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{o teach me the secrets of her heart, and should I not mortify hey
exceedingly if I neglected to take advantage of it? This re-
flection was quite sufficient, and I commenced the chronicle of
her cogitations forthwith. It began with noting the day of
the month on which I had presented the gift; and stated prettily,
the plan of improvement I had suggested. The first mem-
orandum confained her reasons for loving her dear M—. I prese
sed the book to my lips and proceeded to

¢ ReasoN Tus FIRST.—A good temper is betterin a compani-
on than a great wit. Ifdear M—is deficient in the latter, it
is'not his fault, and his cxcellence in the f'ormer males ample
amends.’

How!as much as to say I am a good natured fool! Wag
there no other construction? no crror of the press? None.
The context assured me I was not mistaken. -

¢ ReasoN THE secoNp.—UDersonal heauty is not requ)exte in
a husband, and if he is a little mistaken in his estimate of him-
selfin this respect, it will make him h'\ppy, and save me the
trouble of labouring {or that end.’

Conceited and ill favoured ! My head began to swim.

Reason tie Thirp.—I have been told that very passion-
ate regard between marricd people is productive of much dis-
quictude and jealousy. The temperate regard, therefore, that I
feel for dear M........., argues for the serenity of our lives—
Ieigh-ho’ " '

Furies!

‘ReasoN Tue FourTi.—I have sometimes doubted if this tem-
perate regard be really love, but, as pity is next akinto love,
and I pity him on so many points, I think I cannot be mistaken.

Pity !

» ReasoN g Firru.—I pity him, because it is necessary to
place him on the shelf during Lord S ......’s visit, for fear S........
should be discouraged by appearances, and not make the de-
claration which Ihave been so long expecting.

Place me upon ths shelf! !



