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EDITURIAL,

oD SPEARING TO MEN.

God wt -~ =t o+ 1ry thoes aned sn divers manners spake in
times past unto the Fathers by the Prophots, huth in these
1ast times 8pvhon uutu us Ly fis Son, ete, Heb,

Thia lettor bears no name., 1t was \mtten to
Jowish Christians, who were sorely presged by
thoir unbeliesing countrymen to turn from Christ
and His religivn to Moses. It bears visible marks
of being the production of Paul, who, from his
superior talont and clear knowledgo of both Testa-
ments, was eminently qualfied to handlo the mm-
portant subjects discussed in tho letter. Porhaps
his name was withhold to gain a candid hearing
from the nation, who were prejndiced against the
apostle for espousing the cause of the Guntiles.
He choerfully awarded Moses his meed of praise,
because he loved his brethren and reapected the
great law-giver, whom he held up as an emment
typo of the Son of God. Wo aro told that God
has spoken at different times, by different speakors,
and to different classes of hearers. To understand
this subject we must keep before us the contrast
between the parties, both speakers and those
spoken to. Did Gud speak to the fathers (of the
Jowish wnation) by His Sun? WNo; but hy the
prophets. Did He speak to us by the prophets?
No; but spoke to us by His Son. Xven the
prophots did not know the things which God
afterwards spoke by His Son. The prophets are
put in contrast to the Son—the fathers in contrast
to us.

Moses was the great prophet of Israel, acd God
spoke to them by him as follows: Of the twenty-
soven-chapters of Leviticus twenty-one begin with
these words ot their equivalont: ‘“ And the Lord
spako unto Moses, saying, Speak unto tho children
of Teracl,” etc,, otc. The same is truo of twelve
of the first twenty chapters of Numbers. God
spoke unto Moses and told him what to say to
Tsrael. They were to hear Moses, and do all he
commanded them, or suffer for disobedience.
Other prophets spoke to the puople, urging them to
obey what God had commanded them by Moses,
The prophets sometintes spoke of Him who was to
come, charging thoese who should see Him to hear,
‘Him'in all things.

But it may be asked, Did not God speak to us
by the prophets, and are we not bound to do what-
thoy were commanded to do?

We will suppose n case. A wise and good man
sots up his son in business in a distant city. He
writes his son letters, which are published and
read by many. In them he tells him what to do,
what kind of goods to keep, and where to purchase
thom. Wo read those things though they are not
written to us. Ho also charges his son to be
always upright and truthful, te be obliging to all,
otc. We feel that we are in duty bound to do
o also. So wo aro to do sume of tho things he
tolls his son to do, and others wo aro not todo.
Ho wrote to him, not to us. Wo find out from
those lutters'somot'ni_ng of the fathor’s character,
and are otherwise benefitted.

God has spoken to the fathers. At one timo.he
tells thom all about a lamb which they were to kiil
and roast and eat while they sprinkled its blood on
the docr posts (Ex, xii.) At another he tells.thom
to build an altar of shittim wood, so long and so
broad (chap. xxvji.) Again hotolls them, all-about
ared he:for which they were to kill, ete., ote.
Thoy wero to do these things, but we aro not, ¢

But Moees told:them not to.steal, not to kill,
not to boar false witness, not to worship other gods.
These things wo are algo forbidden to do. We are
bound to do some things God told the fathers to do,

and equally hound not to dosome other things which
Ho told them to do, for ho spake Lo them, not to ns,
Thero is an immense contrast betwoon tho par-
ties spoken to as woll as between tho speakers,
Botween the FATHERS and us the former was
confined to one nation and to past times; the latter
ombraces all nations till the ond of time
But how different was tho effect of (God’s voice
in the two cases. In one it proclaimed death ; in
the other life (1I. Cor. iii.) When tho law was
first givon to the fathors three thousand Israelijes
woro killed (BEx. xxxii. 28). When the law of
Christ wasa first givon, three thonsand of the same
nation wore madoe alive to God (Aots ii. 4). God
speke on cach occasion to sinners—the,peculiar
-crimes of tho first were in making and worshjping
a golden calf; those of the secongd fere.in rojectipg
and crucifying the Lord of Glory. But it was by
His S¢n God spoke to them—the Son who came
not tu condemn byt to save,
Heo wears no terror on His brow,
Ho speaks inlove from Zion now.

It is the voico of Jesus’ blood
Calling pdor wanderors back to God,

God told the fathers to stone the .Subbath-
breaker till ho die—noither to pity nor to spard
.him.  Would the dying sinner foel any emotion of
love to God 7 Would it kindie one kind affection
1n tho hearts of thpse who .threw one stone after
angther at him until tho vital spark went oyt
No. 1t was the awful pyrity and justice of God | m
that was then on oxhibition. From this turn to
the,Son when in the agony of the cross, forsaken
by His own Father, yot pleading for the paydon of
His mocking murdercrs, and what is the effect on
these murderers and upon all who will consider?
Hoce the divine character in all its justice, purity
and love shines forth. Paul says, even in
his day, when Moses is read, the voil is upon their.
heart, but when the rcading shgll turn to the
Lotd, the veil shall be taken away. Looking \t'o
Jesus and hearing Jesus speaking from tho cross
removes the veil and fills the heart with the love!|
of God. ’

All Jesus’ words and actions showed that Hisi
misston was to the world, As soon as He was:pu'b {
licly proclaimed by His Father as Hisonly begot-'
ton Son, and the Holy Spirit in form of a dove!
rested upon Him and was in Him without memsm'e,l
He manifested a love for the Gentiles as woll as for!
the Jows. He praised the faith of a Centurian whot

.| asked Him to heal his servant by the word of His!

power, When a Gentile wowr-~n cried to the son
of David for mercy on her daughter, ho tnod her
faith, and with great dolight healed.hor daughter

And when two of his disciples told him that cerlain -
Grecks wishod to see him he joyfully described the
results of his death and resurrection (John, 12. 20.

24.) His death would give life to many. Amon

Jesus' firat discourses was the announcement that
God so loved the world that He gave His only be
gotten Sun that whosoever bolieveth on Him
might not perish, but.have. everlusting life. Thus
God manifested His love for the world and Jesus
tells jt. But as actions speak louder than words,
God speaks to the world from the crossof Christ.

Ho there tells how He Joved us and og whﬁt
grounds He pardons us, 'Hé hqth dot Jesus forthlo
declare-how He saved believers who died bofore
Bis coming, sud also hoew he might be just and
the justifier of him who beheveth in Jesus  (Rom.

iii. 26, 26.

After Jesus rozo from the dead He sent Hls
-apostles into all the world. Thqy wore to lenvp out
,no part, they wore to speak to every creaturo,
rovery lost man and woman on enrth Thoy were
ynot only to speak but to pxoach to avory croatyre.
‘They were to preach the gospel to overy creature
.not only to preach where every croatnre conld hear
‘thera, but to preach tho gospal to every croatune,‘

sthat is to tell overy man and woman that, Jesm

Tt

| resisted,

died for his or her sins accarding to.the scriptures,
that Bo was buried and rore ageip the thyrd doy,
acourding to tho . _qonu!ures. Hare was Gog's
speaker send'mg this megsage,to eyery,sinnge inthe
world hy er oboaqn appst)es. .Bqt Jeaps. pﬁgs to
this gospat, Ho that belioveth apd.is baptized th\l
bo saved, .but he thac bel}eveth,ppt ghall be damp-
ed. Thus Gpd _speaks to every.oreatptp by HisSep.
Whal a grave mistake to tgll sinpors to go ;to the
prophet by whom God ,apuke in timoa‘puqt to the
Fathets to find out his will respectipg them,,qr}d
‘how they are to bo snvpg Jinptogd gf pointing
them to Bis Son who tolls Ahqm what tp do.  The
.gaspel is Christ’s message.to the Jost, ap fyll of the
love and powor of Ged thpt it afivgts the heart of
evory ginner who believes,it with all his heagt, and
Josus tells such how he can.bo savpd gs plainly @s
words can tell. Whenthe beliover makes a fuil
sux;rcp;ior to Jegus by obe_yxng Him, ho xegqives
the spirit of- Chr;st Jbearing witness m;h His . onn
spirit that ho is bom nf qu filling hjm with jey
angd peacp gnd ;hplhqpo of glory

‘o the Christian .God speak by His Son,most
plainly apd  forgibly. pr.t anup commanga
others to' dp He alyays did Himgelf,sp that Jis
Bwoet vgice in evory command ds ‘‘gqme.” [This
voico will never chapge pntil Ho,shall say, “‘cameo
ye b]qa,sed af, my, Fathqr,,}qhe"lj the, }qudqtp,pre-
_bgred for yon, pte.” Chrigt is their leadaras well
a8 their commapder. It bogamo Him whodhxingeth

many squs into glory to make ql;qir Jeader. peg(qct
ﬂ;rough suﬂ‘enqgs, upd the rejgicing gonfidence
that ¢ both he that sanctxﬁoth and they who ate
panctified aro all of on. " will narve thejr arm
for qvery cqnﬁlct unt;l they shsll bp.morp than
conquerors througb Him that, Jovpd‘ﬂ;qm. Lej,egcp
follower attentlvoly hear the Son and pray @n}i
strivo daily to bp more hlgo an

God. wul 3rain.speak by His,Son to,all t};nt;a.to
in the;r graves, and ;hey shall hear Hu,volce apgd
caome f forth tbey that have doge gpod.to thergaur-
rectlon of llf9 god thgy that have dqpp axilsto.the
surrection of condemnation. That voice canpot be
The parties sppken p will have no
voige. The good-doets will rige to live foreypr.
The, evll ,doers will | riso to b, condemned foraygr.
The Son of Gud will h:nn np .§uccegILY, k{xa,;yoxll
will gtand when henyen apd egrth psss gway.
Reader,, what wijl, he‘your lget, aeptence—“,;opo v
or ¢ 2 depart 1
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Those who are. commg to the Anpygl Meqﬂpg by
train, to Br;dgovmter, cap rftu;n for opp;third
fato. Pe.y full fare to.Milton, which, }3,34 bbfpom
and JOn can retyra_for,gna third of this.

...... Yo

Tlus mcludas all who co;ne,§y Jrain.  Those who
are gommg,thxs w3y myst.lot us,] know a ﬂgy,koﬁng,
as tho coachman, who lives .in L}ve{pogl must
know how many to grovgde fqr, .in.time to ;9:59}1
Bridgewater. Be .gupo ard mmake a.note 0 ,j.hw

Becauso if we ¢o,not kno;y l);qu,maqy are. coming
thm way no provision will be made, as the,coach-
. pan yi)l not prov;dopxt(a LQa‘ms upless.haknops
thero are persons to come. Uuless you, come by
the,regular coach.line, you will npt.g‘et gl,l,e\pggoﬁt
,of the reduc¢d fare JIt will coct 4,00 extra to.

ghxro a team in Br;dgowa}or to,come to Milton..

"You spo,it will pay you well ¢ ,Aqt us; l;,nofv a fay
,or two poforo you leave that you gre ¢omjug by-
way. of Bndgowater. lou can‘ggnd A .postal card.
or pelegram 3 a tplogmm ope night })qgom .
ﬂeqyo will. do.

au gar, como off t to Mx},ton themelpxght ;gyo‘u,
chose, gettmg to Mll}on. at gqxdn”;}zt. Bat jf you
wogld (vywt }xll moyngng, the. cosql;q;m will. yait,
;und bring yoi off jn gho, moraing. -l thO.esem&
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