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The New Pharmaeist and the Old Drug
Store.

The drug business of our day is nlot
phiarmîacy. Phariacy is sonething very
inucih higher up in tie scale. Wlat pass.
cd for pharmllacy years ago will no longer
suffice. h'lie phariacist of the future
iiust be an educatcd, scieiîfic, techinical
expert-nothing less. Meni unable to do
chemical and imîicroscopical work vill no
longer be recognîized as couipetent phar-
milacists.
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as miîuch utnlike tlhe average corner-store
druggist as thie printing press or to.day
is unlike tiat of the sixteentli century.
'he ncw phariacist will not iake or

sel any secret nostrumis ; lie will lot sell
cigars, soda water, soaps, perfumery, sta-
tionery, rubber goods, paints, glass, can.-
dies, clewing.gnmîîi and othier mierclhan-
dise having no relation to phariacy. le
will not be a salesian in any sense or
degree. 'lie "cut rates " prblei. w'hîiclh
sceuis to be the plague of tie retail drug-
gist of the day will no more affect the
occupation and prosperity of the new
phariacist tlan the clhmiate of Kais-
chîatka. l'le ncw phannacist wdl gladly
and cieerfully recognize the fact ithat
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is to wait upol niedicine. 1-le will kiow
and he abile to deionstrate thtat the phy.
sician cannot be his own phariacist
without serious detriient to all concern-
cd. le will know tliat the educated
physician alone is copilietent to prescribe,
a-nd that the phiarnîacist's duty does nlot
and should not clash wibth ihat of the
physician. Jealousy or rivair' betteeni
theim is ridictlous. Thîey are as distinct
fron each other and as hlttle subject to
comîparison as lie odos of the rose and
the color of the butterfly in its boson.
It is in no sense or degree derogatory to
the iîlharmîîacist to admit that lie is lot Ihe
equal of tie physician. 'T'le phIy'siciani is
îlot the cqual of ic phiarmîîacist. But ic
pharmîacist certainfly is and nust he an
expert aid to te liphysicianl while thie
]atuer is in no sense an aid to thc phar-
iacist. ''he phariacist is in his riglt
place wlen eli devotes his knîowîledge and
skill to the task of assisting tie physiciai
in every legitiniate and useful way. l'le
iew phîarnmacist wivli enlarge lis sphere of
useful techiical work and bring it to a
higher degrec of develnpmîîenit. Any hiar.
iacist who caniot work on tIe principle
that pharmuacy is the handnaid of mîedi.
cine is like a tree witi its crowi in tlic
soit and its roots in the air.
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'T'lie new pharnacist will possess te
knowledge and training nccessary to the
unerring identification and intelligent se-
lection oi the imiedicinal substances cim-
ployed by tie physician. He will be alle
to detcrmîîine for himself the purity and
strength of ail substances, the character
of which admits of such determination.

le will, in fact, test ail the chemîicals lie
uses, and will lot put forth the absurd
claii that the fiaithful perforiîance Of
Ilat duty is imîîpracticable. le will faitlh.
fully and intelligently protect ail his miedi-
cal supplies fromi deterioration, and willi
religiotusly per fori his plain duty to in-
iediately reject aiy and every substance

found to liave becoine so altered or in.
jured as to he no longer in accordance
with thie recognized requiremlients as to
quality and effectiveness. le will renew
his supplies of plant drugs every year, at
the righît season, thriowinig away whiat is
left over of last season's stock, so far as
to insure reliable reiedies. le will
eniploy sensitive and ac:urate balances
and graduated mîîeasures, and will lise
themlî withi skill. Ail his wvork will be
goverie'd by scieitific principles.

'ie new pharmiacist wili further do ail
the laboratory wîork which tlie physiciai
will require of himi in iedical and sani-
tary chenistry, bacteriology, etc. le
w'ill, imioreover, he the public cicmist of
lis comiîunmity.
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is a kind of departient store or bazaar
on a proiiiiient corner. NI ost of ils busi-
ne'ss is purely mercantile. 'T'lhe relit is
high. 'lie profi:s on its sales of uier-
chalidise are so silall that a very large
volume of trade is niecessary' to nake the
business pay. Thiis in turn lecessitates
the investni lt of a large capital and the
employient of salesmien. 'T'lie soda
fouitain, cigar case, and candy case miake
the average drug store anîythiig but a
suitable place for such work as tie care.
fui, safe, and accurate dispensing of lire.
scrptions.

Thl new phiarimacist will lot Icrate
himîselIf in f nisy, expensive corner store
to catch the transient custonier. le will
not have aily iscellianeous iierchandise
to sei. le witl, instead, estahulislh himî-
seif n a quiet place suficiently accessible
to those who require his services. Ilis
capital will lie $1,ooo instcad of $:o,coo,
and yet ie will cermaoîly be more prosper-
cils and successful thîan the dru ggist who
caries on tI retail drug business as nIow
conducted.
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Th,1)e ziew pharniacist will be able to
cominiand respect and recognlitioi as a
professionai mitan. The difference betwcen
the new phiarniacy and the old will lie so
great as to immiiiîediately attract the atten-
tion of thinking pcople, and there are
eniough thiniking people in the world to
give the new plarniacist abundant occu-
pation.

The cw piarniacy Iaws will in tinie be
anended so as to mnake proper educationî
for pliarmiaceutical work the nost inpor-
tant qualification for registration, and the
nunerous druggists of the country will be
divided into two distinct classes-those
who have tIe requisite scientific training
to bce permitted to do ail scientific, tech-
nical pharmraccutical work, and those wIo

Iack that training and, thereforc, wil] not
be pernitted to dispense physicians' pre-
scriptions or to dispense any potent me.
dicinal substance.

NEW PIIAtM.\CIWTs NEitDiED NOW.

'he necessity or tiis new style Of phar-
macy is a present necessity, and the phar-
inaceutical chenist will be tIe coming
new pharnacist, by whatever namue lie
nay be called, for any graduate in phar-
nacy who has had proper and suflicient
training in applied pharniaccutical chema-
istry and related laboratory work is just
wlat we meani by the designation " phar-
maccutical chemîîist," and .no one else is
one, even if lie nay be called so.-Dr.
Oscar Oldber, in The Aplherary.

Contribution to the Knowledge of
Strychnine Drugs.'

iav O. SADnU.

lHerr Sander has investigated the nature
of s:rychnic or igassuric acid, and tlie
different methods for ie deternination
and separatioi of strychninîe and brucine,
as nany varying and contradictory state-
nents have been moade on this subject.

'lie acid existing in the official strych-
nine drugs, nux voimica and Fabae St.
Igiatii, lias been generally described as

igasuric acid," and the plant bases as
existing in the drug as igasurates. AI-
thoughî igasuric icid lias becen regarded as
a fori o tannic acid, it ias not been
ascertaincd to w.hich class of tannins it
belonged. !n order to obtain further-
information respecting tIis acid, ierr G.
Sander prepared in tie first instance soie
purest possible umaterial. ''he pure acid
was obtained by fractional precipitation
of a cold alcololic extract with lead
acetate, and the tead precipitated decomî-
posed with sulphtiretted hydrogen. Thie
acid so prepared w'as an amiiorphous
brownmsi-vellow substance, which could
lie easily rubbed down and powdered.
The acids ohained fromt both drugs
appear fron mîîany agreeing reactions to
be identical. A series of reactions with
ferne chlonide, lead acetate, silver nitrate,
hroiniie, etc., pointed to a marked agree-
nient wiih caffetannic acid. When the
"igasuric acid" is treated with potash it
is split up into anolier acid with formîa-
tion of a sugar. Tlhis acid proved to be
caffeic acid. 'hie so.called igasutric acid
is, then, nothing more than caffetannic
acid, but whether the alkaloids exist in
the drugs in conhination with this acid
miust reiain for future investigation.

The various netiods for deterinisiation
of the total alkaloids in these drugs-
dependent upon precipitatioi witlh MU.ayer's
reagent, potassic ferrocynide, tannic acid,
or on titrating with acid the residuary
aikaloids cxtracted by solvens-are unsat-
isfactory. The ttration value of the two
alkaloids, strychnine and brucine, being
different, correct results aie only to be

* inautgural dicrtation (rom the Piurmaceutica! lnsi.
jute or tht University n( Strasburg (Achiv. der Pharm.).


