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S EVERAL tumes we have referred te theobjecians te the policy cf scbeal

boards giving text bocks free te pupils.
We quoted the remarks cf Trustee Hales,

of Toronte, that many cf the books in use

by cbildren in the city scbools were dirty in

Schol Bordsthe extreme, and, frein the

Selling Book&. standpoint cf bealth alone,
ur.fit for further circulation.

As the schoel board bas te practise econe-

mny,»it naturally economizes on the bocks,
wbich, being furnished free, are quite an

item cf expense. It appears that sanie

Toronto parents will flot allow their cbildten
te use books which bave been in ether

bands, and tbey buy new books from the
board at cost price. This, it seems te us,
is an entirely objectionable proceeding.

The board has ne right te go inte the busi.

ness cf selling books. The electers of
Torante authorized the board te furnish free

books, net te seli bocks te pupils. If any
parents abject te tbeir cbildren bandling

soiled bocks, that have been tbrough other
bands, let thein go te the regular dealers

and buy them at the retail market price. By
doing the traite eut cf these sales, the board
are pursuing a course which is. we centend.
bath unwarranted and unwise. If there
existed a retait bookseliers' league or asso-

ciation in each Province, injurleus attacks
like this upen a legitimate and a beneficl
business coutl be resisted, or at least

exposed. As matters stand, we are
poweriess.

WVe regret net having space eneugh te
record the volurninous reports connected

with the subject cf Canadian copyrigbt
wbich have been appearing in tbe daily

press during tbe past montb. As the trade
are aware, a case in faver ef a new Cana-

The opyrghtdian law on hbis subject bas
AtetCopyngh een prepared by !he whole-

Agitaion, sale booksellers and sta-

tioners' section cf the Tarante Board of
Trade in ceeperatian witb the leading

printing firnas, and was presented recently
te the Minister cf justice at Ottawa by a
deputation. Frein this case Mr. G. N.
Merang, of Toronte, dissents, and has

issued an abiý written pamphlet embodying

bis views. Twe letters frein Mr. Win.
Tyrreil, the Toronto bookseller, have aise
appeared in Tbe Globe voicing views wbich
are probably beld by other booksellers as
well as by many beck.buyers. To hum,
Mr. W. P. Gundy bas repiied with mucb
farce and ciearness. In fact, ail phases cf

this ccntrcversy bave drawn Forth
much able writing. Ina bis clastng
letter, Mr. Tyrreil maires a suggestion
wbicb we bave net seen befare, and one,

moreoiver, whkch sems te effet a way eut
cf the chaos wbich must necessarily resuit

when those interested in copyright bold
widely divergent opinions. -' This Im-
partant 'natter cf copyright." be says.

de** * sbculd be given ta a care-

fully-cbcsen commission. whose report

would be the basis cf Geverninent action."

This is probably as practicai a solution cf

the difficulty as is possible. To legislate, a

Governinent miust consider the auther's
nghts, the publastier s interests, and tvie

public's weifart as buyers cf bocks. How
te consider ail three standpeints and arrive
at a resuit fair ta ail is net easy, under

prescrnt circuinstances. A well - cboaen
commission couid collect evidence frein ail

quarters and give a tinding on the facts.
A commission with Professor Goldwin Smith

as chairman and with certain gentlemen
prominent in publizching and bookseing
circies and certain successful. Canadian men
cf letters as mnembers would carry wcight.

As mere onlookers, it appears te us as if
the Government would be glati to act, pro.
viding they knew bew Far a Canadian iaw
could be drawn up which would at once
satisfy the copyright owners and the bock-
buyers.

It is weli to keep an eye on how the net-
price system. works in the United States.
Il it cannet be enforced there, wbere pub-
lishers are powerful and united, its extension
te Canada is hepeless. A recent inove cf

the united publishers was te
Net Pruces and bring a departinental store
Departinent te tirne. The big dry geods
Stores. stores in New York. with

bock couniters, agreed te rnaintain prices
except Macy's. The latter store bas been
fighting the net-price systein. Hew the
publishers view the case may be inferred
frein an interview with the secretary cf the
Americau Publishers' Association who said:

1Macy's bas been a thorn in the side cf
the Association ever since it came into
existence. They refused flatly te make any
agreement with the publishers te maintain
a fixed schedule cf prices. The firin buy
ne bocks froin the publishers because it is
boycotted and could flot de se if it wanted
te. The Association includes every copy-
right publhh.Ier in the c.ountry and it as in a
position te have sanie influence. The Mlacy
concern features its book departmnent.
Many cf the bocks are bought at retail in
the large stores and are tben sald by themn
at less than cost. Its bock departinent
dots net amount te much, as it is net as
large as similar cnes in other big stores,
and is orily used te antagor-ze the Associa-
tien." It is reportedl that the publishers
asked tbe d.aiy newspapers te stop adver-
tising Macy's cut prices on bocks, but the
flewspapers relused. The publishers wfll
try sorie other way cf cbecking tbe cvil.
Their action will be watcW~ with interest.


