
THE RED CHAMBER
AN APPRECIATION 0F THE CANADIAN SE'NATE

BY GEORGE CLARKE HOLLAND

OFFICIAL REPORTER 0F THE SENATE

E VElY Canadian, issppsd teobe
Ainerira Act, the constitution of the
Domi nioni. Many intelligent people,
ho0wuver, have but a vague ides, of
tho Senate. In fact, some who ought
to mnw better regard the TTeuse of
Cnommons as the Parliament of Can-
adla, flhe Sonate boing an expensive
Rnd wvhclly unnecesAary appendage.
This popular ignorance of the Senate
and its place in the legisiative
txnachîinery of the country is due te
mnany' causes, but mainly to the fact
that the Upper flouse îs nlot elective
and therefore not a popular body like
the Lower flouse. Senators are ap-
pointed by the Crown, on the advice
of the govornment of the day, for life
and do not necefflarly coffie in contact
with the eleetorate. Not hoing respon-
sible directly to the people, very littie
publie interest îs taken in thoir de-
bates and proceedînga, oxcopt when,
as sometimes happons, a confiet
arîses between the two, iTouses. Then,
for a time, they 611l the publie oye
and becomo danintlefe patriots, pro-
tecting tho public frem a eorrupt and
rapacions; governifltnt or a mis-
chievous body of irresponsible obstrue-
tives, juist as they happen te be
viewed through opposition or gYovêrn-
mont spectacles. Under the termns of
the B3ritish North America Act, the
twe larger provinces, Ontari o and
Quobec, have ench twenty-four sona-
tors, and tho three Maritime Pro-

vinces (Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island) twenty-
four. By the subsequent admission
of Brifish Columbia and the acquisi-
tion of tho Northwest Torritories the
total number has been increaced until
there are eighty-seven senators for the
whole Dominion. This is not, repre-
sentation by population, but cornes
mucli nearer a jiist and equitablo
ropresentation of the people than
existe, in the upper cbamber of any
other Engliqh-spýealiung country. The
cousus, of 1901 gives Ontario a popuila-
tion of 2,167,978, and the Province
lias, therefore, in the Upper House
a roprosentative for every 90,300 of itn
inhabitants. Quebec has a senator
for every 67,500, tho Maritime Pro-
vinces ono for every 37,250. Manitoba
eue for every 61,600, British Colum-
bia one for evory 63,300 Each cf
the three Prairie Provinceqs is repre-
sented in the Upper Ilouse by four
senators. In tho neighbeuring Re-
public oach State, however populous
or howevor small its population, basý
twe ropresentativos in the Sonate at
Washington. Thus Nevada, with lecA
population than London, Ontario, hep
the saine representation in the Sen-
ate at Washington as the State of
New York, with a population con-
siderably larger than thaït of ail British
America, including the Britishi West
Indics. Tho new Commonwealth of
Australia haî; started eut in a Borne-
w-hat similar way, each State in the>


