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by way of Detroit, along tho banks of the
St. Clair and the Thames, Inthoeaatthere
was also cunsiderable settlement in desira.
blo locations in Nova Scotis and Now Bruns-
wick, Of those that entcrod Canada by the
Niagars River, uot a fow wero to find their
way round the head of Lake Ontatio to To-
ronto, accompanicd by contingents of dis-
banded soldicry from the town of Newark,
which on the division of the country into
the provinces of Upper and Lower Cauads,
was, in 1701, to become the weatern capital,
This Loyalist cmigration was composed, for
the msin part, of tho middlo and upper
claases in the communities they had left—
classes that, though well-to.do, were accus-
tomed to bard labor, acquainted with bush
life, familiar with the work of the farm, and
possessed of a courage and endurance which,
often put to the test, were to prove
the best qualitics for a pioneering life and
the gilts moat needed for subduing the wild-
erness. As has been said of them, no por-.
tion of the British postessions ever received
20 noble an acquisition, for they brought to
Canada the materials for a nation ready

made,
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LIFE IN MEXIQO0.

A DAY AMCNG THE FAR'FAMED FLOATING GAR-
DENS—HOW THE ANCIENT AZTECS DBUILT
7318 CITT AXD FORMED FLOATING FIELDS
UrON TIE BOSOM OF THR SALT LAKE, TRR-
COW — SOME CURIOUS CUSTOMS OF MODERN
MEXICANS,

(Truth Special Correspondence.)

Throughout all Mexico the flowery gates
of Spring are opened by a floral festival
The original intention of this friste was to
dtly observe Viernrs de Dolores (Good Fri-
day); butaince the days of churchk power
have passed awsry, it is as liable to occur
upon one day as another—ssy time within
March, April, or May — every city and vil-
lage chooting its own date fora flower fes-
tival,

This year, as vsnal, in the city of Mexi-
co, the Pasco de las Flores (Flower Prome-
nade) was held alorg the Viga—that pictur-
ezque canal which stretches away between
willows snd poplars to the far-famed float-
ing gardens of t*e ancient Aztecs. The
scene along this historic canseway wasan
astonishment to foreigners—as charmingly
peculisr as typical of a poetic and pleasure-
loving people. Thoy are early riscrs in this
1and of the sun, where breakfsat is taken
at mid-dsy, and everybody is enjoying »
long siesta during those hours when Cana-
dians are most actively at work, At sunrise
the Viga and its boulevard were thronged
with the aristocracy of the city, and a vast

rse of plebeians and Indians ; and by
seven o'cleck festivities wereat their height,
For miles along the tree-lined avenue a
conatant procession of vehicles, bhorsemon,
and pedeatrinng packed the space between
leafy bowers on either side, while the canal
was crowded with cauoes and Venetian-like
gondolas, Everything imaginable onwheels
was hero—the stately closed carrisges of
Mexicanmillionalres,openbarcuches,coupos,
victorias, dog-carts, waggonettes, even ve-
locipedes and tricycles ; while thousacds of
horsemen galloped gaily between—the sc-
vere aimplicity of the English and German
atyle of ridirg.costume, contraating well
with the gorgeonsly caparisoned, silver-
bedecked ¢questrisns “'to the manor born.”
Most of tho ladies were dreseed in what we
consider full ball or opera costume — pale
silks or aatins, no wrape or covering for tho
head, except now and then a lace mantilla
draped, Spanishfaahion, upon the back halr,
hnd such a flutter of coatly fans and wealth
of fiashing jewels as these fair Mexicanas are

famous for. Though tho laws of propriety
aro so rigorously striot that a gentleman
may not ride in the same carriage with she
Iady to whom he is betrothed, yet
MOST DESPRRATa FLIRTATIONS

are openly indulged in, to an extent which
would put to blush New York, Chicago, or
San Franciseo, Following a senorita up
and down the promenade, and staring in-
tently in her face, v an accepted mode of
oompliment—-doubtless gratifying to the re-
cipient, but fraught with danger to the
adorer if she happens to have other devo.
ted swains—and it not infrequently happens
that duels are the result, she being pre-emi-
nently the belle who can boast the greateat
number of auch encounters.

The canal wascompletely hidden by boats,
big and little, the majority being long,
clumsy, raft-like barges, each with a cover-
od space in the middle, and a deck at both
ends, propelled by thres or four Indians,
who push their long poles against the river
hottom, singing as they go. (thers were

enclosed in an alry lattice-work of woven|$

rughes, intertwined with flowers, thus ahad.
ing the happy occupants ; many, gay with
flags and awnings, were stant imitations of
Venetian gondolss ; and thousands were sim-
ply dagiuts—the same primitive chalupas
which Cortez found the natives using, near.
1y four centuries ago, Most of the canoes
carried guitar-players, a few wereseen with
harps or viols, or rced instruments, which
may bave beer, patterned from that of ¢‘the
great god, Pun,"” among the river rushes.
Hers everytody aings, for theae happy-go-
lucky children of nature are fall of music ;
and the air was vocal with their meaning.
lexa folk-songy, rendered in softest Castillian,
or high-pitched patriotic hymns, which just
now incorporate a great deal about the trans-
cendent virtuesof *Porfiric Di—i~i{—az 1"
which rank of sociaty shows the best taste
in its mode of enjoyment—these simple peo-
ple, or the proud patricians, shut up in
closed carrisges, in full dress and solemn ai-
lence on shore— I leave for others to deter-
mine ; but Betsy and I invatiably join the
plebeian crowd, preferring to float lazily
along the yellow water, and enjoy the aweet
alr, soft breezes and golden sunshine rather
than the gilded discomforta of fashion.

The banks were lined with booths of
green branches, festooned with garlands,
wherein loads of flowers, lemonade of vari-
ous colors, chia (s delightfully cooling drink,
made from the seeds of a flower, and flavor-
od with orange or pine-apple juice), pulyns,
orchats, and other Mexican beversges were
sold. The great attraction along shore was
the flowers, offered for sale by

1KDIAY GIRLS,
whosee deft brown fingers darted back and

forth like shuttles as they fashicned bou-
quets and ‘“‘button-holes, with surprising
rapldity. From esrliest days Mexico has
been noted for the besuty and diversity of
its ﬂorg ?nd her: hwero !e il;ggout apeci-
ments ant heaps, of w. a carriage
load mlgbr:%: bought for a few abiilin
Theso bowers of living green aet off the
beauty of the flower girls to good advan-
tage. Each was crowned with a po;ﬁg;
wreath, black hair falling in long br:
down her back, eyes shining like stars, glit-
tering teeth—the whitss by contrast to
bronze cheeks, short red shirt hangiog looss-
ly from an uncorssted walst, and reboto
-{ung over the ahoulders with inimitable
grase — an admirable foil to the queenly-
attired patrician dames who patronized her,

Wicker caakets, lined with mows, wre
filled with carnatizwy, pansics, Esglish vio-
1ts, 1lies, forgetiie nots, and the moet
gorgrous Toses—maguificent baskets— fall
which in New York could not be }mrchueci
for less than $25, here belng sold for one or
two reals. While you of the North are atill
shivering in bitiog breezes, the Aabitaus of
this summer's country are revellig in the
he{gbt of the rose seascan.

oar the bridge of the Embarcadero was

an cnormous bower of leafy branches, ereot-
cd by the clity oouncil at s coat of soveral
hundred dollars; and beneath it two fine
military bands (also pald from the public
tresury) phrod altorpately during the dsy.
In this delightful rotreat, commanding
avisw up ..d down canal and causeway,
shairs were lot at & real (124 centa) apieve.
A detachment of gonsdarmes rode ocon.
stantly to and fro as guardians of the
poace, and polico were stationed every
twenty fect along the boulevard, from the
Embarcadero to the bronzo statue commem.
orating Guatimotzin—the youthful poet,
frlm, and soldier—King of anclent Mexico,
t [seatimated that fully 20,000 poople vis-
ited the Viga on this “Friday of Sorrows.”
All bore intheir hands or on thelr heads
some floral tribute, while boat-loads of blos.
soms wers oontinuslly coming down from
the 5mt gardens beyond Santa Anita and
the floating islands of Ixtacalco, The fes.
tivitles were koptup, though in a diminish.
ingacale,till 1ate Sunday nfght. Daringall
those days, the shrill, discordant rattle of
TEN TILOUSAND ** METRACAS "
108 above the Babel of buman voices.
Thess Jittle instraments of auricalar torture
ars madeof tin, iron, ivory, wood, even
gold and ailver, and in all imaginable
Some are in the form of humming-
birds, pescocku, birds of piradise, chickeus,
pamots ; others are as gridirons, frying.
paws, mausical instrumeats, fruits, ficwers,
or reptiles.  Everybody must have one—
from the dignified grandparent to the baby
in atrms—and by twirling them rapidly the
wooden springs inside c})roduce & most un.
earthly rasping, grinding sound. This
hideon, nolss is intended to typify and ridi-
cule the cties of the Jews—*Crucify Him |
Crucify Him 1”7 as they followed Christ to
Golgoths. Not to be outdone by ourncigh-
bors, Betsy bought oroin the shape of an
ivory fiddle, and I a #mall bride dressed in
white aatin, flowing veil and orange blos-
soms, and, thus fortified, were enabled to
add our quota to the general din.

Alrendy the sale of Judases had com-
menced, for on the following Sunday the
strangest of all Mexican ceremonies took
place, in the buming of the traitor. An
ugly, misthapen monster they represent the
faithless disciple to have been—entirel
folgetﬁng that the accredited ‘‘plan of sal-
vatlog” muat have fallen through had he
failed in his part of the programme, as
“foreordained from thefoundation 1 Dur.
fogall Holy Week men were continuall
persmbulating the streets, holding higg
ahove the heaCs of the multitude long poles,
encircled by hoops, upon which were sus.
pended the most grotesque & , in every
concefvabla color, ahape, and degree of de.
formity, sll with horns, and crooked backs
and twisted limbe, Theso are filled with
fire.crackers, the mustache forming the
fus, and millions of them are annually ex.
})lodod. Many are life-size, some having

aces to represent mnpopular political men
of the present day (but thoes not in power,
it ineedless to add) ; while not unfrequent.
1y & Protistante figures in the same guise, or
ehated Americans. Some are hung by

the neck to wires strctched acroes the
streets, of to thebalconiea of houses ; every
horse.car, railroad engino and donkey-oart-
is decked with one, and even gvery male-
driver hatoneormore tied to his breast. At
ten o'clock on Emter Sundsy, when cathe
dnl bells peal forth the joyfal fact that
Christ is rieen, tho Judases are all touched
off at once, the air is .

. “'ruu.kor r:.;}\'ohmnons b

in sree 8, yards, houses, everywhere
over the les;rth and breadth of Mexico, Lit-
tledid thebotrayer dream, when he sold his
Muter for thirty pleces of aiiver, that in
the lapee of ages hi s cfiigies would be held
up to the execration of a Mexican mob;
that the secret bargain, perhaps whisper-
ingly made with the fierce Jewish rulers,
shonld be shouted forth eighteen hundred
yeurs thereafter, by an unknown people, in
undiscovered 1ands beyond thesea!

(TO IR ONTINGED.)

D e D
The Franchise Bill,

The great attention now being given to
the North-West troubles has largely drawn
offthe public interost from Parliamentary
affilrs at Ottawa, The party stroggle in
the House over the pamage of the Franchise
Bill bas been of the most extracrdinary
character. No wonder that the country is

T

not roused in regard to it to a much greater
oxtent than it fs, Either ons party or the

other is soriously to blamo for the stato of
things that has existed in the House of Com.
mons durieg the past two weeks. On tho
one hand the Government has attempled to
pass their Bill with very little explavation
or discussion ; and onl;{e other hand tho
Opposition has resnrted to overy possille
means of obstruction, so that days and days
have passed without any progress be.
ing made in tho work of legisiation, The
one party charges thatan obnoxious inea-
sure Is being passed by a bruto force ma-
jority, and the other y rotort \hut an
organized attompt is being mnade to defeatan
important measure by mere physicsl force
obstructioca. As it Is, tho scenesin the
House have been most disgraceful. Party
atruggles, even in Canada, have seldom
driven mon to more deaperate oxpedients

Tho thres leading objections of tho Op-

Yodﬂon to the new F:Janchlse Bill lrep:
. That a Dominlon franchirte law is

not necessary, each of the Provinces hav-
ing & franchise law of its own, and that
these laws have worked well enough since
1867. 2. That the proposed appcintment
of revising barristers is a dangerous and
an arbitrary step, likely to serionuly inter.
fera with the fair rights of the people. 3.
That it is unwise and unjust to place at
once a large numbser of the Indians of the
Dominjon on the list of elcctors,

Tnorn will not attempt any olaborate
discussion of these inuell}ult uyow. Like
most of the independent journals it does
not hesitato to express grave doubts of the
neceasity or propriety of the new govern.
mentmeasure, Probablythe Opposition bas

eatly exaggerated the evils that may come
rom such a law, but on the face of it there
iz & doubtful look. To carry into force the
proposed law will involve a very large
amonnt of additional work, and of cxpense,
too, upon the country, when it secms prs.
sible to avoid it. If the Provincial fran.
chise laws are allowed to remain to govern
the Dominion elections, tco. all the oxpense
and trouble may be avolded. It has been
eatimated that the additional expenso
of the two hundred or mcre revisin
barzisters, with all the additiona
machinery it will involve, will not be much
less than half a million .dollars a year. It
does nct seem pomiblo that such™a large
sum will be required, but pos:ibly each such
additional official will repretent $1C00a year
to the taxpayers. Whether the work of
making ont the list of voters under such a
syatem will prove any more satisfactory is a
matter of doubt. The );)r:pu-in of the lists
will, to & large extent, be ont of the hands
of tie peopleand at the entire countrol of
these officials, As they aro appointed by
the Government they will aot be above sus-
picion so far as party preferences are con-
cerned, Isisa well known fact that nearly
every important appointment by either Do-
minion or Provincial Government is, indi-
rectly at least, & reward to some activo
partizan. We need not expest anythingelso
in this case.

To enfranchise some thousands of tho
Indians at one time is certainly & atep thut
will take the country by surprise, A good
m“{.d the Indisns, of Ontario especially,
a1e becoming educated, but we besitate not
to say that not one tenth of the Indians now
mt&lni:g their tribal relations are yet fully
%u:liﬁ for the important exerciso of the

minion franchise, They have not famil-
fariz:d themselves sufliciently with the ques-
tions before the country to have placed in
their hands the power that may turn the
scale on some of the important trade and
other issues of the country. Few of them
are familiarly acquainted with the Jaws wo
have; few of them bave bal buslncss con-
nections of any important character; and
few of them, while dependent, as they now
are, on tho Government officials to transect
all their logal business, which they have not
authority themaelves to do, have had in-
spired in them that spirit of independenco
80 necessary in the aelection of wise and
judicious legislators auch as Canada now
atands so greatly in need of.

On the whole, the Franchise Bill may,
1f paseed and pat in operation, turn out a
wiso and judicious meaaure, well repayieg
all the extra cost and labor it will neccasaril
involve, but, just now, it looks very muc
as though wo msy be rushing into evils wo
know not of, rather than endure those we

may have,




