
56 CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

A,# assistant is not only a seller of
gonds, but to his kecping is committed
the hionor, dignity, and reputation of the
house.

An assistant mnust not only know, in a
general way, what the requirenents of the
different lnes of business are, but -nust
be familiar to a certain extent, with the
business requirenents of each particular
custoller.

The Purification of DrInking Water..

According to Professors Austen and
Wilber, the public have readdy available
a method by wich they can purify their
drinking water in a simple, cheap, effica-
cious, and expeditious manner, and the
imlaterial for this purpose is alum. Chemil.
cally speaking, it is a double suilphate of
potash an(d aluminium, and in this use
breaks into potassium sulphate, which re-
mains in solution, and a basic suilphate,
and this basic sulphate of aluminium-
the composition of which is undetermined
-precipitates as a more or less gelatiin.
ous and flocculent mass, and carries down
witi it the foreign matters and humus
bodies; sulphuric acid set free in the
formation of the basic alumini sulphate
attacks the earthy and alkalne carbonates
which are always present, and forit with
tien suiphates, setting carbonic acid f ece,
the aluninic suilphate acting like aluni.
For some years an extensive use of alum
lias been made in the varions processes
of purifying water, sewage, etc., the pre-
sumîption being that, aside frois its effect
in precipitating matter nechanically by
envelopmlsent with the precipitatiig basic
aluminic suilphate. the alunm exerts a dis-
tinct coagulative action on the albiumisinous
substances in the water, rendering then
insoluble, and thus causing their precipi.
tation. By the addition of a minute
anotnt ofalui, water is reidered capahle
of conpilete mnechanical filtration.-Puie
Healh Journal.

Choap Goods Mean Inferlor Goods.

Thsoughs our characteristics and senti-
nsents are as diverse as the professions or
business enterprises whicli we choose to
pursue, these fast, scientific or comime ciai,
are but a mians to an end, iedimisîi by
which we hope to attain fortune or rame,
as our ambitions direct. 'l'o each and
every calling, be il wlat it imay, there is
attached a greater or lesser degree of
responsibility ; and that of a pharmacist
is, periaps, as responsible as any.

'T'le ordinary tradesnsanî, througlh unin-
tentional error, can scarcely rtu a greater
risk thian the loss of a customier ; but the
loss of humisan life nay easily resuit tirotgh
carelessness or inadveîtance on the paît of
a druggist, a catastrophe inîvolving, in its
far-reachinlg consequences, nsot oily the
victimî of the mnistake and those to whomli
lie was dear, but also the dispenser of the
drug-who msîust suffer eithser in person
or in reputation, or in both. Over anid
above a scripulotis care and exactitude in

compousdimg his; prescriptions, the phar-
nacist owes another imost important duty
to his patrons ; %sz., strict attention to the
qualîty of his wares. Drtugs being designed
to assist nature, to renedy lier defects, or
to stpply such deficiencies of the blond
or franework that imay be found in indi-
vidual cases, it is of prime importance
both to physician and patient, that they
should be tie purest and best that the
market affords. Price i this direction
should always play a secondary role in the
purchase of goods thsat are desigied for
iedicinal purposes ; and to no *business
does the trite isa:um, '" 'l'le best is always
the clcapest," apply witl greater force
than it does to that of plarmiacy. I'lhe
dislonesty of such a course, and thtis it is,
nothing more nor less-of the plhariacist
whio habitnally dispenses interior drugs is
quickly detected, and bis punishient fol-
lows swift and sure, loss ol prestige and of
business. 11 is first care, therefore, shotild
bc to purchase excellent iaterial, renem-
hering always that tis can never bc donc
at a figure muchsel heow the standard miar-
ket valne clheap gouds mean inferior
goods ; his isext, to dispense then witl
minute exactitude and thereby gain the
confidence as well as the dollars of his
patrons.-ationalDruggis.

How Allspice Grows.

The pimisento or allspice trec is culti-
vased in tie Vest Indies and jamiaica.

lhis beat.siful tree usually grows to a
heighît of about thirty feet; it has a straight
trunk :unich branched above, and cov.
ered with a smsooth, brown bark. 'l'ie
Icaves vary in size and shape, but are al-
ways of a dark, shining and green color.
Duriig the monsthts of July atnd August
the tree is in full blooni. tihe blossois
consisting of very fragrati, white flowers.

Wlens a new plantation of piiento
trees is to be formîed, no regular sowing
or planting takes place, because it is next
to impossible to propagate the young
plaints, or to raise iemt froim sceds in
parts of the country where they are not
found growinsg spontaneously. Usually a
piece of land is selected eitler close o a
plantation already forned, or in part ofthe
woodland wlcre pimsento trees are growv.
mîg in a native state. 'ie chosen piece
of land is then cleared of ail wood cxcept
these trees, and trie felied timiber is al-
lowed to remsain on the grotnd for the
purpose of protectinîg the very yotung pi-
imiento plants.

At the end of two years the land is
thorouglhly cleared, and )tnly the msost
vigorous pimeito trees and plants arc left
standing. 'ie plants come to naturity
in about sevein years.

In favorable seasons the pimento crop
is cnormous, a single tree often yielding
loo or more pousds of the dried spice.

h'le berries are picked whisle green, be-
cause, if left nn rte tree until ripe, they
lose thseir ptngent taste and are valueless.

h'lie green berries are exposed to the sun
for a week or ten days, when they lose

their green color and turn a reddislh
brownî. Vhein perfectly dry they are pu t

in casks and bags for exportation.
'l'le odor and taste of the pismento

berries are thouglht to resenble a comsbi-
nation of those of cinamison, iutmsseg,
and cloves-hience, the famsiliar namne
"allspice."-Phaiite/phia Timies.

Sound Business Resolutions.

'ake your store just as it is, just as you
left it last night, and start riglt mii. No
need to wait ntil you have made this iii-
proveient, or that alteration. Don't set
somle time in the future, but start now,
wheil your mind is picturinsg the possibili-
tics of a progressive store. Ma> yourself
out a plan to work by. 'l'hisk of ail you
ever heard or read about successful mer-
chants, and use the part that secms the
best-the part that you cai apsply to your
business. You will find thiat all mer-
chants who have beei stccessful have be-
comse so by seeming to be lsonest. Be
more than tha. Be honest. It's liard to
do, but it pays. Make your plan so
broad thiat it will cover each detail. Put
yourself in thei custoier's place and sec
how you wotld lke to have this or that
iatter decided. 'ien iake your plan
so that yotir customer will lie pleased.
Protect your custoimer's interest just a
little more thsan you Io your own, and
yotur plan will succeed. ''his don't refer
to prices, althougl tie prices ilust of
course be right, but the hundred little de.
tails that comse up in a day's business,
that, if not adjusted right, will lose more
customsers than a week's advertising will
regain. Don't iiake any misake about
this plan and write a book of rules-time
enough to do that after you have proved
yourself and settled the points that are
not now clear.

Sec that the goods in your store are
the kind that people want. Don't think
tisey are ; make sure of it. If vot have
any goods that are out of style, or soiled,
or wrong in aiy way-and tiere always is
in tIhe best of stores-get rid of thei,
evein at an apparent loss. It's not a real
loss, it's a gain, for goods are only worth
whiat they will sel for. All people iake
mistakes, especially huyers ; but if you do
isake a imistake, admit it and certify it at
once. Dons't vait-it's more ioncy loss
to wait.-Ex.

ODE TO A PLASTER.

Press ie cinscr. ail my own ;
Waris my hearu fr thec alonc.
Every nerve responsive irills,
Each carcss miy being thrilis:
Rest and peace in vain 1 crave.
In r.cstacy I livc, thy slave ;
Dowcr'di with hope, with promise blest,
Thou dos rcign upon My breast
Closer stili, for t anm thine :
B3urns msy lieart, for thou ait mine
Thou the message, I the wire,
t the firnace, thon the fire 
I the servant, thou the nastr-
Roaring, red-hot imustard plasicr.

-Bob Bu'dette.


