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Has -Augur!s-prayercbeen :answefed un.
£toiyous rejoree;in!: your - happy-lot and
-show: your gratitude - to. God by laying
ribyi in.store :as the-hathiprospiered you..:
by One; wordumore:. If you have vowed,

-ifi you:: doj: vow,s: do ‘as: dld Israel, pay
Jour sy : :

E

PARTM ENT

i mppl;'mncn OF: cmuu'rv.

Al ob o LUITTTT e o 1o
L L the. prmmples, a.nd graces, and
i the temper: of, mind, an_d course’ of
 conduct.approved and recommend-
-¢d, :by..sound . reason; and ; the word. of
" &od,.are, in themselves valuable, and
* 19f.vast importance.to the human family.
«But.at; the same jtime,.all. of. these are
:mt‘ah.ke'valqablq some being of great-
. er .impoytance, . because:. tending in. a
-higher degree. to:advance the happiness
;.0 mankmd than others.. : Among.;the
principles and graces which adorn. the

;.‘character of. man, and, render him: ac-

«ceptable . to: his; maker -and - -redeemer, |

«charity. stands; pre:eminent,... Anj mspn‘»
ed Apos.le speaking of Eaith, Hope, and
.Charity, has. remaxked ¥ But the.great-
- est. of ;. these .is; Chax;lty ,” and, had. the
zApostle, been -comparing it-with all the
.Chrjstian; graces;:and . with every prin-
plnlq of vittue,and truthy he,.doubtless,
;would have.come .to the :same conclu-
- :sig ,r.,rChauty, Heaven-born,and Soul-
iinspiring | chow.empty, how: bare..and
Aruitless the soul is without .thee. ,:But
Some,; bayg mistaken :the thing, su ppos-
mg weharity, to wns;st in. mero alms-glv-
-ing. ;y Nothing:can be farther from: the,
Arathynor. can, ,a;ny,thmg .be more .mis-,

"w

| sides:beneficence;;
-a'man to give all that he possesses:to

chievous: than.. this:: -St. Paul -sdys

| “Though I bestow.all my goods tofeed -
the:poor, and though I g1ve-my body:ito
-be burned, and have not ¢harity, it pro-

fiteth me, nothing,? from: which: i¢-is
-evident’: that charity is something tbg-
-that it is possible: for

:rélieve, those in distress, and -even:: fo

| sacrifice his.life.for the benefit.of :man-

kind,; or ig defence of what he:may.con-
ceive to.be the. truth,and yet be withaut
charity. . Affording relief or assigtance,
to suffering humanity, is often anieffect .
of charity, but not always:; for thip:worst
of -motives may influence men: in their
show of “benevolence.iand -good: :willi—
Seeing then the end which charity!is
desi«rned to answer, and the dependence
_1}.,1_s Qf ,\ery great. 1mportance that sthe
thing be understood. Taking. the view
of charity which we have named, some
regard it as a ladder, by means of which
they expect to-climb up to Heaven;; and
every benevolent act which -they:: per-
form, they look upon as placiog-an;pd-
ditional rundle in. their ladder,ox taking
2 new step in their ascent to.the man-

.sion pf-;:gléry ,,,,,, But alas, their:ladder

will . be found.- rotten, when.. it- s_l_lgll,_be
too late to repair it ; -and instead of find-
ing themselves at.the topof the staircase,
quite -up, to . Heaven, they :will find
themselves at the_bottom, and, will; see,
.when forever too late,that they; haveat
.taken the.first.step in. thezight. dlrect;on
to-the New Jerusalem. . Charity,in.jts
highest.-and -most important sense, ds
that love of God which the Holy. Spisit
inspires in the soul, that supreme affec-
tion placed uponthe Divine Being; whlch



