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THE FINANCIAL QUIESTION 1IN THIL
CHURCI,

The article entitled “Another Aspect of the ! ! i
~ ion i . : Cabatidonme s die whode systeny ) (G e otax
Financial Question in the Church,” by Mr. Sam-: buadonuiaut i dhe whele systein; for Lue tas

uel Waguer, in the July numberol 2w American

Chureh Revivwe, 15 1n part a repy w the lafe Rev,
3 {

Dr. Craik.

du s e iceiling o pay dae prie bar if nod

| prive were pul apon the pews, bt @ rentad charg:
Ped o ocach case according o the means of the

Ilere the argument is, that Ly Divine erdinance, |

the money requisite for the support of the Church
should be secured by methods which may be call-
cd taxation, and which arc in tuct ado: e in
administration of @ State,
position, we gladly concede, for it s tae founidation
of the whole argument of  the Iree Courch
advocate.  Buat, what shall be taxed? That 15 the
permanent question.  The only Divine ordinance
on this subject ever given to man, taxed man’s
possessions and  man's income. All
State, and municipal laws of taxation do the same,
in one form or another. J3ut a pew-rent does not
tax a man’s means or income ; on Lhe contrary, /f
distinctly taces the privileges of worship.  Let us
look at this more closely. Gon's ordinance of the
tithe declares that a tenth part of all that a man re-
ceives from the fruits of the land, from his labor,
and from the income of his possessions, shall be
yielded up. That is taxation pure and simple.
But can Dr. Craik show us any instance where,
by Divine ordinance, a tax has been imposed upon
Gov's worship, or any other of the privileges He
has vouchsafed to man? On the contrary, was
not one of the very objects of the tithe to make
sure that the Inestimable privileges of worship
should certainly Le made available to all.  Or, let
us look at it as we sece it in the family and in the
State. Would it cver occur to any father of 2
household to impose a tax upon each chair at the
family table, ox to a national, State or municipal
government to impose an annual tax upon a
certain number of citizens for the exclusive privil-
ege of crossing the public street or entering the
public buildings? What would be thouxht of a
system of taxation by which a city should raisc a
revenue for maintaining o park by renting out 1o
certain individuals the exclusive rightto drive over
its roads, walk upon ils paths, or occupy its
rustic seats ¢ Taxing the privileges of occupying
scats in churches is therefore not legitimate taxation
according to either Divine or human metheds,
but is simply the bargaining for a privilege /i fazor
of one person to the exclusion of another.

Here 1s an old bachelor worth five millions—
perhaps more, How much pew-rent is he to pay !
Is he to be examined as to his income, and made
to pay a proper proportion of it, or ishe to pay
the same as his next-door neighbor, who works
very hard to support his large family, all of whom
happen to be  very fond of coming to church?
Who is to decide this difficult and very dclicate
question? Or, if once decided, by what human
device can be extracted from him in the form of
pew-rent a sum of money representing his proper
share,in proportion to his wealth, of the money
needed to support the Church? Give him one of
the largest and best situated pews in the church,
and he could be charged no higher price per annum
for it than any one else wouald wo willing to pay
for the same pew, or than other pews equally
cligible would command. It is very clear that,
under any system of pew rents, a price must be
set upon each pew, and cach onc must be rented
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' truthfulness, cxulting hope, and
charity. Never was its influence for good more

vectaants that wouald be @ cumplete
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Swould  then be upen the ndividual, according
to his abilitv, and not upon the seats in the chureh,
which 5 precisely the doctane of die advocates of

free churchues,

I pew rents are 1o be retained, it anquestionably
docs rest upon the advocates  of that systen Lo
show that this human nvention 5 belter than

Gap's law. and o demcastrate 1o the peenle of
s endichitened ninsieenth century. that w deviee
vwas B od apon the Churea 1 the dais
Jdays of aritwsin, aud wiidch, ke some oiher
Puritin noticns<, has clung to it with more or less
tenacity ever sinee, is an improvement upon Go's
own ordinance, established from the beginning
and unulterable for all time.
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THE WORLD WITIHIOUT THE GOSPIL.

Reflect what kind of a world this was when the
disciples of Christ undertook to reform it, and
compare it with the condition in which their teach-
ings have put it. In its nnghty metropolis, the
centre of its intellectual and political power, the
best men were addicted to viees so debasing that [
could noteven allude to them without soiling the
paper I write upon. All manner of unprincipled
wickedness was practiced in the private life of the
whole papulation without concealment or shame,
and the magistrates were thoroughly and universally
corrupt. Benevolence in any shape was aliogether
and universally unknown. The helpless and  the
weak ot neither justice nor merey.  There
was no relief for the poor, no succor for the sick,
no refuge for the unfortunate. In all pagandom
there was not a hospital, asylum, alms house, or
oranized charity of any sort. The indifference to
human lifo was literally frightful.  The order of a
successful leader to assassinate his oppounents was
always obeyed by his followers with the utmost
alacrity and pleasure. It was a special amusement
of the populace to witness the shows at which men
were compelled to kill one another. to be toru in
pieces by wild beasts. or otherwise *‘butchered
to make a lloman holiday.’ In every province
paganism enacted the same cold blooded cruel-
ties—oppression and robbery ruled supreme;
murder went rampaging and red over all the
carth.

The church came, and the light penctrated this
darkness like a new sun. She covered the globe
with institutions of mercy, and thousands upon
thousands of her disciples devoled themseives ex-
clusively 1o works of charity at the sacrifice of
every carthly interest. IHer carliest adberents
were killed without remorse—bceheaded, crucified.
«awn asunder, thrown to tie beasts, orcavered with
pitch piled up in great heaps, and slowly burnt to
death, But her faith was made perfect through
suffering, and the law of lov= rose in triumph from
the ashes of her martyrs, This religion has come
down 1o us through the ages, attended all the way
by righleousness, temperance, mercy, Lrnnsp'arent

white wingd |

plainly perceptible than now. It bas not convert-

i in blood, fantastic crimes unimagined before, w

cd, purified and reformed all men, for its first
principle is the freedo of the human will, and

there are those who choose to reject it Bul to
the mass of mankind, directly and indirectly. it
lias brougit uncornted  Lenefits and Dlessings.
Abolish it——take away the restraints which it hn-
poses anevil | passions--silence the ada nitions
of its preachers—let all Christians cease thewr
labors of charity—lhlot out from history the re-
cords of its heroic benevolence —repeal  the Laws
it has enacted and the institutions it has buili up---
let its moral principles be abandoned and all it
miracles of Hght he extinguished—what would we
come to! 1 peed not answer this guestion; the
experiment’ has been partially tried.  The Irenci:
nation formaily renounced Christianity, deved the
' wof the Supreme Being, and so satisticd i
Caunwer of i innded hwart for Lhwe, i
foliuwed T Universal depravity, gatments rolivd

TN e

Lich
startled the earth with their subiime atrocity.
People have and ought to have no special desire
10 follow that terrible example of guilt and misery.
== Jindie Bluck, in North American Levicwr.
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THE EGYPT OF PROPHECY.

Peritars some of your readers may be interested
in heing reminded that Fgypt can never beeome
an independent kingdom with its own monarch ; for
it is written in Ezekiel xxix. 15— [t shall be the
basest of the kingdoms ; 7 and in Ezckiel xxx. 15—
¢ And there shall be no more a prince of the land
of Egypt.” It is now a great deal above 2,000
years since this prophecy was first delivered ; and
what likelikood or appearance was there that the
Eygyptians should for so many ages bow under i
forcign yoke, and never in all that time be able to
recover their liberties and have a prince of thew
to reign over them? In Egypt the human nund
had made some of its earliest and most auspicieus
efforts. It was Jong the gencral opinion that there
the laws of society had been discovered, and the
fountains of science opened. Unquestionably that
ingenious people were very carly distinguished by
an ardent spirit of enterprise and a peculiar hapyi-
ness of invention. The stupendous monuinents o1
art which lic scattered over the banks of the Nile
attest the vastness of their designs and extent of
their power. The earlicst professors of literature,
and the first founders of civil polity in Furope, and
in the more western provinces of Asia, travelled
into Egypt, and there acquired a knowledge of the
fundamental principles of science and government.
Euypt was possessed likewise of nawural advantages
which conld scidom fail. Its situation was singularly
calculated to defend it against the attacks of foreign
invaders, whilst its uncommon fruitfulness promised
o secure the country which it enriched from
poverty, baseness, aund subjection.  Yet, after @
long course of grandeur, and in contradiction to 1ts
nataral advantages, kzekiel pronounced that * the
kingdom should be the basest of kingdoms,” and
“that there should be no more a prince in the jand
of Egypt.”” As is the prophecy so is the event ;
for not Jong afterwards ligypt was conqured by the
Babylonians, and afler the Babylonians by the
Persians. and after the Persians it became subject
t6 the Macedonians, and ofier the Macedonians to
the Romans, and after the Romans to the Saracens,
and then to the Mamelukes, and now it is a pro-
vince of the Ottoman Empire. (Sce Noles to ol
Bible, S. P. C. K, )—Cor. London Guardian.



