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In another part of this issue notice Is tak-
en of the intention of the Missisquol Histori-
cal Soclety to hold a picnic at Iecles Hill on
Dominton Day. In this connection it may
net be uninteresting to publish an account
of the skirmish that took plane at Becles
11ill on the 25th May, 1870 The' account is
taken from a pwnphlet published in the year
fellowing the disturbances of which it treats.
The pamphlet is cntitied “A Briel Account
of the Fenlan Raids on the Missisquol Fron-
tler in 1866 and 1870,” and was writtcn for
{he confessed purpose of “showing the.part
taken by the Dunhmm Home Guards In the
aflatr.

Since that time a new genemuon has
sprung up, and we are assured.that many
men and women, as ‘well as younger people,
even thoge who roside close to the ground,
made historic by the incidents related, have
never heard anything but the most vague
deseriptions of them.

After describing the incidents of the raid
of 1866, and the history of the dormation of
the Fome Guards, and the events just prior
to the actual attempt at Invasion made by
the Fenians, the navrator continues:

About sundown Captain ‘Westover held a
consultation with his men and a part of the
force veturaed to Ltheir homes. . . They
were all to raturn on-the following morning
2nd bring provisions for those who kept the
night wateh. The names of those who re-
inained, who literally took their llves in teir
hands, -were: Asa Westover,' Andrew Ten
Eyck, R. L. Galer, Jaumes MoRae, David
\Vestover, Spenser  Scotty John ‘ryckeringy
Austin Hill, Lyman Call, James - McElroy,
George Longeway, Manville Rublee.

About nine o’clock on the evening of the
24tk, a despatch wwas sent to Captaln West-
over at Eccles ¢fill. Thils telegram, as will
be seen was from Colonel Chamberlain to
his uncle, Dr. G. Chamberlain, at Fielighs-
burg, and ran as follows:

Frelighsburg, May 24th, 1870,
3 pm,
By Telegraph from Montreal.
To G. Chamberlain,

Westover and Red Scarfmen should oc-
cupy old Fenian position at once, if possible,
and pester the flank of any party crossing.
I go to Stanbridge by next traln. .

(Signed) B. Chamberlain, Lt.-Col.”

‘This telegram contained the first encourag-
ing word from any quarter, and inspired the
\ittle party of guards now left to themselves,
with fresh courage to do their duty in the
trying sltuation n which thew wvexre placed.

The night proved exceedingly dark; so in-
tense, indeed, was the gloom that the watch-
ers could mot distinguish each other's per-
scns at the Jdistance of a fow feet.

A part of them were statloned in an old
house, known as the Eccles Jouse, while
another plcket was established to the west,
between the hill and the road, in order to
prevent a surprise from that quarter.

An arrangement was made, besides talk-
ing the above precautions, with a young man
who cotld be relied upon, to wateh the Fen-
ian movements, and come before them to
give warning of their approach.

Rotween ten and eleven o'clock this mes-
senger came in great haste to say that large
numbers of them +were advancing, as was
sepposed, to take up thelr position on or near
Eecles HIL,

Almeost immediately after this message was
recelved, the lttle party heard the roll of
Wheels along the road leading from Frank-
ltn, and listened intently to make sure If it
was a single vehicle approaching, or whe~

€

ther the hosts arrayed against them had
really taken up thelr dine of marchh with the
design of securing thelr old camping-ground
under cover of the darkness.

As the sounds came nearer. they made sure
there were but' two camriages, avhich, after
crossing the boundany line slackened their
horses to a walk, and the occupant of one
vehicle called to a person in the other In
these words:

“We are on invaded territory. We are In
Canada,” and added, “we shall be halted be-

: fore we get through.”
Y% “Who will halt us?” enquired he of the
- ather Wwaggon.

“There are no troops on the
borders, :Lnél the volunteers are not called
out.”:

Wrttell you we shall be hailted,” the first
went on, “before we get through; for West-
over’s company is out, and there is a slew of
them.”

A moment later and Captaln Westover,
who had ‘walked forwand and was a little
nearer the line than his men, gave the word
the last speaker was expecting, and his
“halt’” brought both waggons to a sudden
stardstiil,

He desired to know the names of the par-
ties and their business. QA'heir names were
Frank Johngon and Clark Barney. Captain
Westover, not being acquainted avith the for-
mer, went fomvard with them to the Guard

House, and called to know if any of the’

men knew Frank Johnson,. of Highgate.
Lisutenant Gn\er answered in the afficma-

t|ve. and afterwvayds they were questioned.
neys businebs was suidig, ata ;..\...,»1‘.

_merely to his own family, while Johnson

eaid he had been at St. Armand Station
sometime during the day, and had been en-
gaged by Captain P. Smith to drive from
there to St. Albans and back to Cook's Cor-
ner, and report anything of interest he
might learn «with regard to the Fenian
movements to one John Morrls, who wag to
meet hitm there.

Qaptain Westover enquired who Joha Mor-
rie was?

Johnsen confessed his ignorance, but sup-
posed he might be a police detective.

He was then desired to report to the Home
Guards, which he

for reasons with whiZ e wag entirely un-
acqualnted, returning 'to thelr camp; that
he had passed them after they turned back,
and that they numbered between two pnd
three hundred.

After glving thils extremely satlsfactory
information they were allowed to pass on.

It appears that the love of fun had not
quite deserted the younger guatlsmen on
this their flrst night of actual service; for
it occurred, at this juncture, to Pickering
and Scott to hasten forward a short dis-
tance to a cross-road leading to the road
to Pigeon -Hill, and halt the parties a second
time, In order to make it appear that their
numbers were sufficiently large to keep
pickets out in all directions.

Accordingly, they had stalioned them-
selves in the road, and were ready with
their “halt” when the waggons drove up.

The travellers appeared greatly surprised,
and deslred to know why they were agaln
stopped. The picket wanted the counter-
sign, and ordered them back to get it, ex-
pecting, at the same time, as they after-
wards sald, a severe reprimand for the part
they had played.

Captain Westover was staggered when
the partles returned. His first thought was
that the Fenians had come in by some
mcre circuitous route, and were behind as
well as bhefore them; and so pleasd was
he to find his mistake, that he could readily
fergive the strategy practised by his merry
guards.

Two or three hours after this occurrence,
Lieut. Galer and Mr. A. Ten Byck, being on
duty together, had walked across the line
and a short distance up the hill on the
other side, when they heard a carriage ap-
proaching. They hastened back to the line,
and Mr. Ten Eyck placed himself agalnst
the iron post, while Lieutenant Galer stood
on the opposite side of the road. Thus they
walted till the wagon drove up, when o
halt wag ordered, and the business of the
two men nvho were seated in it demanded.

They ,said they were going to report to
General O'Nelll, and said they had papers
to mrove they svere all right, and one of
them gave the word “Winousky,” supposed
to be the Fenlan countersign,

Mr. Ten Eyck informed thermn they were
in Canada, on which they endeavored to
back their teams around. e, howaver, or-
dered them fowward at once, and, heaving
scmething very like the “eclick’ of cocking
a rifle, they obeyed the order.

When opposite the Guagrd House thoey
stopped, and called for the captain, who
Questicned the oprigoners as (o thelr busi-
ness, They answered again, ‘“Lo report to
General O'Neill.”

They were then ordered forward to
Cook’s Corners under escort of Lieut, Galer,
George Longeway, Lyman Call, James Mec-
Elroy and Spenser Scott, to be given in

charge of the volunteer force, which they

had just then learned by a special messea-

ger from Colonel Chamberlain, had arrived
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lng of the "Sth as near “§-uiey could
iudge, being awnable in the _.rkness to see
the time,

The special messenger above alluded to
had brought word that the volunteers would
be up in the morning. Captain Westover
sent back a request to have themm move for-
ward at once,

When the guards returned from escorting
the prisoners to Cook’s Corner, they brought
a4 message from Adjutant Kemp to have the
Home Guards “fight and fall back,” and
that they would be supported at the Krans
Bridge!

This bridge 43 over Pike River, on the road
from Stanbridge to Cook’s Corner, and by
the direction of the same adjutant, was
taken up during these days of excitement,
or rather the upper tier of planks was re-
moved, and the lower ones so loosened that
they could Ve hastily thrown off in case 1t
should he deemed desirable to do so.

At four o'clock on that morning (May
25th) Lieut. Baker arrived at Iccles’ il
with twenty-one men of the Dupham volun-
teers, a part of «Captain Robinson’s com-
pany. ‘They calleq for breakfast, and Cap-
taln ‘Westover sent ‘them to Mr, Holden’s—
about a mile distant—where they were pro-
vided with what they required.

A few hours later, Captain Bockus, and
about the same number of men, vame vp
from Stanbridge; and about ten o'civek Cl-
onel Chamberlaln, Colonel Oshorne Smith,
Adjutant Kemp and_Captain Gassoigne ar-
rived on the ground.

After viewing the position, and entively
approving of the course which had been
pursued by the Mome Guards, and also the
rlans they had laid down for thelr furlher
movements, ‘Colonel Smith concluded by ray-
ing they “did not require anyone to com-~
mand or direct them.”

Colonel Smith remained at Eccles” Hil
about an hour, and then returped toswvards
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there in sma.u mxmbersg\'!?hls was be-




