THE GOOD NEWS 263

THE BELIEVER'S SAFETY.
BY REV. W. M. PUNSHOQN, WESLEYAN MINISTER, LONDON, ENGLAND.

% Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present vou faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. To the only wise God our Saviour, be
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.”—Sft. Jups 24, 25,

There seems to have been some similarity
of design between the epistle of St Jude
and the second epistle weneral of Peter
Many have coujectured thatthey were writ-
ten about the same time and in opposition
to the same thieatening heresy; but little
is_known, subsequently to the death of
Christ, of the life and fortunes of Jude.
There have been eavils about the catholieity
of his epistle, but there is overwhelming
evidence in its favour. It is certainly writ-
ten in an apostolic spirit, and tells of the
temptations of the man that is in Christ
Jesux.  After he has denounced the doomn
of fulse and gainsaying teachers—a warning
to others aguinst the contagion of their per-
nicious errors—he exhorts them to the
maintenance of the Christian life, thatthey
should add the superstructure of graces to
the foundation of faith by living in Lhe
spirit of prayer; and that they should be
sustained by the living and majestic hope
of gverlasting life. He then tells them that
in their treatment of offenders they should
make a difference between the weak and
the wicked, between the misleader and the
misled—that they should roughly handle
the sin, but that they should very compus-
sionately care for the sinder. And then
follow the words which we have just read
in your hearing as the text—a glorious dox-
ology—exhibiting at ouce in a pastor's ten-
derness and asaint’sdevotion, the utterance
of a heart which was loyal in itsattachment
to Gud, and whose very pulse was brim-
ming tenderuess for man.

In the consideration of these words this
morning there are four thoughts which are
presented to our notice—God’s penple pre-
served; God’s people presented; God's at-
tributes indicated; God’s homage accorded.
The first two of these will ba amply suffi-
sient to occupy us on the present occasion.
Our remarks will thereforé, mainly be di-
rected to these two, which are, afier all,the
main thoughis of the text—Guod’s people
preserved and God’s people presentedd.
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danger. We should not need to be remind-
od of God's ability to save us if we wera
surrounded by no peril. Theapstle seems
to tench us in this chapter that though we
have bezn called by Christ—though we have
hearkened to the call—though we have re-
ceived spiritual gifts—a new Leart, and a
new motive to action—we mnust not expect
that our work is accomplished, and that we
can resign ourselves to the selfish and in-
dolent enjoyment of our privilegel, We
are still in a state of probation; and a state
of probation of necessity implies that we
should be surrounded by adverse influenees
~by numberlessspiritual enemies, who will
war against our souls, Watchfulaess must
be exercised, and strengih must be exerted
to keep us in the right way. The existenca
in us of this Hability to tall, and the pre-
sence in the midst of us of subtle and mal-
ignant adversaries, are truths which are
made matters of announcement and of warn-
ing very frequently in the pages of the
Word. The apostle announces, for ex-
ample, the necessity for bis own self-mastery 3
for though he was a man of high endoiv-
ments, and of exalted office—cowmpelled,
fromn his very position to live in a sort of
halo of sacredness, and to minister familinly
with the things of God—even he might be

in peril and overthrown—¢ For this cause [ |

keep under my bedy and bring it into sub-
jection, lest after havivg preachied to others
I myseif should become a cast away.”

Peter, whose heart would throb with the,

memory uf contrite bitterness while he gave
the warning, tells thecailed and chosen that
they must be diligent and faithful if they
would make their calling and election sure.
Churistians are exhorted to give all diligeuce,
to cast not away their counfidence which
hath great recompenses of reward, but o
look diligently lestany man fuil of thegrace
of God. They are warned thut their enemy,
the devil, like 2 roaring liou, goeth about
seeking whom hemay devour. They are
told to beware lest they be led into the
error of the wicked one, and so fall from
fhers i steadfustuess,  They are told. ig
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