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CALIFORMNA GOLD—REAL ESTATE &e.

‘Phere is a marked improvement, of late, in
the -prices of real-estate, both in this ecity and
elsewhere  They whu were here in 1835, when
the real estate bubblo began to swell, which in
1537 burst with such disastrous effects, cannot
but observe a stailarity between that period-
aad the present Meney was  not excessively
ubundaut then, and 1s not now But some
how or other, veal estate began o advance, nu-
merous sales tock place up-town lots were in
demnnd, rents ruse, & d each transaction at an
advance, bezat a turtheradvauce.  The follow-
ing year {1830) the lever rose to @ most surprt-
sing heighit, 1osumnuch the fortunes were squan-
dered upon paper cvies not worth five dollurs an'
acre, and every sutt ol scheme, hewever absurd
and ridiculous, was sure to find somebody siily
enough to be gulled by it, in the hope of finding
otheis more siily than themselves.  Joint stock
companies for every imaginable purpose were
created,—banks weic multiplied by the dozen
and hundred,—but 1 spite of them all, it be-

of tho nntion agninst-all Sabbath-labor in, the
Post-office, shonld teach us two thingst first,
the desirableness of the chango even-in the opin:
on of the greutest commercial nation.in the
world, with those interests it might he supposed
to conflict ost, and, second, the difficulty of
accomplishing it.  Both should fend to immedi-
nte and persevering action  Brantford Jeserves
igh honor, as the first place which hos.held a
public meeting for the prometian of Sabbath ob-
servances in view of our new responsibilities,
and the Syaod of Canadr, not less in that it has
formerty laid the subject. of the desirpble reform
m the Post office before Government.  But we
wust these are only heginnings which shall be
followed by the action of qpery city and sillage,
and every evangeleal densnmunation in Canada,
I'he pnize that the land shall enjoy—quiet Sab-
baths—s worth: contending for to the very ut-
termost.~—Montreal TWilness.

THE USURY LAWS,

Thwe overgrown curses pollute the land,—the
Lsury Law, and the Law of Primogenituro,—
The latier is a British institution ; and & most

came at length tmpossible to procura a sufficient
currency to carry on the transaction of dusiness.
‘T'he anticipated prolits were so great, that al-
most any rate of interest was submitted to, the
borrowar beiug sure of 100 or pechaps 500 yer
cent. advance 1 the course of & year oi two, 1n
comparison with which, 2 or 3 per cent. a
month was but a song. The inevitable result
came at last,  Whole blocks of mnercantil e firms
went down in a heap. ‘khey had a plenty of
pepery but for the most part 1t proved worthless,
wud other resources disappeared in apout the
same propoction.  Ln short, the bottow. liad foll
-en out. Great numbers of merchants and oth-
ers thus found themselves unable o meet therr
cngagemengs-at the Banks; a geweral pantc
onsued ; this produved o run upon the Banks.
which in their exhauvsted and  erippled state
could not be met, and so the whole country, or
at least the country as a whol-, became bank-
rupt. * The debtor or interest became at last so
predominant, and included so niuny members
of Congress, that an Act was passed which by
one fe!l swoop canselled some §5200,000,000 of
indebtedness, in violation of every prinesple of
justice and the spirit of the constitution,

Adter twelve years of patieut industry, the
country has recovered its posation, and 1s now
in o condition to eater upon 2 new career of ad-
veature. Pcople in general ure not deeply 10
debt; money is sufficiently plenty, theugh, as
we said, there is not a plethora. ; all deseriptions
of property are in demand ; ‘merchandise, stocls,
real eotate, nre advancing in price; in short, o
visit of prospenity is appareatly opening upon
tho countey, such us has seldom fallen to the
lot of mortals.  Whether thie present buovancy
is caused by the Free Trade Tanfl of 1846, or
by-Culifornia gold, or by the unusual profits ol
the cotton crap, or. by all theso causes combined,
or by these and others ia addition, is not yet
positively determined  Ono of our cotempora-
Ties, we observe, attributes it maaly,iff not en-
tirely, to California gold. It should, however,
bo noted, that as yet v/e have ‘not received as
much valuo from California—probably not halt
as much—as we have sont to Caltfornia. Nor
do wa belicve that all the gold which hasreach-
od us the past year from that quarter, is equal
to the czcess we have realized from cotton, over
and above ‘what we should have recoived, had
it cammauded only the usual prices. "T'en mil-,
lions of gold per annum-sounds large, but it is,
an truth, a merte trifle compared with the aggre-
gate results of-the nation’s industey, 1In the
Aunnuval Report of the Patent Office, it is esti-
mated that “the aggregato amount of the pro-
ducts of tabor anl capital in the United States,
in 1848, was $2,048,564,756,” or say 1n round,
aumbers, 2,000 millon dollars. Tiue, a large
portien of this value is consumed by the produ-
cers, or exchange for other commodities which
are consumed by them,—some of 1t for a.por-
tion of this very gold from Cahfornia. To for-
eign countries wo export domestic products to
the value of one hundred and thirty or a huan-
dred and forty millions ot dollars per annum,
for and part of which we tmight have gold in
excarnge, if on the whole we preferied it fo the
commodities which we actunlly receive,

‘The present population of California is esti-
mated by -its delegation to-Washington, at-100,-
000 gad upwards. We doubt if the prodvets
of their industry are of greater value, in propor-
tion to the number af adults, and especially of
adult males, than those of the people of this
Stete.  Calilornia is o very good place inits
way, and will probably send us, for some years
¢0-cowme, $3.000,000 or $10.000,000 of gold por
annum.  But this alono is not a sufficient
wause for aspeculation maania. If however, it
is'to come, there are many who, profiung by
the experience of the past,-will make their mo-
ney this tine, not by buying bat by selling.—
Journal of Commerce,
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Tur Sassar —The -Churches.are- the gnar-
-dians.of the Sabbath. What are.they doing in
view oi.the meeting of Parliament, and the ar-
rangement which will then doubtless take place
-of our Canadian Post-office management? It
witl be far easier to establish.a: good system. dt
{irst than to remedy a.fanlty one aftervards.—
‘The.extrems difficulty found in Britain.to obtain’
-concessions even.to-the almost. unanimous voice

£

{weknow it can be had,—is obtained- -an

abominable relie of fendal dopravity : the for-
mer was a British law, but has been erased
{from the statute-book, by the resistless force of
enlightened popular opinion.  Why either
should be tolerated in this Province for a single
Parliamentary sessiou longer, we can seg no ad-
equate reason but one—and that is, the indiffar-
cnce of the Press to the true interests of the
country, and the apathy of the peoplo towards
their own social condition At this very tne-
ment there is not a practising lawyer in Cana-
da who is not as familiar with the evasion of
the law agamst Us  j, as with any other legal
ised dishonesly : and there is not one who dops
not know that the xisteace of this law is the
means of “keeping up the current actual rate
of interest to double, or treble, that for which it
might be borrowed, did not prohibition exist
against its being loaned above the fixed rate of
6 per cent.  The law is evaded in every possi-
ble way, and the heedy borrower is robbed by
an Act of Parliament which professes to render
him protection. Ffteen per cent is a very low
rate—twenty, twenty-five, thirty, forty,—(we
might go higher and not be outside the trul_bz
what purpose serves the law against these ex-
orbitant rates?  Ask the lawyers? But that
would:be going to the goat's house in search ot
wool. The lawyers will not spoil their own
wrnde, and we venture to say there isno branch
of it from which they derive more lucrative re-
turns,

The other day we heard of o pious money
lender, who, when asked for a loan, and at
what rate, declined receiving over 6 per cent.—
I bless the Lord,” said the good Samaritan, %1
never have-received more than legal interest.”
Oh, whe ¢ o pity such men are soscarce! Don't
you thinl so, soft reader? We know you do
—and we kaow you will almost bless the Lord,
that he has put it into the-wise heads of our
clear-siglited members of parliament, to perpetu-
ate such a law ; which is at onee, so eminently
promotive of picty, and so protectivo to that ne-
cessity which is beyond the reuch of all othet
laws.  Very gnod : we comnmend your goodness
of soul ; it is an amiable obfuscation ; and does
you much honor. But let us come back to our
pious man with the' money bags. %I lend at
6 per cent.  I'have not so much as you want,
You ask for £1000. See hero; I ‘have just
£400 at present; but you know that house
and lot, in such a street, [ will sell you that
at £400, It s worth more to me; but I feel
for your necessity, (yes, that he docs.) I will
not take advantage of your penury.” Now
this house and lot ay, or may not, be worth
£200 ; if it is worth £300, wo will eat our own
nose off. DBut all's one for that, off it goes at
£600,and offit goes in a few days more for£200;
and better yet,—ten to one the pious man,in
the turn of the wheel, turns out to have been
buyer-hack of his own house and lot. Hegets
his mortgage, however, drawn for £1000 which
is secured on other property worth £1500 or he
gets £360.for interest, and at the expiration,
£1000 for £600 ; the term is six vears, during
which he gets £360 for interest ; and at.the ex-
piration, £1000 paid to him; in return for his
£600. Now £600 .0t 6 per cent, should bring
836 a year: or £216 in six vears, and £600
principal, and £216 interest, amount to £816-.-
but the pious man collected £1000 and £360,
say £1360, therefore he veceived £760 for the
interest of £600-for 6 yenrs,or £126 14s4d a
year, instead of £60, that is to say, rather bet.
ter than twelve and a half ger cent per anaup,

The above is no overstrotched statement of
facts ; on the contrary, we haow it to-be a.very
anoderate usury transaction, We have heard
of half a dozen of instunces within the last
wmonth in which the terms were two-and a half
per cent higher.  And now, reader, what think

Jyouof the: Usury Law? Is-it not rightly

nomed ¢ Butits supporters tells-us there woul|
bo no-sying what amount of interest would: be
exacted were ‘this law repealed. Indeed?—
Might they not give & brond guess? Letus
try to help them. ‘The Usury Law is one.of
total prohibition. It .punishes the offence by
ordering the forfeiture of both principal and in-
torest. Isthiga law to be ladghedat? Would
you-facé it without.a chance of large profit}—

A.smuggler, who.is liable to:lose an occasion-.

al cargo, any one out of ten, caunot work upon
low profits, His losses will average ten per
cent. e must have his trade protit, then over
and above his fon per cent avernge loss, Re.
peal the prohibitio i law, will'ho pe able to sell
lotver than tvhén he smuggled? Repeal the
Usury Luw * will the money-seller charge low
er than when he was lorced tosmuggle? Wil
any cunning lawyer Lo required to help to
malke the bargain, by keeping the leader out of
danger, or so thuch so as possiblo?  And whe
pays the lawyers fees?  The man on sults, or
the man on stumps?  Away with this abomai-
nation '—it is a cancer cating into the vitals of
the peoplo in the dark. Raise your voices
against it, vote for no candidato who will not
pledge himself to its repeal, It is & mockery of
common sense: a lawyer maching for dollar
catching ; an instrument of oppression and ex-
tortion ; and a relic of barbaric ignorance that
makes us blush to thinl of the stolidity ot our
forefathers.—irror.

.

PQPERY AS AFFECTED BY EMIGRATIONS,
Fromythe Puritan Recorder

Those nations which were formerly reckoned
as constituling the “Holy Roman Empire,”
those which constitute the ten horns of the
‘Apocalyptic beast, have of late undergone cgn-
vulsions, the issues of which, so far.as they are
to affect the Romish interests, are hot yet whol-
Iy known. ‘T'hese convulsions indicate that Ro-
manism has a disrase of the heart, whose fatal
termination is sure, but whose time none can
tell. Omitting here any notice of these nation-
al revolutions, it is interesting to inguire, What
the system has to gain or losein the changes of
population which are taking place by the va.
rious migrations, expansions and colomizations
which are now going forth from this and from
the British nation ?

A few years ago the fecling was extensive,
thiat the Protestantism of this nation was to be
swamped by emigrations from Popish countries.
"The idea extensively obtained, that there was o
definitely formed conspiracy on the part of Eu-
ropcan Romanists, to throw j« upon usan
amount of people and of funds for missicnary
uses, such-as would soon secure the ascendancy
of the Romish church and the extinction of our
ropublican liberty, as well as of our liberty to
use and teach the word of God. DBut time has
now dissipated all such apprehensions. What
designs of that nature have been-lormerly en-
tertained, have been turvied to foolishness.  For
experience has shown, that the Ron.ish immi-
gration hither with great difficulty holds its
own. Vastas have been the translers of the
material and strength of Romaaism hither, the
present body and force of the system hevo do
ot answer to them. Nor does the ! rospect of
the future appear any more encouraging. No
mind can set a limit to the future iintigrations
of Romanists ‘hither, And yet no wise man
will predict that such an increase will offect any
important change in the general order of civil
and religious life of our country. A vast ocean
can receive large streams of impure aters
withuut o perceptible change of its own materi-
al. So that if the question,—~What does popery
gain or lose by immigration 7—wero confined’
to this couantry, we should see that the loss was
clear und great. -Of the people transferred
hither from the darkness and  bondage felt in
Burope, a largo fraction of the present-genera-
tion becowne, in various ways, alicnated from
the system, and of their children the proportion
must be still greater.

But if we glance at Ireland, and raise the
question, How is tha strength of the system to

ber  ‘ed.there 3—the case must.be still clear-
er,  veuld scem, that.from that country the
cmii  .ion had but just begun, Theremedies

whicn the Legislature have begun to apply to
the national distress, by a change in the tenure
of lands, seem to tend as far ag they reach, to
an entire displacement of the degraded and pov-
ety stricken occupants of the soil in favor of
tho more efficient Scotchmen. Interest impels
the new owner of the land to defray the expense
of transporting its pnuper tenants to other climes,
as the first'improvement which he attempts.—

‘These people sent off are distributed in the East

and in the West—in America ndin the Aus.
tralian Islands.  And if theso could go forthras
vigorous plants of the Romish stock, to strike
root and have an independent incresse ina
new soil, it would be a:vast advantage. DBat
popery itself has incapacitated them. Necessi-

1y now compels thom-to seel subsistance under

the shadow of protestantism wherever they go.

‘Whether in the United States, or Canada, or in
Australia, the poor, priest ridden Irishman mustj
be a hewer of wood and.a drawer of water. for!

another class of people. And his relation of
dependence must limit the growth and inflaence
of-the system to which heis attached. So that
what popery in lreland. loses by emigration is
not compersated in churches of omigrants gath.
ered abroad. 'The-truth is, Ircland, one of the

nations most hearty and self-saerificing in its

devotement to Rome, must, as a Romish nation,
dwindlo in proportion as improvements are in-
troduced, and national suffering mitigated.
Look ot another result of national move-
ment—that anong the Spanish Americans.—
Begin with the result of our collision with Mex-
ico. Californin.and New_ Mexico, two arms of
‘that republic, wére brought under ourjurisdic-

tion, and:in them Romanism at.once resigned

.

her sceptre,  Nordid the way leave the influ-*
anco of the Romish clergy in Mexico where it
found 1t. [t imparted to the Mexican. nation
such ideas of the supgrior farcoin this protostant
nation—and it opened so many new channels-
of inlercourse and acquaintunce as will go far
to cripple the power of the priesthood, And:
then tho effeets of the full and  freo intercourse
of our people which the settloment of Californic
will have oceasioned with the Spanish and mon-
grel race along the whole const of South Ameri-
ca, will open more efiective schiools for the en-
lightening of Romanists. Through them the
free Protestants ol this nation in the transactions
of commorco will be conveying instruction with~
out intonding it, And broad and dense as is
the cloud of darkness that rests over that conti-
nent, it is now fringed with light and hopo.~~
The opening of Caliform and tha cutting off n
channel for the world’s commerce across the
sthmus, are to put a new face upon South
America and Mexico, and work a revolution
{ouching the power of the priest. .

The word ennczation is becoming very famil-
iar in our vocabulary, And we havehad some
exparience of the effocts of annexation on Re-
manism. Thé eolony of Louisiana, when an-
nexed, was entirely Romish, and but for annex-.
ation it would probably have remained so.—
But there-the sceptro has.depar.ed from Ro-
manism, as it more recently and rapidly did in,
California and Now Mexico. The vext candi-
date for anncxaticn is Carada, And in Lower
Canada, Romanism is as an established religion;
and it has the-advantage of legal support after
the model of Prance. The first effect of annex-
ation would be o dissclution-of this establish.
ment. And the noxt would be a revolution of
the arder of socioty from that of Francd inithe
dark ages, to that of this country. 'I‘hgre_won_;ld
of necessity be a new fusion and crysta_hggtgtq,n
of the whole clements of that people. + Similar
retnarks might, to ‘some extent, apply to Cuba,
in case of its anncxation, CGod’s: thoughts ate
not as our thoughts,and he may have wise étds
to answer by an event to,us so evidently disps-
trous. And as lic overruled the Mexican war
—got up as it was for slavery—and made its
event to turn the balance of power in“the Union
agaiost slavery, so ho may suffer Cuba to ‘be
annexed with o siwmilar purpose, on tho part.of
slave-holders, and to similar results upon their
interests. In that.case, tho Romanism of that
Island, now so strong, will.dwindle.

Had we time'o follow out this line of thought
wo should seo:that Providence is now doing &
great work in the destruction of the Romish
power, by the simple movements of people-from

lace to place, and the popular enterpriso which
is the cause of those movements, 'I'he soveral
branches of the human fainily are renéwing:
their acquaintance and adopting  eac
otber's jmprovements. They ave, 80 to
spenk, coming home from the dispersions at
Babel—not under the one central monarchy
which they essayed théro to build—but undar
one form of civilization—and that the form which:
christianity has developed. They are, coming:
together to compare notes for mutugi.correction
of errovs, and for giving and roceivia 'th.e con;-
mon light and liberty’ which christinnity haa
produced. And such o gathering of the ends of
the earth, with-its diffusion of Christian light,
will bring the errors of popery uunder g scrutiny

o

broad and searching,

Nuxneris.—~Wa have beed informed that
fnere is a strong and growing feeling among thé
Nabitands of St. Laurent and the neighborhided,
against the Nunneries established among them,
which aro regarded as traps for their inheritan,
ces (heritages). 'Tho trap worksin this mannér >
Tho Nuns obtain sole control of the education of

oung females, and those that hrve considerable
inheritances (in French law all the pareat's pro-
perty is divided equally among all the children,)
are persunded to becorho Nuns, of course,.ere
they have much sense or experience ot‘tho;world
to guide their decision. The girls who can
bring nothing are not only not urged to join the
Sisterhood, but if we are informeds daright, will
not be received.  The result of-an heiross join-
ing ‘one of these establishments is, th-at'thg Nun-
nery claims her share of the family mhent_ance,
and if sho be sole heir, tho whole; :and if she
were, even at any fiiture time, to repent, and
go out, still all her property would:rempin be-
hind with the Sisterheod t ‘L'hese property. traps
which provoke tho wrath of even. the ignorant
Roman Catholic kabitants, are what opr-.en-
lightened Protestant Legislators have at the
ordding of the priests sct all over the country,
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MEAN PEOPLE,

« A Subsériber” writes to us informing us that
his Jourual is taken off his counter before he has
an opportunity of perusing it. This paltry “bor-
rowing” of newspapers is a system 0o much in
vogue in this City, and ought to be discounten-
anced. We wish > A Subscriber” would furnish
us with the name of the borrower.~Journal &
Ezxpress. oo
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Caniroryia Gorp.—We learn thatthe,swhole
amount of gold from California, receivéd, atthe
mint in s city, is about nine.million, feur hita--
dred thousand dollars——of whlct'x'aboq,tGD0,000
has.beep feceived this week.-.-:TPM_!ﬁ.‘ Bensyl-
vania March 15, R
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