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‘THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDING
TO PROPHECY.

On this subject much stress 13 laid in the
Holy Scriptures; and the people of God, to
whom the sure word of prophecy is sent, are
always required to give it their closest atten-
tion. A slight reference to the testimony of
HOIE Writ, will shew us the truth of this re-
mark:—

2 Chron. xs. 20; “ Believe in the Lord your
God, so shall ye be established; believe his
prophets, so shall ye prosper.
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|instructior in the dispensations of Infivite wis-
dom. A fow facts in Scripture, will shew us
s the truth of this opinion:—

L Tuths case of Noah, we see ope nse of
-unfultilied prophecey, as the means of warning.
Nouh wax apprised by the word of the Lord,
of the abounding of iniquity iv his day, and of
the appreaching catastrophe, by which the
ywicked were to perish. e believed the word
‘ol the Londs was moved with fear; and built
‘an ark, by Divine direction, for the saving of
{himeelt and his family, By these meuas he
iwas preserved frow the  calowity in which
others were fnvolved.  Thus his attention to
Awfelfiled propheey was the means of saving
‘him: but others disregarded the warning; and
thee mattention to the sure word of prophecy
proved their ruin.

2. In the case of Lot, we have another proof

—— xxxvi. 15, 16; “And the Lord God of! o the happy consequences of taking heed to

#heir fathers sent to them by his messengers:
rising up betimes, and sending; beeause he Jiad
compassion on his pcoy\lc, and on his dwelling
place: But they nocked the messengers of
(God, and despis2d his wordy, and nisused Jis
sprophets, nntil the wrath of the Lord arose
against his people, till there was no remedy.
Jer, v. 11-14; “For the house of Isracl and
the house of Judah have dealt very treache-
rously against me, saith the Lord. T'hey have

belied the Lord, and said, It is net he; ncither | you out of this place, for the Lard will destroy , of the Luentable

ghall evit come upon us; neither shall we see
-sword or famine: and the prophets shall be-
come wind, and the word is ot in them; thus
shall it be done unto them.

“YWherefore, thus saith the Lord God of
Hosts, Because ye speak this word, hehold 1
‘will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this
people wood, and it shall devour them.

1 Thess. v. 20; * Despise not prophesyvings.

‘2 Pet. il 1, 2; “This second epistle, be-
loved, I now write unto you; in both which 1

tir up your pure minds by way of vemem-

rance; thut ye be mindful of the words which
were spoken before by the holy prophets and
.of the commandment of us the apostles of the
Lord and Saviour.”

“Rev. i 3; “ Blessed is he that readeth, and
‘they that hear the words of this prophesy, and
“keep the things which are written t}xcrcin, for
the time is at hand.

—— Xx. 7; “Bchold I come quichls. blesw

ed is he that keepeth the sayings of this houh.

These passages teach us that proper atten-
tion to unfulfilled prophecy is t{xc means of
blessing; snd that the neglect of 1t 15 the
means of rain.  We must, therefore, he eau.
tious of men who teach us to leace uafulfilled
prophecy alone; 5d to believe that it can only

understood after it is fulfilled. The study
-of unfulfilled Prophecy, say3 the Rev. Willjam
Burgh. is usefal as the means of waroing, ax
‘the rocans of promite; and as the means of

prophecy. “The angels warned him o the judg-
ment wiuch was to be exceuted upon unhiappy
3Sudum. He believed their words, and pre-

pored for bis departure.  But the désigus of

merey extended further than himself, and his
immedinte family. < IHast thon here any be-
side?  Sonsinlaw, and thy duughters and
fwhatsoever thon hast in the city. bring them
out of this place” lle made the attempt;
.Spake unto his sons-in-law, and said, « Up, get

(1his city: hut he seemed like one that mocked
Mo his “sonsindaw” Lo, by taking the pro-
. phietic waring, saved his own life, and that of
1two of his clildren; but all the inhabitauts be-
side perished iun fire and brimstone, becanse
they disregarded the sure word of propheey.
3. Tu the plagues of Egypt, we have further
proof of the conzequences of regarding aad dis-
regarding propheey.  “Send, therefore, now,
and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in
the field; for upon every man aed beast which

lgi\'cn auswer ig “But they mocked the mes
seugers of God, and dcsriscd his words, and
misused Lis prophets.” This was theiv sin, the
rejecting of prophetic instruction, and terrible
were the consequences.  But terrible as these
consequences were, there were others still more
terrible.  « For they that dwell at Jerusalem,
and their rulers, because they knew him vot,
nor yet the voices of the prophets which aro
jread every Sabbath day, they have fulfilied
(them in condemning him”™  The consequences
of tlis fatal neglect of the voice of prophecy
ave not conlived to the present life—they yun
into cteraity.  The L\m{ Jesus sayy, There
fure, [ say unto you,T'ne kingdom of God shall
be taken from you,and given o a nation bring-
ing forth the froits thereof” ‘This is a fearful
eave.  “Dlindueas in purt hath happened to
Tsrael until the fulness of the Gentiles be como
in” Before Tsruel is again visited, the elect
church, the bride of the Lamb, who shall sit
with kim in his throne, and reign with -him in
this kingdom, will be complete and gathered to
ibimself; aud, thercfore, whatever felicity they
ymay enjoy in fheir renewed state, in the Jand
;of Capaan, they can never rise to the dignity
1of joint-keirship with Christ.  The blessedness
tof reigning with him s limited to those who
thave a part in the fisst resurrection; but that
fresurreetion is past before Isvael will be con-
verted and restored.  Ilere we have another
consequenices of neglecting
1the word of propheey.  We need not to multi-
eplv passagees; the above are sulliciont to shew
,us that our weilare in time nud in eternity de
lpcm]s upest tahiag heed to prophetic instruc.
stion.

I1. Bt propheey isnot enly given for wam-
{ing, but also for cocourngement and cowfort.
1A few fuets will desuonstrate thia

1. Inthe case of Enoch.  Helived at atyne

when iniquity vas abouuding, and the inhabit-

i

shall be fovud in the field, acd shall not be jants of the carth were ripm}ing for the fearful
brought home. the hail shall cote down upon ' destrietion of the fload, which swept away the
jthem, aud they shall die. e ghat feared the ungodly.  What wus it that supported his mind
word of the Lord, amoug the servants of Phu. &t tbis dismal period, but faith in the propheey,
raoh, made his servents and his catde flee into Which he was instrueted to deliver to other,
the houses: but he that regarded not the word | * Behiold the Lord coaeth with ten thousand
1of the Lord, left his servauts and iz cattle i ¢of his saintx to exvente judgment npon all.”?
ythe fickd. And the Lord sent thunder andjThissure word weuld support his mind; and
hail; and the hail smote througbout all lll-'“l‘lﬁl’e kim with hope in the dak gloom by
land of Egvpt al! that was in the field, both cwhich he was swrrounded.  'This would more
miur aand beast, and the hail sinote every herb jespecially be the cuse with Nuah, who lived
of the fickl, and tunke every tree of the field” ;at the very tie when the catastrophe taok
1In this feacul luss of property and life, we see z{\l:\cc. hixmind would be sustained and animated
1

another proof of the necessity of taking heed {by fith in this declaration, at the thoe whea
to the waming voice of prophecy. 10 huilded the ark, and encountered the scoffs
4. 'Fhe csse of the Jsmehtes is also monitary, | 284 oppositions of an unzedly workd.
Wby was theit beautifal city twice destruyed.y 2. What was it that sustaued the patriarchs
and their loguilicent temple twice reduced 1o in thur siuuming, but the sure word of pro-
ya heap of smoking ashes? Why were they n-  phecy, that they hou' « suberit the Jund, and be
;peatedy subjected so fearfally to the tarrors of pewarded withit s za ¢ elaslng purses. ot ?
aope and famine, that yothers fed npon toe Thizprophetis aeonre fe wie the promy « v o2
fiesh of thesr murders 4 chuldren? The Divinely shes beliersd wan to be fulfilled, at a gre.t



