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on'teèW,ý: ofChange&.

the fact Chat many dealers were flot satisfied ents says, it niight bc hard ta find a plan

with the present systern. It was also pointed to satisfy publisher. dealer and public alike,

out Chat a discussion in these columns by but there is no reason ta think that an

the trade Cnight result ln sanie valuable iroprovement on the present systemn cannot

suggestions which wauld remedy the prescrit be arrived at. il the views af aIl arcecx-

grievance, which i3, that the dealer is con- changed beforehand. and a plan carefully

tinually suffering los$ fram dead stock when tbought out.

changes are introduced by the Department. WVe give the following letters, therefore,
We bave recelved letters froni sevttrA as valuable an *d practical contributions to

leading boaksellers throughout Ontario this discussion
who do a large trade ln school books, and MR. NELLES, 0F GUELPH.

these~~ .etr ?ill -orag ,Itrdner regard ta the question af changes in
ally with considérable intteet. text books for achools it will be round very

1W % ehýO difficult ta find any eneans that will soîve it
Guelph., JOe 1I\t\ satisfactorily ta three such different classes
reduce the dificel as publishers, dealers, and the public so

Mr. Har oriPacton, also otributes
e c1 -ý Chat a loss nmay not be sustained by any

hi jnd n a i neo the three.
announces his willingnsss ta oinptho alers

~ -1" do not think the six months' notice ofa
ini confet on rîe new book wauld help anyane, as it would

ver. frcia lette ,hc wjls stites th occur, say, in the miiddle of a school terni
dis rcusial rwn.wil tml h and it is impassible ta clear any stock for

Messrs. Strattori & Co., of Peterborough, saaitont rvastattSme
are axnang those wtio'have not felt the ~aln
difficulty as greatly as others. as their letter. -However, 1 offer the foliowing plan,

Shows. which 1 tbink could bc made feasible an<d

eeinvite further correspondence in also wark as nearly satistactorily as it is

arder that the trade niay thoroughly possible ta have it.

ventilate thefr vjews befare a deflite con. 'When a ne« boak is authorized for use

clusion is arrived at. It stecns ta, us that a have the Department of Educatian authorize

meeting of tht trade, later on, in sanie it for, say, a period af five years, and. at the

central point, say. London, Hamilton or end of tht terni, if satisfactory. have i:

Toronto (pcrhaps Toronto preferably, since reissued in terns of, say, three years until

tht Department cf Educatian could bce seen a new book should bc gotten out ta replace

it, each book s0 authorized to bave printed

on the title page the fallowing:

Authorized by the Depariment of Edacation for
Ontario. <lic twvcnty second day of October. nine.
tcen hundred, <o be tud &%~ a text book for the
period of fivc years fromn the above date.

l'Under this systemn the publishers and
dealers, for a year ahead of tht expiration
af any terni, could gavera their stocks
accordingly and have no excuse for a heavy
loss should a change occur, as, by glancing

at tht flrst page in any boak when ordering
their sic .s they could mûte inquiries of
the publishers ai near the end ai a book's
term and flnd out aity changes Chat will

likely take place.

"I1 would alsa ask your valuable space

and time ta suggest that tht Erigllsh Liter-
ature be flot changed ytarly but rnake it

good for at ltast two seasons, and Chat tht
French and Gernian lit at least three years,

as tht greatest lasa occurs in these boi)ks,
na dealer being able ta carry a proper
stock and not sustain a loss of at least ont
or two copies annually. 1 ýbould flot say
no dealers, but autside booksellers, as

Toronto dealers and depattmentals should

neyer sustain a lass as they have a telephane
and the publishers at their doars Ca arder
daily only what thty need.

oNa wonder they cITer 20 per cent. dis-
caunt to the public af Ontaria. wben they

save aIl loss on freight, baxing and surplus
stock, and receive cash vlth each order, an
item ta a dealer 50 miles (roui Taronto of
nearly zo per cent, Again regretting tht
length cf my lelter an<d hoping some beneit

may bc dtrived frani this discussion,
--l amn, yaurs truly,

-CitAs. N. NELLES,

*Guelph.*'
O-Guelph. October 22, 1900...

MR. HAMLY, 0F PICTOII.
lRt uchool book question. 1 certainly

tsink that somne united action niight lie
taken by tht trade, and have na doulit but


