tells, and tells without repining, -
1fow its waters know no rest.

1s therc then no voice of sorrow ?
- Not one murmur in the blast ?
No foreboding for the morrow ?
Nolamenting o'er the past ? -

" Child.of tears, it 1dthy walling,
- Thine ulone that meets mine ear;
o Whence thy grief, when all prevailing
' - Love nnd peaceare xum"hng here ? )

',._thnce thy grlef? 1tis thy blesaing,—-
Thine nlone, with conscious cye,

To look around thee, still confussing,
_God 1s here, in earth, and sky.

Child of tenrs ! thon art not slighted,
In the record of his Love ;

Though perchance awhile benighted,
Heest thou not the star above ?

Know'st thou not the gracious message,
Sent to all the sons of care ?

Heed not then the darkest pressge,—
God Is present every where.

For the Pearl.

UNION.

OR 'IHD DIVIDED CHURCH M’lDE ONE, .

J.‘lus _popelar work by the. drstmnmshed anthor of - ¢ Mummon,
. appenrs to have c‘mtcd mteusc interest, and obtumed a high de-
{gree, of eelcbnty in- Greal Bntum. We-. {ear, however, that the
fcelmg of partiality - in'its - favour will prove ‘evanescent, ‘and’ thut
wy.the, churches of the- Mother Counlry will romain as dmded as
cvel, nutwrlhstundnw the prqrseworlhv eﬂ'crls of Mr. Harris. Be
 this as it may, this excellent writer has done his duty—faithfully
hus he warned the professed fullowers of Clrist of the-evils of di-
_\’lSlOI] and uncharitableness, and aflectionately has he exhorted
them to put on bhowels of mercies and to be tender hearted to-
wards each other. As it comports with the avowed objects of|
The Pearl to promote union and good will amongst ull the friends |
of the Redeewer, we shull embrace the present opportunity of
- Inying before our readers a few cloquent extracts, {rom the noble;
work, the title of which heads the present article.

Sources or Disunien 1N CHURCHES,

Our author in his fifth chapter notices the primary or auxiliary
means by which the divisious of the Church have been perpetra-
ted since the Reformation. v, larris considers them to have
~ been the predominanco of secular influence over spiritual aflairs ;
unscnptur.rl tests and terms of communion ; an exaggerated de-
' testation ol some lieresy or corruption alrendy acknowledged ;
" un obstinate ulmchmcnt to things as they are ; the prevalence of;
““eeclesiustical ussumpuon ; the prejudices of illiberal” education ;-

“reproachiul n'\mes and  cpithets ; the e\cephomble mode of,

conducting controv ersies ; and the conduct of the religious pub-

lrc in, conﬁmnlr their reading and intercourse almost exclusively

10. lhelr own party. More particularly, our author cnumerates.

Lhrcu sources of disunion in churches : namely, a spirit of self-

mnpmt.mcc amang their mewbers,—a spicit of wposition on the
part of their officers,—and their departure from seripture purity,
or primitive simplicity, Let cvery denonmination lav w  heart
“what cnsues :—

* Among the many important refleetions suggested by this chap-
ter, the follpwing sazms alinost forced on our attention :—1. Ihat
the additions which wan has made, from time to tine, to the ordi-
nanees of God, have been the most {ruitful sources of agitation
and quareet, 2. That even these have not led to actual separa-
tion, until they have been suthoritatively enforced, and made in-
dispensable. 3. 'T'hat neither the one, nor the other, could have
taken place, if the aathority of the Bibie nd been vegarded and
revered asparamount. 4. That the supreme uuthority of the Bi-
ble waned in the church justin proportion as unsanctified weszlth,
and rank, and influeuce, were allowed to gain the ascendant ;
till the church lad become a worldly corporation, and the Bible
was silenced und vintually expelled. 5. 'That the admission of]
irreligious men to place or power in a Christian church, is the
admission of so many agents of schism ; and henze it is, partly,
that in the consuuunation of that kingdom, which is never 1o be
rent or removed, all such are excluded. 6. And that the  Chris.

lioy would prove to .bé reasons “for hamiliation and gnef 8 how

.many of those things which the churches generally make their

Jterwards, we are directed to the real author of schism, a5 being
‘Satan himself, the prime * disturber of the universe.’

(thing 5 since it leads to a division of labour, and perhaps whole-

;union itself, we are told, in order to be permanent, must be found-

tian love, which the Gospel breathes and enjoins, and which is
to bo found in the faithful alone, is the only balm to heal the
wounds with which the church is bleeding at the liands of schism.’

Tests OF A ScHISMATICAL SPIRIT.

The sixth chapter of ¢ Union® is beyond all praise ; as descrrbmu
the tests of a schismatical spirit. Happy, thrice bappy will be
the lot of those, who after reading this section, are ready to judge
themselves rather than others ; who feel disposed, far less to be-
hold the mote that is in the eye of a brother, than to consider
with contrition, and cast out with repentance, the beam that may
exist in their own. Mr., Harris justly remarks, that, were Chris-
tians in general to become adequately affected with the enormity
of the evils of schism, they would not merely suffer but invite the
word of exhortation, and lay themselves open to its searching io-
fleence. [e hypothetically-delineates the Great Shepherd about
to make oo his throne of judgment, an investigation into the spi-
ritnal state of the various commumons of Christendom :— .

¢ Then as -each church in successron came up for inspection §
as its history was s!owiy, patiently, ‘and impartially . brought to
hnht, as its stnte, at_present, pnssed ur.der the eye ol' ﬁammcr
ﬁre ; and as the heart of each of it members was laid upen ‘and
bnre,—-whnt strange and unexpected disclosures ‘would tnke
place !’ How many ol'our present sub_]ecr.s of connratutauon nnd

many, who have hitherto’ enjoyed the title of champions of the
trath, would depart, branded as agents of strife, and rmu]eaders of
faction ! In many instances, the accuser would be seen takmc
the place of the accused ; and the supposed and compussxonuted
victin of schism be dencunced as its authar. Terms of comma-
nion not prescribed by the word of God, tests of discipleship de-
vised by man,—symbols of parly, and badges of distinction,—

boast and their glory,—would be denounced as the ereatures of
faction, and the.causes of strife, where otherwisa charity would
have reigned in peace.’ p. 156.

THE REAL AUTHOR OF ScHisy. -
With regard to the guilt and evils of schism, our essayist, in his
seventh chapter, surveys the account given ofthem in the New
‘Festament, together with the. fearful effects which - disunion proQ
duces, at the present, trme, upen individuals and churches, as
well as . upon the world at larae Ilavmn stated that schism is
“an ezcluswe, _faciwus, und’ uncharrtab]e -state of mind,
whe:ever found,”*- -he begins by. takmw a’ rnpld gi.mce at. the
closing scenes of the Jewish economy, when the’ zealous’ spmt of
party turned neighbouring temples into rival forlressses ; S0 that
Mounts Moriah and Gerizim stond perpetually frowning at each
other. He notices, moreover, the remarkable fact, that in six of
the epistles it is affirmed, that ¢ love is the fulfilling of the law 3’
so that a spirit of contention is in eifect that evil principle which
does its utmost to nullily, or at least neutralize the Gospel. Af-

¢ Entering the sacred inclosure,—the paradiso of the mew
creation,—he carly sowed the seeds of dissension, and effected
another fall of man. Aware that the conversion of the world is
suspended on the unity of the church, he leaves no means un-
tried, and no agency unemployed, which is likely, by embroiling
the church, to frustrate its design, and to prolong lis possessi'o‘n
of the world. \Vhile, by the same means, the church has often
beon rendered an easy couquest to  the world : and short of thla,
has furnished it with sport, and even awakened emotions mingled
with pity and contempt.” p. 176.
Excuses ror Disunion ExaMiNen.

While our author declares that ¢ obedience to the will of Christ
may render separation from a chureh an imperative obligation,’
he examines at great iength, the various ‘pleas and disgnises of
He opens up, with much quiet irony, the grand mistake
of those who sometimes, wighout being quite aware of it, main-
ttin in eflect that schism may, after all, not be so very bad a

\(‘\llbln

some rivalry.  Another excuse for disunion is the assertion often
wade, that unanimity of sentiment is essential to union, since
vithout it the apparent concord would be real hypocrisy, The

¢d on the supreme and sole authority of the inspired word, as
well as the inalicnalle vight of private judgment. \Vith respect
to such as wonld enquire whether any degree of truth is to be sa-
crificed in upholding unien, Mr. Harris replies :—

¢ We have toremind the objector, that thereis a wide differ-
ence between denouncing schism and asking for the sacrifice of
truth. 1f we could present him with vo alternative between
schism and uniforinity.—if we were to propose perfect unanimity ||i
of opinion instead of unanimity of affection, he would then have
ground for repeating and urging his objection. But let him ob-
serve first, a truth which we lhave often repeated already—that
we do not ask him to sacrifice his opinions, hnt only his unchris-
tian bigotry. \We do not ask the Independent to become un

!

Episcopalian, nor the Episcopalian 1o become an Independent.’

We do not ask the Calvinist to change sides with the Arminian,!

nor the Baptist with the Pmdo-baptist : but- only to exchange the
visible expressions of that love, which they oughl'mutually to
cherish, as heirs together of the grace of life. We have to re-
mind him, secondly, that by maintaining his present posmon, “he
most likely s sacrificing the truth, in ingre senses than one ;
while by maintaining the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,
he would be vindicating and magnifying the truth. At present,
he is saying in effect, ¢ The grand doctrines of salvation are no-
thing as a basis of Christian uaion, unless their reception be ac-
companied by certain shades of opinion which I nyself have
adopted ; the fact that God hath received him into his favour, is
no argument why I should receive him into communion, althongh
inspired authority has affirmed that it is, unless he will consent to
adopt every tittle of my creed :'—and thus the troth, asit is in
Jesus, is reduced to a level with the truth us it is in a pariy.
Whereas, by mnaking those doctrines the groand of Christian union,
he would be exalting them before the eyes of the world, and pro-
claiming, that so great and. glorious are_they ia. his estimation,
that every thmn else appears comparatively little, At present he
iy sacrificing truth, also, by indulging his attachment to-particular
shades of opinion, at:the expense of all that large’ portion of the
Brble, swhich inculeates Jove to the brethren. - He is putting. con-
tempt-on the truth, by putting contempt on the brotherhood. ; He
is dlspuravma so large and vital a porhon of the; Blble, that rf he .

perslsls in sacrificing - it, even though he retain every other part

he is.endangering his salvation. <1, * said Baxter,—and the’ sen—
timeéut was worthy the msprred pea of the seraphic John,—~ I can -
as willingly-be a martyr for love as. for any article of my creed.’

But in- his infatuated zeal for a punctilio or a party, the objector
appears utlerly to forget that there is such an article as' love in his

creed, or such a doctrine ag Jove in the Bible. He defends some

little angle or ornament in the temple of truth, at the expense of
one of the pillars. He contends for the letter, or rather, perhaps,

for o letter.of the truth, in a way which- tramples on the spirit

which pervades the whole. Whereas, thirdly, we have to re-

mind him that by cultivating catholic fellowship, he would be not

merely not sacrificing the truth, .not. merely maintaining it, but

most likely promoting his own peculiar view of it. He might still
incoleate those views from-the-pulpit and the press, and recom-

mend themn by the amiable influence of his emmple ; for contro-

versy itsell'may be so conducted- as to win esteem, mstead of

alienatingit. . “Love is a key; s which’ would aﬁ'ord him the readiest
and the surest access to' the hearts and. corlscrenees oi‘ o!hers. Ii'; g
his peculmr views are scnpturul us Lhey came. down at; ﬁrst from !

is more likely to be seen and '1pprec1.1ted in the-serene atmosphere
ol'-peace than in any other, And as the whole systém of revealed
truth originated in the love which compassionated our fatal igno-
rance, is he not likely to be ‘more successful in propagating it,
the more he inculcates it in the spirit in which it was first con-
ceived ?* pp. 208—210.

EviLs oF Division.

Qur author's last chapter, the eleventh, enumerates many mo-
tives and arguments for laying the subject, as he has now doue,
before the religious public. His appeal is made to the faithful of .
Christ Jesas of every community. He reminds us, that while
science can boast of her catholicity, the followers of the Prince of
Peace ought no™ longer, were it enly for very shame, to disturb
the political qule' of the “country by their brorls. ‘He dwells up- .
on the evident filness of unity, and its consequenl avreeableuess
to the blessed Trunty in Unity ; rammdmn hls readers ‘that the -
Church owes her - etlstence to their 1nﬁnlte ]ove. The last ex— -
tract we cin ﬁnd room foris ‘the followmg —_ |

e And are our dwrsrons thus castmu thelr shadows f'orwards mto
cternny ? Are they not only 1mpmrmg our usefulness and hap-
piness now, but even threatening to dim the lustre of the crown
which shall be assigned to us then ?  And for what ? fWho is to
be the cramer’ Wlmt is the compens:mon ? ‘When is it to ac-
crue? Assemble the church and .inquire. Surely, ifan ndvun-
tage is ever to result, it must by this time have appeared. Fif-
teen hundred years have been allowed to try the merits of divi-
sion. Summon the various parties and learn what these merits
are. Alas! some of them are embroiled too deeply to obey the
call. And of those that do, some refuse to approach, lest they
should be contaminated by the touch of another denomivation ;
while the rest, estranged from each other, exhibit signs of mutnal
jealonsy and distrust. And is 1this the religion of love, in praise
of whose fraternal and sympathetic spirit, inspiration prepared its
loftiest strains? How has its gracions spirit evaporated ! and
whither has it fled? Is this the church which was to advance
likea bannered host, carrying with her the sympathies of the
groaning creation, gathering up trophies at every step, and retorn-
ing at length from the circuit and conquest of the world, laden
with many crowns for Him, who had caused her to trivmph in
everyfplace ? Is this the body which was to be made one, by
the inhabitiog and all pervading Spmt ; and of whose unity the
most intimate and compacted objects in creation were considered
the most appropriate emblems ?  Alas ! that body is so disloca-

.ted, dismembered, and mangled, that it has become another vision

of dry bones ; and another resurrection, which shall Lring bone

the: calm ‘region of heaven ‘80 therr self—recommeudmn escellence N



