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“ased it, he begged God’s pardon for his former bold presumption
.** and folly, and resolved never more to offend in this kind, but to pen,
“ first of all, the prayers he should use hereafter in public.”

. We might proceed with quotations of this nature, but, as our object
' not to drag to light the dcfects in the system of our dissenting bre-
thren, (some of whom in England we knew, and highly esteemed
doth for talents and piety,) but to evince, that we are not, on their own
skowing, without some grounds of preference for a written form of pray-
er. We forbear. The last quotation, indeed, speaks volumes to a re-
Becting mind.

In proceeding now to notice somve of the pasitive advantages of a
Liturgy, we are led to remark, that it supplies a remedy for the un-
equal abilities of those to whose lot it falls to conduct the public ser-
vice of the Church. Some men, indeed, there are, who are so highly
gifted with the qualifications requisite for this important office—whose
Judgment is so matured, whose minds are so deeply imbued with the
spint of devotion, whose memories are so well stored with scripture
truth and scripture language, and who are so blessed with a ready ut-
terance, that & congregation would seldom, perhaps, fail of being edi-
fied under their mode of coniducting its devotions, unaided by forms. *
The number of these, however, is comparatively small. Such attain-
Ments are usually the attendants of age and experience, Qur Church,
therefore, in the adoption of a Liturgy, acts upon a correct and philo-
Sophical view of human nature. The principle which leads her to this
choice is, that ordinary men, such as in the nature of things the
8reater number of every body of clergy must be, are not to be in-
trusted with the uncontrolled conduct of the highest part of the ser-
vices of a Christian Church, because it cannot be supposed that they
Possess the qualifications necessary for that purpose. To the young
and inexperienced minister this is especially applicable. Let experi-
ence testify whether this be not a sound principle. In the present
State of human nature, that Church, as well as that individual, acts
Wwisely who puts little confidence in man.—Again, a Liturgy presents
2 remedy also for the fluctuating and uncertain frames of mind to
which every individual minister is subject, and according to which, ra-
ther than to the diversified state of the people, his prayers will gener-
——

* Even in this case there is a strong objection (an ohjection, indeed, mentioned in

® latter part of this Essay) to social worship and public prayer, unaided by precom-
Rosed forms—we meun that * the attention must be employed in listening for the

Words of the Minister, at the very moment when we are c.nlled‘upon to apply them."

are © have occasionally attended places of public wors!fip in which extempore prayers
“?efi. and we invariably remarked that our attention was sadly distracted from
wf divine object of prayer, being almost entirely occupied in endeavo'uring to catch

&t the officiating minister uttered, of which we must be altogether ignorant until

e_b:ws completed the sentence ; and whilst we were repeating that sentence, the

lm;sc?. had been uttering another, which of course was lost to us—thus we could-

ly join with any effect in the alternate nentences, every alternate link of the galden
of Prayer was broken, gnd the unity of the whole destroyed,~Edi¢



