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In inankind to tarn >ymbul8 into images and
fetichea, and to elevate whut was meant meroly
to convey .an idea inito an object of worhi p.
ln the Catacombd at Rome the grief of Chria-
tians expressed ittself in a very innocent way
by the ue of the emblems of lith and hope.
At prese4nt the use of emblems to catch the
eyes ot Of ildien is mereiy a t.ystem of object

teachiog, such 's God pLanned for Israel in the
furuitue of the Tabernacle. It will be well
for us ail to remember that the emblems sano-
tioned in the New TeAutment were not mero
ornaments. but were living farm: the lamb,
the dove, or things in actual use, the lamp, the
armor; se, to day, the living emblum, "the
child set in our midot" is the cential object in
.veiy group of diâciple ta teach wliat id
gre4ent in pthe kingdom of heuven. D> not
jet our auniversaries get so clogged with orna-
anenlts that we forget the largor symbolism of
-actual life which teaches us through eveîy
living tom and work of God, and consecrates
onr daily beand and water to ignify the deep-
ut blestings of God's grace.

If the question of ex pense forbida the pre.
paration of a floral due.ign, the cheapest ex-
podiento and by no meaus the [oast entertain-
ing, will be a good blackboard dosigi' daw"n
beore the childrei'd 0-a0 by acompetent Laund.

There aie many ways of celebrating Christ-
maus whiuh are nioL adupted to the church build-
ing. A Chrisitmu- treu s bbit er ected in thr
-pal i.h building, if iieue be cne, and aIl exer-
ýci-es of a erni secular character or mirth-pro
voking fnaîtul n3ust be excJuded fiorm the
clureb building. IL ail] bc often queotioned
whether prizes i-hili be given or not; if given
• tall, they should bo awarded for the iigbest

- in the lschool, excellence in t-tudies and
- iii attendance at church and sehool,

regu au il à mately attending schoo. ait the
never for sep-'. . chu ch. Gifts as of feuc
saciiceof ULtenua. are costly unless they
grace Und not as prizes happy oc n. 

mc niereiy rremetos of U 1o books, these
@orne rieu patron wiehes u - o coms peteno
eLould bu cuiefully bclyceod by
readuusg cornniiittc. Nunc but r) f iht
hoka a- hould ever go out in th unane
Sunrdsiy:bhoti. Ad very few iridividuals
dis.creci enoUgh to be lIt to decideon the char-
acier of a large number of books, and if dis.
cieut enough, till feuwer are so patient as to
nakO tholough examinlation of a largo quantity
of gift books. Better und cheuper will it bu for
the book giver to select throe or tour good bookt
and then give all children of suitable ago, the
same volume. This will reduce Ihe labor of
b.elckting aLd satirfy the demanud for impartial.
ity.

The cheapest and not the least prized gift,
is ime the ihlpe of a tastefully pi inted and bound
copy of the programme which may ho intfilitelyvai-ted as to ilJuLtiration and embelihment.

There are missdion schools where the gifts
may be any useful article, which poor chi.dren
lack. But in this ebairity field there is aliso
mplle acoTn for tact arad taste in planning to

meet the simie wants of tie lenait of the Christ
Child'a little ones. Mluch giving fails to win
the gratitude it looks -for by omitting to add
the tender graces of refinernenst aLd considela
tion in selecting ils favors.

It is hoped that ihese suggestions will be
h-lpful io rectOrs, s-upeî inteundens1s and seho]ar1s,
and liat those wbose experience ha enricbed
thein with better ideas will tend the results of
their -wisdon to ns by letter, so that if we reach
another season wo rnay have new worda to add
for the benefit of the schools.

Great Judge, to Thee our prayers we pour,
lui deep abaseneit bending.

O shield us through that lasi dread haour,
Thy wondrous love extending:

May we, in ihis our trial day,
With faithful hearta Thy Word obey,

And thus prepare to needthee Amen.

T11E KINGDOM OF GO.D.

views and speculations about them-exist. thnught, but a life arsworng t arreat certai0-

really and videly and inexhaustibly, animat- Lie" around us and withirn us. Vhtat a rerp In-
. -ibility for being lis good a-% our word in 1n

ing and governing human life-exist, after fhe .ieity, in couir in ooyqa r to r , iou K in-
long testing of tirue and experience, after theWat a ote iil git, or in
tiercest hostility and the most morciless fVhat a note iwild bha inst aur generation
ci-iticimm-exi.t, afier enduring evoirylhi if il' i over shidi bo iqtid tiat iL wms ne in wh!ch

criicim-eist afer nduing ev reig Chriritians hiad not the moral f1hre io uinder-
that underiines and kills ideas ard institution. tand and value all that thoy had in Cfl r-sitian-
-exibt, as really, I do not say asworthily, ity, and can hope for nowhere else-in which,
but as really, as they did at firte. i thant which with alt al that they wit all their ex.
is their true seat-tho convictions and the piences. they had knew, with ail thoir et.
aff.etions of the soule of men. por'iences. they had wt thi courage t ctim the

Lf that which ii best in us is not to bernaim- dîiiuhies of choien, whieli ie the camvoi
f ed and cramped, wo have need to take full a- diffu ities of ait pon -in whiih tley gave i

count of this au much as of the facts of nature tmp. with ail is powes p for rightefourta and
t and mociely. VWe hall be living, if we do not aIl ils hopet for mon, cworing lofhe tir Omi-

in an imaginarr and uni-cal worid. We mat . e n and proplicues of the hour. Oirs
meet tIhe Kingdom (f God. Ve find it here ml so tous in evrynge the' fith an

> anid we must ricot àl eith(r ais 1aierid cir o; siemrs Bo in us-; iii oves-y uige the fiîh and

tor i is a practical t/ ng; asnd eowcvor nuch patieneo of the ssairts have hud to endure the

may diute-and while we are dirputing peipntual contrstet hetween ihings seen and

e .re borts und ai- dyiig-me.. t-m and suf thingi not seen. IL wasq this contrat which

men rced but too deply ail ihatcan be made St. John writo, "Tisis k the victori' that
fer, and overcometh the worild, aven our Etaith. [

f m. In this world, wlich is otein was thii4 contrast which drew that burst frorn
doine for thi tariling a contrast to whist we St. Pail, alone, against the ihouissht.sand opinion
in ils reality 0 , itations and imagine in Our of the world of hi- li me, -lit G.ed forbid that
assume in our spet, ' truth many a time, evrn 1 sîotisîl glory, save in the C:o4s of our 1.eril
dicams. iigh pra3tical retions of our rubh Jesus Ch-ist. by whom the woricl is crI<•ißed
in the hurny and drsi. . tlhe Sphinx; it unto me, and I unto the wori L" Mav we inot,
through life, comes to us lih. sk tboso who Joaded as we nre by God's gifls, "enric-hed in
equires an answer, and, alLs-f. n1 li utterance and ailt knowledge"," ha weaik and

give the wrong one I But we i tiI - ma y*n fullowers of such great examples I "O
swier. In uch a thing as tie claimîns of -- , in Thsee have T tr-eated ; leit me never ho
Kingdom of God, we must make our choice L-, -ned.".--Dean Churcl.
and aibide it. Li ail practical matters, in thu cfUn
domain of politics. in the conduct. arad criticl-T
tu-iing-points of life, there are things which LETTEII MISSION.
cannot be open questionsu. No one has a rigit TRE CIILRfSLsi
10 eXpeCL that to tlose who believe at all in the - en was statd in
Kingdom of God it sbould be, however quos- The Christmas Letter Mis. 't has grown
tioned, to themn an open question. They cun- England about fifteen yearis ago, ars. "idely
nrot look at it simply ns a matter for argument from a very smuli begirsnng to be so
Their wbale being must be revolutinrsieed for extended that on labt Christmas and N
them to contem plaie steadily the possibility of a Day th r w v 0
the Kirngdom of God iurnsing out a mitutake or Years Djy tise we'e Over 500 000 ]etîers dis-
an untruth. If we, ivho believe in it, are tributed in England alone, while in the United
wrong, it is littie what the consequences will Staites the la-t yea-'s distribution amoun(ed ta
be tu ourselves; for our mistake will mean i nearly 40,000. The obiject is (0 distribute at
final and fatal Fentence pasaed on all that we Chrisîtmas through ho-pitals, prisons, homs
know of human intelligence, and, what is more, d other instituti a i't nilu
on the mo-ail capucities of mankind. -But it is an er inst ions as well a1 to irdivirluals,
not p e onlv who muat make the venture. printed lattera sntitable for each, enclosed with

]f, then, you tind yourelt' dealing with the Christmas cards in elivelopes bearing Ilbesae
claimes of the Kingdom of God and s-itting in words: "A Christmas Leuer for You." Thesa
judgment upon them, recognize what you are lettere are written for "ail sorfts and con 'itions
quentioning. Recognsize that you are judging of men," im German, Fr-ench, Spinieh, Dutch,
the grea test épiriltsat and moral f.ree in the Swediplh, Englieh, Italien and Chinese, ad are
woid. And, at least, taik care that you know so arranged for distribution as to ensure the
whal Çbrt.ianity~ is before you judge it. TakeJ gres&oet possble variety.

It is one of the dangers of hutnian life, amid
its keen and varied interests, to lois sight o
one or other of the otanding and primary reali-
ties by which it is isurrounded and which can-
not be forgotten without loss or risk. Tb
utilitarian forgets that there is snh a thing a
poetry and pae>ion, aind the mere sense of wha'
is beautiful. The piactical muan cannot thi ik
how so much lime is spent on literary trainmy
or abstiact epeculation ; the thiinker, absorbed
in a gieat labilobophy, wonders ait the fasici
nation of poliîcs or commerce. Yet all thes-
ihings belong equally to the great facts of th
world, whether swe remember lhern or not;
they don't depend on our observing them ;
they go on and work and tell upon the world;
and it is we who are the losers, if we are to-
busy or too narrow or too blind to take account
of them. And so. whether we forget it or no
whether we appreciate il or no, the kingdom
of God, the Gospel and the Church of Jesu.
Christ, with all their wonders, exiint; exist.
not in book@ or theories, but in fact-exist.
not in word, but in power"-exist, prior to all

all in, not partially or by supposition-«; take
et ail in, ai that such life and reality implyr
sa:h liviug power, living ynu know not how,
4nd reaching ynu knnw not whither. but cor-
*ainly living tnd woiking; take it all in, and
ail that would not. be, il» al thiR were not.

)And if you dori't know it and canniot know it,
a only it can be known, own to yoursel' that

oynu don't know it, and be as modest ani care-
Ii ,as ail men ought to be about what ihey

'don't know. Leave it alone, if you are not
prepared to be serions; leuve it alone, if yon
:are not pre pared fir what sich inqiry invoi-
ves iof steadisiess, of timo, of thorouîighlnets, of
.acrifice; icave it alone, if you are not prepi-red
lo dent with it as the great and tremenidoaus
t-elàlity that kt is. IL im not Ille love of heing
vight which maes the love of uth t i this
det-ire to be riglht, planted in the heart of' sin-
cerity, of patiente, of purity, of unselfi-hnemp,
of humihty; in a character whch s.hriiki
prom indolence and negligence, which shrinski
from that blinding and deadly enemy of aU
truth, the habit of' insolence and scorn.

Bat on us, to whom the Kingdonm of G-d
is no dream or sntppomitian, but the moat .olid
of certaintia, who could rol, if we would,

hakia oif the conviction und the conscioame-ts
cifr ils existence aisd powor-, what a resprenni bit-
iîy rests I Christiani ty, it is said everywhere,
is not a thosii. or a syitenm, or a scho>l of
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