The BDominion Printer,

LlNES ON THE CAXTON CELEBRATION 5
‘From “l’mu.lz ’

l'onrhundrcd yf.-'m}v Slow Cycles of Cathay -

Mi; ight compass less of woidrous growlh and change,
‘Fhan’those four centuries, since that fateful day *

When Colard Mansion's pupil brought away

Sy l'OIn ancient Bruges his book-work new and strange.”

l'nlhcr of English Printing ! "Tisa name

T'o front the Ages with, and ask their meed,
What fitter title to enduring fame,

Midst the uncounted my: rinds he may cl'um,

" As gathered fruit of which be sowed the seed ?

‘The sturdy Kemish man, whose solid sense
Shaped us the tool which built us half our glory,
Better deserves our age’s recompense
"Of praise and angiversary tloquence,

Then half' the heroes \\'ho yet lnc in tory.

If Gutenberg, Fust, Schafler, f.unous band,

Record of stone and bronze in Mentz may share,

Our English Caxton, in the native land

Whose tongue he loved, and helped to shape, should stand
Iny monumental image sculptured fair.

The mercer's son, who reared his *
In Margaret’s almonvy solong ago,
Who praised and printed Chawcer’s spring-tide line,
Finds fitting spokesman in the brave divine

Who knows those precincts as few else may know,

‘ red 11:\|c" sign

‘On, Stanley, on 1*  ‘I'he task is one that fits
Thy liberal soul.  ‘Fo him you'd celebrate
Poets and politicians, saints and cu:,
Philosophers and princes, traders, wi
Alike ave debtors for their powers and sl'm..

FAMOUS ENGLISH PRINTERS,

T better title would be © Famous Printers of
= Foglish,” for many. of Caxton’s successors were
forcigners.”  And, perhaps, . this may aceount [or
- Caxton’s own persistency in announcing his nation-
“ality.” 1Me learned his art abroad, and when he died
“ib was ghielly foreign craftsmen who took it up and
sperpetunted it, " And thus we ge Gepman, Norman,
. and Belginn names on the' title-pages of the old
volumes. - In these early books the printer comes

"¢ before us as an artist, and not as a craftsman.  His
work is often more interesting than his anthor,  He

- beeame in elfvet; a patron of literature.  He had to
make a good and wise selection, for the printing of
.o volume was no trifling investinent,  Thus printer
and author go side by side, as publisher and author
have gone in-later days. - Caxton and Chancer -ure
“associated as indissolubly as Scott and Constable or
Byron and Murray. Most of these old books were
what we shoull call stundard, and many of thew
were Inw books, Thus Willinm of Machlinlia is
chicfly known as the printer of the first edition of
“ Littleton’s Tenures.” 1t is a small folio volume
printed in a coarse Gothie letter, without a date, but
issued from their oflice, known to have been near
All lrullo\\s Church.

- Baut the most eminent of Caxton's suu_c;sols was
Wynkyn de Worde,  Hewas probably an apprentice,
certaiuly an assistant, of our English printer, worked
»with him at Westminster, and issued books from the
samé office after his denth; Like’ Caxton, he ‘was
a master in his eraft, and introduced many improve-
ments in the new invention. . Iis works are ad.
. mirable for theirneatness and eleganee. . e design-
" od and cut:his:own punches, sinking. them inte
" matrices mid easting his own letters, e was a

man of enterprise as well as of taste and. education.

The

nlalogue-of his issues. is known' to have in-

cluded at least 508 examples, of which the most
notable is the ¢ Polyehtonicon.”” As Wwe have scen
Willinm de Machlinia publishing the first édition
of a lnw book, still quoied in our courts, so Wynkyn
de Worde is associnted with n s¢hool hook of which
all scholars naid students have at-least heard.. This
is the famous ¢ Lilye’s Grammar.””  There ‘is now
no extant copy of the work with the printer’s name
to it, but a contemporary work ol Whittingon wus
repeatedly printed by him. Indeed, most of his
hooks are what we should eall eduentional. Books
were then printed for scholnrs, not for the civenlating
library, and De Worde’s catalogue is largely made
of “Accidences,” ¢ Lucidaries,”” ¢ Orchards of
Words''~—a phrase somewhal. annlogous to the Latin
authologie—and “Prompiuaries for Little Children.”

A contemporary of De Worde, and a fellow-work-
man with him in Cuxton’s office, was Kichard I'yn-
son, a Norman by birth, and the introducer of that
useful series of works which form the basis of sub-
sequent ¢ Year Books,”" as they were ealled by him,
and still retain his title.  Here, ng:]in, we lind edu-
cation to e the chief wotive of issue. The: first
treatise on arithmetic published in Bngland was
printed by Pynson—the date 1522, the title
“ Libri 4 de arte supputandi,™ and the author one
of the first mathematicians of the ange, Tonstall,
Bishopel London.: Pynson styled himself ¢ King's
Printer’” on his title-pages, but though his suceessor
held a patent, it is not believed that any previons
right of that kind had been given Dy the Crown,
The new art was, however, not to be confined to the
capital, " "The men of letters in those days were the
bishops -and - ecclesinstics, and soon all the great
cities seb up their printing oflices and published
thur issues.  But it is notable' how the master
printer was generally a foreigner.:  One of the most
eminent of them was Peter de Triers, a native of
the :town now "generally known as Tréves, who
started his oflice at the south side of the Thames,
where he published Latin works of Cato and Eras-
mus.  From this time presses began to be freely set
np.  The Universities—Canterbury, Norwich, Tavi-
stock—Dbecame great centres of this kind of trade,
and it is’ recorded that in 1538, when Cardinal
Wolsey visited his native town, he commemorated
the visit by establishing aprinting office at Ipswich.

Scotland soon followed in the wake of England,
and Ireland came list,  Jreland was in fact the last
Luropean country—unless we can call Russia a
Luropean cowitry in the sixteenth century—which
received the art of printing. A volume of the Book
of Common Prayer, printed in Loudon so Inte as
1551, is the first Irish book, and this was followed
by a lithurgy for the use of the Scoteh Highlanders
printed in the lvish character. 'The interest of the
publications has been chiefly their antiquity. They
are curious and avchivological.  Clearness and beauty
of type came aftevwards. - In that department our
printers have certainly beensurpassed by forcigners—
Aldus, Elzevir, and even Didot being superior,  One
of the greatest names is Johut Baskerville, whose
publieations ave still occasionally to Ve ‘picked -up
cheap on the London book-stalls.. e was no trades-
wan in- his craft, but spared. neither’ pains nor
woney to make his work worthy of hisname. - Print.
ing with him was in fact what Walter Shandy would
have ealled his hobby horse. " e is said to have
spent £600 before he could get a single letter which

came up to his own standard of excellence, and he
had invested thousands in the business before he
could make it pay. In faet, with him it was not a
business but an art, He did not adopt it to make,
but to spend money already made.  His issues have
very much the snme kind of excellence as compured
with -~ contempornry and subsequent prints that
Josinh Wedgewood’s plates and vases have with re-
ference o their modern yivals, He saw to every-
thing himself. He manufactured his own printing
ink, presses, moulds,  Though he was a wealthy man
he wasnotashamed of the trade which he had adopted,
In fact, it was not a trade for him, but an oceupa-
tion. On the panels of his carringe he had eaused
to be painted a series of the different processes in
printing.  His chief excellence was in the construe-
tion of his italic letters. They are thought by
judges to stand unrivalled for freedom and symme-
try. Muny of his books were printed from silver
types, and thus gain a deliency which makes the
paper appear almost like vellum, We shall scareely
again have such a printer. The man was an eccentric;
found his reward, not in what he made by his books,
but in what lie made them. e died at the begin.
uig of this eentury, and ordered that he shonld be
buried in his own garden, and his dying wish was
respected,  Since his day science has been busy in
invention and its application to art, but his work
holds its place still.  We have had greater printers,
but we have searcely had better printed books.

<

Tis Tives is the name of a new weekly published
at Iroquois, Ont., by Mr. J. H. Graham. The out-
fit came from the Dominion Type Foundry.

-

T Moryize HERALD is the name of anew daily
published in Ottawn. A complete outfit, including
a Potter Press, was supplied for it from this foundry,

<

THE BorpERER, published at Sackville, N.B,,
recently passed into the-hands of MW, XK. Rey-
nolds, jr. A new dress (much needed) was at once
ordered from this foundry, and the appearance of the
paper is greatly improved.

-

AT the Provineial Exhibition held last month in
the city of Quebee, we exhibited a fout of Brevier
beautifully arranged in o neat maliogany case.  We
intend making u good exhibit at the Paris Exposi-
tion.

>
o>

Mnr. Oscar M. Harren, author of Harpel's
Typograph, writes to say that all the cditions of
that excellent work have been exhausted, and that
it will be impossible to even supply a single copy
hereafter,

-

Wi have received specimens of programme aud
cheque work from the British IWhig, Kingston, which
for neathess and general good taste are worthy of
special mention. The designing and seleetion of
colors refiect the highest eredit on Mr. W.'I'. Jones,
Superintendent of the Job Department.

o~

HYDRAULIC PRESS.

W& have for sale & No. 2 Tangye Hydraulic Press
(new).  Has two pumps ; ram, 4 inches with. 14
inches run out, and 46 inches between, . Platen 32 x
22, Tested to 30 tons.  DPrice $325.




