
THE BIBL CIIRISTIAN.
constitute the majority among the ministers,
and mucit more so u the flolks. Our hear-
ers generally entertain a strong repignance
for the exclusive or orthodoX txctrines.

1 The crthodox have, in general, theu ad-
Vantage of being well organized, and have1
niear the government certain politicians who
give then support. The liberal party has
the advantage of numbers, but it dues inot
act with the saine uity inevrthcless, im-
provements in this respecthave k-en place.
Our friends in the South of France forn a
numerous and compact mass, which wilth
much success resists the efforts of exclu-
slveness."

The French Protestant Church, iii regard
toits out'ward relations, conisists of two di-
visions, the Reforned'Clhurch and the Lu-
theran Clhurch; a listinc.tioI which is foun-1
ded in historical considerations, which have
now nearly iost their importance. Of these ,
two, comprisingabout.2,000,000 of ouils, the
Reformned is by far the larger, havimg 185
miisters, while the Lutieran division lias1

M2d. How mnany have rcennced the Triity,wve have not thic nans to deterinire viti
exactness. Facts, however, within our
knowledge, give us reason t tilink that not
more than 200 of these clergymen still liold
the doctrine in any form.--Beard's Uiitaria-

CHRISTIAN FEST[VALS.
WVe, Unitarians, are excoedigly jealoins

of forms and usages. P'erhaps ton uiclih so.
For ourselves, speaking as individuals, we
shiould be glad, because we believe they
may lie made and in fact often are of po0si-
tive utility, to sec a few of the chiLef festi-
vais and fasts whiec have for ages beei
commoniy observed in the Chrimtiian world,
brought again into universal cbservanc.
We refer especiallyI to the seasons ofAdvent
and of Lent, te Ciristmas Day and Go I
Friday, to Easter Sunday and Whitsunday.
We do not nean that we would have tlent
or cither of tiem observed in forn precisely
ns they are in aniy of the churches arouid
us: but that the great points lu the life of
the Saviour should bu iade more distinctly
the subjects ofpious meditation, by associa-
ting them witli certain dates in the enlendar,
uti makingthe occasions ofspecial religious
services. We are persuaded tait they Iay
Ihus become helps to the Ugrovth of the de-
votional and religions spirit. it cannot be
that the grea. bouy of Christeridonm is utterly
vrong in sucli observances. Ve know ithe
dangerous;tendenicies %vhich are involved iri
the1. We are fully aware liw apt ina
are to substitute formes for realitims, the letter
for the spirit. We shoul shrink as quickly
as any from hlie burdensoene and unnces-
sary and superstitions multiplication cf sucht
observances which obtain iii lite ]oman
church, and te whichapparent!'ysomtie would
lead the Protestant Episcopal cotmmunian,
We should deprecate anything whichi should
induce Christians to tiiink ty vere doinr
God or Christ service by constantly going te
tI le temle tc pray, while tliey îneglected
cioset and family prayer. And yet cen
this ve are villg tu say ; there is sone-
thing deligitful in the thought whici st~rikes
one se forcibly in Catholic countries, that
the sanctuary is always open ; so ihal the
bowed and stricken, tic outrite and p2ni-
tent, the joyous and grateful heart, nay zt
any moment, as the divine imyîpuliseprompts,
turn aside fron the great thorouglifares and
whirl ef life, and amid the solern silence
and "religious light" of the cansecrateui
place seek its God. We have no fears thai
any anong us wdi bc too devout, too rulh
given to prayer, too interit cin tic great con-
cerns of the soul, toc free of worldiness
And therefore it is, that in addition te tic
weely Sabbath, that most ioiy and blessed
provision of God for tired and struggling hu
caitlîy, we should be glad to so ali thit

professed followers of Jesus keep religiously
lite scasons of his Nativity, his Passion, hi
Resurrection, his Ascension, and the abun
dant outpouring of the Holy Spirit on th
Apostolic Church.-N. Y. Christiaîîlnqircr

THOUGHTS OF CHANNING.
tLrom a Selection by ien. r. *A. mles.j

True relig-ion is a life unfoeled withini, to
something forcd on us froi abroad..

Wo never know a -reat character uînti
Eomethingcongenîial t hit lasgrown up with-
in ourselves.

No punishmont is so terrible as prosperou
giilt.

Statesmen work in the dark, until the ide
of right towers above expediency or wealth

Every man is a volume, if you know how
te read him.

Great effort from great motives, is tlite bi
definition of a happy life,

We cannot lie happy beyond our love.
Te .Spirit cf Society, not an outwar

institution, is ftic migiîîy pocer by vhiu
ho lard lot of ma is te aic rniiorated.

This country has lie bost rnaterials for a
army in righteous causo, and the worst i
a wicked oie.

CHisIANIvTTy A-rrnevn nv ITRACLS.-
We accept the evidetnce of Christian miracles,
then, becatuse they harmonize througiout with
what we knoc O lthe history of divine Provi-
dence as nanifest in lite Universe. The bookli
ofnature and hic book ofrevelationthe written
vord and the lawistaipeil on te licheart, are not

at variance vith each other, but contain essen- c
tially lite samne doctrine ; one goes beyond, but
does not contradict hlie other ; it is te con-
plement, but not the substitute, or its prede-
cessor. It.is a vain and foolish doctrine, tien,
that the nuracles are useful only as evidences
of Christianity, and inay therefore safely be
puit astIdc ifwe have testimony enouîgh w-iflout
themit. J is not so. Christianity is itself a
mniracic-the greatest of muiracles-a speciail
revelalion frein heaven-the autlentic record
of the latest visible appearance of God on earth
-a direct interposition lu the former order of
events for the noblest of al eids. If itbe not I
se, thten is our faithl vain, and these teachiings
ailso are vain. If our religion does inot came
from above, if i is ontt specially attested by
the broad seal of lhcaven, thon il is of no
authority and no voith. Il is noc religion at ui
al; for thIer teist ocoiceivablc distinction C
hetiween a philosophical system of miîanas de-s-
vice, and a religion properly so called, but
this, that the latter comes directly from God), S
while hie former is the nere ivention, of a d
fiail and erring bring like ourrselv-. Nay, d
more, il Christlalylv isr; not miraciilous and

ivime tI i ts rigin i is aitun osio and its t
fouider vas a eneat ; for ne declarationwsv
morei dcidl made b1y him, no assertion i t
More frerquienItly writtei out ili the gospels, e
that lie vas the Christ, the Son of the living
God, the iM1essiai spoken of in thlii Scriptures,
and waited for by the people, wiio came to
make knowi hlie will of the Flc ther, and to
save rankind fiou their sins. In proof of
this special coinls-io and divine autthrity,
lie pointed te lie w-onderfurl works which ie
did ; so that they hil deny those oworks, Who
say ithat a xiiraculous event I inciedible,
and that it isl toflish te suppose tlia any se
ever specially conmniissioned I b,- the D-itv for
aniy purpose, îe ini fiact dieny the clms wivhich
lie put forth, an iîheap the coarsestreproaCh
uion his memory.-. Americai 2cic -

R Read not te contradict and confute, nor
t beliheve anmilake for granited, nor t a.nd
talk andt dis:ouîrse, but t weigli and tconeider.
Some books are to tasted, others ta be sw. al-
lcner, and some few te Île ciewred anri-di-
gested ; that ls, some Looks are te be cead oiilyt

t parts otliex to bie rend, lait cie ycrious
axd ai ene flev. hoa t ead wlrclyý, andx:t
diligence and attention. Reading maLch a
ful mîan conference, a ready man- and
writintg, an exact mai. And, thercio, if a
mari write little, lie nad neetd have a great
î memory ; it he confer litt!c, ie need have a
preselnt Vit; and if lie read lic, ie haid nced
lave much ctxnnting, to sceem te Lnow aLit he
oth not. Ilîstories maake men wise ; poets,t
i.ty ; hie matiieratics, subtile i;atrral
:ilosophiyi dceep morals, grave : iogc ud

rhnetoric, able tro cotend. Alcutrt sindio
rri-mrs. (Stuies become habits.)"-Lord Ba-

A M Iomr\-rous CioIcr.-Gcd offers te eve-
Sy mind ts choice betweein truth andi repose.
S3ai:e whic yo-eu plea:e, you can never ,ve
both. Lt-worn trhese, as a pendd mt, tan
oscillates ever. IIe in hvlorm thei love cf re-
pose predîomi.ates w-ill acceprtthe' ficst oere,
the first pilosophy, the trt political iarty

t nr meets,--most likely his fatn-er'. le
gets rest, corimrodity anu reptaion but

- re sits the door of truth. lie i îwhnor the
love of trulti predrou:nates wil 1keep hiinsif
aloof fromi all inoongs and !ceep rcf!Gat.
Hle wvili ab;tait front dogmat:sm, and re-
-cgi-ze ail the opposite negations between

e which, as watls, his being i swrRmg. -e
y submits t thI mliconvenience of suspeinse

and imtîperfect opinions ; but ie is a candi-
- date for truth, as the othier is flot, aid re-
o spects thei iighest law of his being-J. W
. Emerson.

SitamrONs -- It ainazes tac mittiers donW't
write better sermons-I an sick of hlie duil,

,t prosy affairs," said a lady i lite presence of a
minister.

cl But it is no easy matter, mygood womtan,
to write good sermons,l suggestedfte ris-
ter.

c Yes," rejoined hlie lady, c but youî are se
long atbut it, I couild write one in ia f ile

a time ifI oliy ial thei text.i"
. c Oh, if a text is all you, want,"t said the
w parson,c«Iwill furnish that. Take this one

f rom Solomnon- If is better to dwell i a

st corner of a housetop, than lin a wide house
with a brawhng voman? "

cc Do you ean m, sir," inqmred lite ldy
-r q icly.
hi t my good woman" was the grcve

response, cc yo nwill never make a goo s-er,
r momxzer ; you are too soon in your applica-

n tin Christian Agquircr. -.

NO TI CE

1)' TTh First C5terly (ti" al (ho SOrtI LUION
"t e"t"iectit" ViI% tir eMo"treat lnitu ta srie, w b te

hel "" ta th°"®",it n sOr iimIxr, tit OthintI.-Clir ta be 
etoî ai uaf-past Seve 'i clc. t

Mir- nlooks n itobtailrn tani rom the Unitariano1"

onrigregatioai Librtry, oi oixcaiertion to the Librarit.n,
rter ny Or the public erviies.I
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DECLENSION OF CALVINISM. L

Not long ago a rcligious convention was
reld at Syracuse, \ew York, at whiclh there t
were twenty-fiur delegates, the representa- ti
ives of ten ciuarches. The object of the a
mecting was to establish some visible bond of
union differenît fron the creed and polity of p
CalvinisticPresiyteriantisn, towhichitwould t
eem tlitey had formterly beei subiîjcctel. In o
iuch a moveient we perceive gratifying evi- 1
ence of a growing love for religious free- t
oin and thecologicalprogress. We subjoin an o

extract froimr one of the papers stibmitted to
he Conveition, and ordered to ie printed, on
he subject of doctrine. It will be secei to r
exhibit a marked declension from the usual p
standard of Calvinim. It sIews, in fact, a
rntnciation of soine of the prominent doc-
trines of tliat systei

"Or Dorraira- ducated front early child-
hood in the Ass:embiiily's Catechism, we still have
uinwavering faith in very many of its statements t
tari epoitios of Scripture. lut the reiovail
of ancient materializing systemis o cf phlilosophY,

nd the progress of Biblical researcli, hae con-
rici nxra .erirv cf' ihe I'reztiyterîaa atixilcir%'

tai tliir Directiry, in not tfewcf its te ,-
ings, is untrueand hurtfuil to the souisof mîîen;-t
and tihouah some off us wiere slow in rearching r
this conclusion, we have it length felt corpel- i
lei to adopt it. It is now our conviction, that
this Confessionî of fitit lo:glt noe longer t o bein-
pozed on the clhurclhs, even " for substance of t
dioctrine,"-were such a kind of subscription to
eresarstical standards, not in itself of doubtflit
propriety.

For exaipil ; the Presbyteriani Confession
etaches that al uien rre not only involvedi x the

coaurrîucsiceo f Amini 'ssi , rcecording t avtlrin
nt-îx naitirz-issocil liaîtrîiti-s, (whîclt i-a e.hei

as undoubted truth,) but tuait s sr is literally
reckoned iby God to be oia siu, and for it we are
ail justly exposed toc terntal wrath ; so that, for
the fiust transgrsion c mrnitted in Eden, before
vie wtere coniscious or capable of voluntary dis-
oLeLic:ice, God iaccouats us wicked, and sen-
ter.es te whol chuman fanily teo ell. [Con-
lcs;oa, chap. 6, § 3,4, 5, G.] It iaches further,
tt i the fall, our race litve lost ail abiliy to

viiil that v:ih 1s good, bei-g ' disabled and
made op-posite,' as well as uterly ndisposecd ;-
so tani liaumn freedem upont this thecory, coisists
in rhaving the power to commit ein, but in having
no ability of iwill to refrin from sin. Nor is it
poss3ible, according to.the book, fer one to cioose
what is spiritailly good, when aided by the or-
dinary inluences of the Spirit ; te do this, re-
quires «'special grgee ;' [chap. 3, 4 4, and 9, § 9,
3.] Christ, itis ,a-d, died for only a part of man-
kind, or Ifr th clect: Legtiinttely flowing
fromt such vieis of original smi, is the statement
that clect infrias, dyimgyoung are saved ; viile
ethereiriktn -a lcr xle wnrld tiin infancy go te
-nil: e trota. tn, §3, 4.] Consisenvly sitx ail

ithe doctrine ofReprobation ;-which taken
l its connexion,stands ths:-the wolile human

rade are depravei and disabled, se that they cati-
not render spiritual obedience or choose what is
good, wilthoutspecial grace ; but this grace Go i
withholds fromi te troni-elect: and tlien fore-or-
dains then tn eternal v.rath for their sins ; w-hici
sins, ia tire lirst instance, they did not commit,
but it wa itmputed to -hem froun Adam ; and their
sins afterward, accorling t the book, they could
nit helb): And Uti rite rdecre cofReprobation,
whicl naccording to the Prcsbyteriin standard,
lootnir unXnowi nmutitudes ho he1 for ever, tiit
they xnry bc, te rIte piuisa cf tua glcry of God'a-

justice : [Cap.3, 6, and Crtichism, Ques.13]
In exposing these idreaful dogmas, (and there

are oithers inseparably coanectied with utem, upon
which we hav not tine to dwell,) it is tact for-
gotten thit eo.e ofour own fathers and miotrhers
ofblessed memîîory ivad and died more or less
itbutied vith such faith. But we suppose this
ccame to pass through the mit uenil ceof uime-hal-
lowed tradition, and a sensuous philosophy, which
had becomne interwoveuî with the puire word, and
eeeied to laver nolternative, but to embrece

ithese opinico, or ut-ict the Bible. Noir tiat
etearer views or scripture truth prevail through-
out the Churcl, ansince a large proportion of
fie Presbyterian Ministry theniselves, utterly re-
puidiate those dogmas, it seems vrong thait such
a book should remaain the ackiowledgedi standard
of the denmriiation ;-or that the imtass of dis-

cines,g ut very imperfeciy uînereanii is
tncitinge,) sîtoult inany sort liave titeir ceonscieni-
ces hoind by it. Sure we are, tha if tains hadl
been Pre tne opre aorn n g tter ricongrettions
the Presliyicrinn Cenfirssioit, a amu riiltent un-

derstand it,--not one quarter of those who have
done so, would have joied that commuanion.

[ISSIONARY EFFORTS IN CANADA.

['tero frialowring article on the sitject or Unitariami Nito
dons in Canaa iras been rfurnisiei by a very wartmt rienat
rthe caise rf liberal Ctistiaiiity. %Ve consler the trir
"fe or great'l'ortanco. lie Unitria congregaition or

rie City as carcely yet passea its iiirancy mo that o
rotut lirrlrt oilca oi-Oxtnsive uirionftr r otro aioi-
ru lrTtg itti srthiti mt 1rTCtCrt. %i v i l iririsîuigx, iniow-

cor, t pI our fricriîr tere ir reirrememrruncu or the work
rît as xrbre iurei andrr eticis 1,0t h tirihe da oyt o r
itant irtrenr trt oxrîrr idtirrrnieuteutu, atle a itiriu-

g ta engage it itj

We should hear im mind, thtat for the last
seventeen years, immigration by the St.
,awrence, a nid through the scaports of the
United States, his added to the populatio iof
his province an average increase of more
thai 50,000 per annttui. Of this increase,
portion are Unitarians. li tihis city, the

Unitarians of Ettropean origin are, le the gross
opulation, in a proportion of aboutfeur te a
housand.' Nov taking the population

f Upper Canada at 750,000, and assumi-
tn Unitarians te bear the saine ratio in
that province te the gross population, as those
f Eturopean otigin do te that of Montreal,we
woild have three thousand of ur bretlhren
without preachers. Tlree thousand Unita-
ians left tuleitîxte, orhiged te jomi Episco.

racy, Calvimtism, or \Iethodism, or te remain
withoiit enjoying the ordinances of religion !
Soine of your readers may be startledi at this
calculated iuimber of our destitiute brethren

n Uppîer Canada ; and imclined te doubift its
accuiracy. But, let me ask you, is it probable
hat less than 3000 Unitarians came te our
hores anong the 900,000 immigrants that
have ai-rived since 1827?

By missionary efforts, we vould increase
he number of our worshippmg societies. Itn
other Christian denominations, missionaries,
n almest every instance, find congregations,
and settle down as pastors. h have lo doubt
hat such vould be the result anong us, if we
were zealous enougi te ake the attempt •

and that the sending forth ofsix missionaries
would restli iii ite establishrhent of six con-
gregations within five ycars.

But il is net among the immigrant poput-
lation only that missionarices would fumd hear-
ers. Among the native Cantadians, speakin
the Engelisht language, many Unitarians
exist. This class of our population is distin-
;uished for candid, enqiuiriung minds. They
arre descrting the antiquated errors of the pre-
valent sects, and it maay b truly said that in

Upper Canada, and among the Protestant
portion of Lower Canada, the current of
public opinion is 1lowing suicceessfully in the
channels of reorrmation, and bearing t eobli-
vion the antiquated doctrines of prevalent
orthodoxy. iVithin a limited number of
years about forty congregations have been
gathered together, vho, under various deno-
ninational titles, have rejectel the doctrine

of the Trinity. There is a readiness t hear
on the part of the people,-a tdesire te judge
for themaselves,-and a decided partiality to-
wards the Bible as the onîly ruile of faith and
practice,-which invites us te spread God's
pure truli before themi. This favorable state
of public sentiment ought te b attended t ;
and let us sec that we d(o not Test satisfied
witli nerely sayitng it ought l he done, but
that we bestir ourselves to do it.

It would greatly facilitate the progress of
Unitariamhsm in Canada, if we could bring
pious young men, natives of the colony, hato
the iniuistry. We must look forward in the
liope that such persons nay be easily found.
The Mcadville Theological School offers a
favourable means of ninisterial educaticon.
Let us endeavour t find such young men
and send them into the field, trusting t God
for his blessing and his increase.

Let net Unitarians bc deterred froin mis-
sionary efforts by the sinallness of their num-
bers. It is frencîtly the mission of smallnum-
bers te achieve great ends. Look at the Bap-
tist denomination, one of the smallest sects in
Canada, and, from the excltusiveness of tieir
discipline,likely to remain so,and yet they have
orectel a college, one of the handsoiest or-

• The Uitrians r otal orxg in Montrena stand in ile
tr"ti "rtii ortl"i-arl ifr $ù to n r . . C.


