THE GOOD NEWS.

- ‘WT am glad 'you ‘sre willing to deny
;,“m!vea thess for the sake of'a ‘Bihle.
o ;eem to’ love it.”
“ Yes, ma'awm. We ‘couldn’t do no less.
"T'was & message to us, direct, you see.”

us‘;l(l?’f’ course the Bible'is m mesrage to

“1 know that, ma'ani; ‘but ours was a

special messaga. Tl tell vou how it was.”
mal;:tr‘e ';!::n ol }tli woran taak out of 4 brgien

"small “paper H i
unfolded and “}:]f};;%(;'edpli;?l, openel T

] Zain

after cerqment._ull at last ti:ere ,apcerizgn:
SI:nfatn, emleéi piece of paper, on which the
visitor vead these words « 3
your Bible.” Tearm to read

“ That’s it! that’s the
f mesa . . )
You co ] cou]d »do age, ma’am,

10 less than I did.”
“ Where  di et with ‘thi
ey §"re did ‘you meet with this

“ In Rew’s-dlley Lane, ma’am
i \ —aon
when I was coming back from the C()ll(\"u‘ia)z
:'on,Road. _ There was no leaves on the trees
Or twas winter time, and they make a bower.
like, over tl}e road. Well, I saw a piece n’f
Paper sticking upon a thorn in the bedge
it was high up, and hard to reach, but 1
ganaged to come by it; for T felt syre it
as something meant for me, and I took it
tl?c:n: todmy 9ld man, for I could not read
by o‘r] C8onit myself no more than a baby;
b reaed id, ami?, told me that it said—-‘Lean;
your Bible)
measage', m:\ o nllb!ls. oW was not that a
o Are say it was, But how did you
“ 1 tease |
taught me:
words, He
Av! butit

dﬁhe, over ‘there in bed, till he
st the letters, then the little
:as ascholar, you see, ma’am.
: 38 weary work for u
I::nn?y,"{’{z often said, ¢ you're to: otl)gt:lo
T used g omer 'tis a message, John,’
1 him: and then he'q try me
sfore we got on myuch H
ime it was a Measage,
give in. At laat ¢
8 to come easier, aud to put t,‘::
was i tringing daisy-chais when 1
too, 3o He used to get out, of pay;
» 304 call me & dunce Loy

oo » but he w
;ngh afterwayds; for now he's b]i:;,gal;:%

to B ’
" d ut, m
"Hore (189" print than thig? ¢ 48ty

showed the visitor a well-thumb-

volure, wherein the early part

of the Goape] of John was wel} nigh rubbed
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out by the friction of the agad pecple’s

fingers—let alowe some blurred -

where a tear may have fallen when the old
schoolmaster bad been more thau uaually
impatient, or the scholar more than com-
monly slow.

# ‘And now, ma’am, don’t yon see that
1 could not help learning to read this book,
Wb‘?? "God himself sent a message to tell
mef”

When the carefully re-folded piper was
again reveventially and affectionately ‘ve-
stored to its simple casket, the visitor-could
not but confess that it had been, truly, a mes-
sage of mercy hung upon a thorn.

And are there not many of God’schildren
to whom such messages have been sent?
The leaves of flourishing prosperity have
fallen, 1o disclose the thorn on which guth
messages have hung. They have gathered
it with trembling hand ; they have asked to
have it deciphered for them, because it was
a mystery to themselves. They have heard
the word, and set themselves to learn, and
to obey. The lesson had been hard, and
tearful, and prolonged; but the peaceable
fruit bas come at last, and the obeyed mes-
sage has endeared the very thorn on which
it hung. .

«’I AM THE WAY.”

“Tam the way;” not “I was the way
for the thief on the cross,” but “I am the
way for you to-night;” not 1 will be the
way when you feel you need more, and
when you have worked yourselves into &
better state:” but * I am, sinner, I am the
way just now. Iam the way for thee,
just as thou art; to all that thou wantest 1
am the way.” Wesometimes see railways
approaching towns, but they do not bring
them right into the heart of the place, and
then you must take a cab or an omnibus
to finish the journey. But this way runs
rightfrom the lreart of manhood's depravity
into the vary centre of glory, and there is
no need to take anything o complete the
road. You recollegt what good Richard
Weaver said on that platform, there, when
he was illustrating the fact of Christ saving
sinners, and saving them just DOW. He
told us & story of his friend in Dublin who
took him & first-class ticket for Lwe;pool,;
as he said, “ All the way through, and




