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in mankind to turn rymbuls into images and
foliche+, und to elevate what was meant merely
to convey. an idea into an object of worrhip.
In the Catacomb:at Rome the grief of Chris-
linns ‘expressed iteelf in a very innocent way
by the ure of the cmblems of faith and hops.
At presout the use of emblems to catch the
eyes of chiidren is mereiy o tysiem of olject
teuchiog, such as God plunned !or [srael in the
furpiture of the Tabernacle. It will be well
for us all to remember that the embiems sanc-
tioned in tho New Te-tument were not merd
ornaments, but were living forme: the lamb,
the dove, or things in actvual use, the lamp, the
srmor; 80, to-day, the living omblem, “the
child set in our midat” is the centsal object in
every group of disciples to teach what is
greutest in 1be kingdom of heaven. Do not
‘Het our apniversaries geteo clogged with orna-
ments thut we forget Lhe lurgar sy mbolism of
sctual life which teaches us through every
Jiving toim and work of God, and consecrates
onr daily bread and water 1o signify the deep-
emt blessings of God’s grace.

If the quertion of expense forbids the pre-
aration of a florul design, the cheuapest ex-
pedient, and by no mexns the least_entortain-
ing, will be a good blackboard dusize d-uwn
befote 1he children’s eyos by a competent Land.

There aro muny ways of cclebrating Christ-
mas which are not aduapted to the church build-
ing. A Christmu~ tree i8 best erccted in the
-parish building, if thero be one, and all exer-
cires of & semi sccular character or mirth-pro-
~xoking nuture must be excluded fiom the
church building. 1t will be ofien qugnliqned
whether prizes rhall be given or not; if given
Stoll, they should bo awarded for the higbest
olie 'S in 1he echool, excelleuce in studies and

JEU o in atiendunce at chuich and sehool,
regulari,

pever for sep
sacrifice of altena..
gruce and not as prizes
be merely mementocr of o
some rich putron wizhes to .
ehonld be carefully sclected by .
reading committce. Noune but w
bouks rhould ever go out in the name .
Sundayirchocl. And very few individuals |
dircreet enovgh to be left to decideon the char-
acter of & largre number of books, and if dis-
creet enough, still fower are so patient ae to
muke thorough examination of a lurge quantity
of gift books.  Better and cheaper will it be for
the baok giver to select throe or tour good books
and 1then give all childien of suitable age, the
reame volume. This will reduce the lubor of
gelecling aLd salisfy the demand for impartiul-
1y.

The cheapest and not tho least prized gift,
is in the shupe of a tastefully printed and bound
copy of the programme which may be infivitely
vuried as to illustration aud embelishment,

There are mirsion schools where the gifts
may be any useful article, which poor chi.dren
lack. But in this cbarity field there is ulso
am}le 100m for tact and taste in planning to
mecl the simple wants ol t'e least of the Christ
Child’s litlle ones. Much giving fails to win
the gratitudo it looks for by omitting to add
the tender graces of refinement aLd considern
tion in selecting i1 fuvors.

It is hoped that tbhese suggestions will be
belpful 19 rectors, superivtendenis and scholars,
and that those whose experience has enriched
them with betler ideas will rend the recults of
their wirdom to us by letter, ro that if wereach
another season we muy have new words to add
for the benefit of tbe schools,
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Great Judge, to Thee our pray
In deep ubuasement bending.

O rhield us through that last dread hour,
Thy wondrous love extending :

May we, in 1his our trisl day,

With faithful hearts Thy Word obey,

ers we pour,

-ajately attending schoo. at the

happ)‘ oceasion, If
“vo books, these
¢ compelent
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TUE KINGDOM OF GOD.

It is ono of the dangers of human lifo, amid
its keen and varied interests, to lose sight o
one or other of the standing and primary reali-
ties by which it ie surrounded and which can-
not be forgotten without loss or risk. Tbht
utilitarian forgets that there is such a thing ar
poetry and pasvion, and the mere sense of wha
is beautiful. The piactical man cannot think
how #20 much time is rpent on literary training
or abstiact epeculation ; the thinker, absorbed
in & gieat yhbilorophy, wonders at the fasci
nation of politics or commerce. Yetall these
things belong cqually to the great facts of thy
world, whether ‘we remember them or not;
they don’t depend on our observing them;
they go on and work and tell upon the world;
and it is wo who are the losers, if we are Lo
busy or too narrow or too blind lo take accoun!
of them. And so. whether we forget it or no
whether we appreciate it or no, the kingdom
of Gud, the Gospel and the Church of Jesur
Christ, with all their wonders, exist; exist.
not in books or theories, bat in fuct—exist.
not in word, but in pawer'’—exist, prior to all
views and speculations about them—oxist.
really and widely and inexhaustibly, animat-
ing and governing human lifo—exist, after the
long testing of time and experience, after the
fiercest hostility nod the most merciless
criticikm—exist, sfier enduring everything
that undermines and kills ideas ard institutions
—exist, as reully, I do pot suy as worthily.
but as really, as they did at first. in that which
js their true seat—tho convictions and the
aff. ctions of the souls of men.
1f that which is beat in us is not to be maim-
ed snd cramped, wo have need to take full ac-
count of this ua much us of the facts of nutare
and rociety. Vo thall be living, if we do not,
in an imaginary and unreal world. We mu«t
meet tho Kingdom of God. We find it Aere
and we must meet it either as friend or foe;
for it is a practical thing; und however much
- may dispute—and while wo are dispuling,
*re born and are dying—me.. #in und suf
nced but too deeply all zhat can be

~m. In this world, which is often
A dartling a contrast to what we
in 118 ren..lity 80+  ~yldtions and imaging i our
assuine in our spev " truth many a time, even
dreums, high prastical = agtions of our rush
in the huny and disu. ~athe Sphinx; it
tbrough life, comes to us ha>
requires an answer, and, alagfv  -qgqqaa.
give the wrong one! DBut we must Tive  “ <ty
swer, In such a thing as the elaims of ..

Kingdom of God, wo must mako our choice
und abide it. lu all practical matters, in the
domain of pulitics, in the conduct and critical
turning-points of life, thero are things which
cunnot be open questions. No one has # right
10 expect that to those who believe at all in (he
Kingdom of God it should be, however ques-
tioned, to them a&n open question. They cun-
not look at it kimply a8 a matler for argument
Their wheole being must be revulutionired for
them 1o contemplate stendily the possibility of
the Kingdom of Giod 1urning out s mistuke or
an untruth. 1f we, who believe in it are
wrong, it is little what the consequences will
be to ourselves; for our mistuke will meun s
fical and fatal eentence pussed on all that we
know of human intelligence, and, what is more,
on the moral capscities of mankind. Bat it is
not v e only who must mako the venture,

1f, then, you ftiud yourselt dealing with the
cluims of the Kingdom of God and rilting in
judgment upon them, recogmize what you are
questioning.  Recognize that you are judging
the greatest spiitual and moral f-rce in the
world. And, nt least, tuke care that you know

we
men i
fer, and

done for the

And thus prepare to meet Thee. Amen,

s thoso who:

from a very small beginning to bo so »

t all in, aot partially or by suppositions; take
it all in, ali that such life and reality imply
such living power, living you know not how,
und reaching you know not whither, but cer-
wainly living und working; tuke it all in, and
{u“ thst would not- bo, it all this were not.
And if you don’t know it and cannot know it
as only it can be known, own to yoursclt that
gou don’t know it, and be as modest and care-
'ful as all men ought to be about whut they
qdon't know. Leave it alone, if you are not
tprepared 10 be serivne; leave it alone, if you
are not prepared for what such ingniry invol
‘ves of steadiness, of timo, of thorvughness, of
-acrifice ; leave it alomo, if you are not prepared
‘0 deal with it as the grout and tremandous
renlity that it is. It is not tho love of being
right which makes the loveof truth; it is this
Jesire 1o be right, planted in the heart of sin-
cerity, of patience, of purity, of unselfi-hness,
of humility; in a charactor which eshrivks
rrom indolence and negligence, which ahrinka
from that blinding and deadly enemy of all
truth, the habit of insolence and scorn.

Bat on us, to whom the ingdom of Gnd
is no dream or supposition, but the moat rolid
of certainties; who could not, 1if we would,
shako off tho conviction and the conscionsne-s
of its existence and power, what a respoasibil-
ity rests!  Christianity, itis said everywhers,
in not a thesia, or a aystom, or a schodl of
thought, but a life arswer'ng tn greut certain-
ties around us and within us.  What a re-pn-
~ibility for being am good as our word, iu win-
cerity, in courare, in loyalty to our King!
What o note it will be aguinst our generation
if it ever shall bo ssid that it was one in which
Chrintians had not the moral flhre to under-
stand and valnoall that they had in Caristian-
ity. and can hope for nowhore elso—in which,
with ull that they knew, with ull their ex-
periences, they had not the courage to fice the
difficultios of choice, which are the common
difficulties of all men—in which they gave it
up. with all its powers for rightcousness and
all ita hopes for man, cowering before the omi-
nous aspects and prophecies of the hour. Ours
iy really no new and strange trial, though it
geems 80 1o ug; in overy ange the fuith and
patienco of the eaints have had to endure the
poipotual contrust hetween things seen and
things not reen. It wna this contrast which
made Bt. Johin write, " Thix is the victory that
overcomelh the world, oven ounr faith” [t
war thi+ contrast which drew that barst from
St. Puul, ulone, against the thougzht and opirion
of the world of kistime, *Bat G furbid that
I shoull glory, save in the C.oss of our [.ord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world ix crucified
unto me, and I unto the worl 1.”  May we not,
loaded as we are by God's gilts, “erriched in
w1l utteranco und all knowledyge,"” be wenk and
pwr fullowera of snch great exumples! O

~=d, in Thee hace I trusted ; let mo pever bo
L, -ded.”"—Dean Church.
confuun.
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TMAS LETTER MISSION.
TOE CHRIST

- lon was started in
The Cbristmas Tettor Miss, ~4 has grown
England about fifieen years ago, an. ~idely

—~—

extended that on last Christmns and New
Year's Day thore were over 500 000 letiers dis-
tributed in England alone, while in the United
States the last year's distribution amounted to
nearly 40,000. The olject is to distribule at
Chrirtmas through bo.pitals, prisons, homes
and other institations as well as to individuals,

printed lotters snitable far each, enclosed with
Christmas cards in envelopes bearing thero
words: “A Christmas Lettor for You.” These
letters aro written for “all sorts and con 'itions
of men,” in German, French, Spunish, Dutch
Swedirh, Englioh, Italian and Chinese, aud art;
so arranged for distribulion as to ensare the

what Christianity is before you judge it. Tuke

greateat possible variety.



