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Another mistake consists in giving taa mucli time ta inere
imitaimù reading, and flot enougb ta asccrtaining the meaning of

the tvards and sentences. Cbildrcn sbould be impressed witb tbe
fact that the principal abject of reading is ta obtain the tbougbts
of others; and they sbould early accustam theinselves ta ascertain
the mcaning of wha,« tbecy re-ad, chat no word may bc passc
witbaut bcing understood. Let me say chat the dictionary sbould
be the constant coinpanion of the pupils of aur Graminar and
Iligh Scbaohs. Would yau neglect the ctocutionary side of tbe
the subjcct? 1 arn asked. 13v no means. No anc places a bigber
value on elocutian, chan 1 do ; but 1 ins;ft chat it is tbe duty of
the teacher ta sec chat the passage is understood by the pupits
bcfore thc atten.:ut is miade ta drill theni in clucution.

Another nibtake is ta be fauind in the fact tbat the ahmost
universal tendency in this country of lace years bas been ta crawd
too muclh inta the High Scbool course; tu make tbe Higb Scbool
a substitute for the Callege and University miust r'.-sult ini faihure.

Genus qi Literature.-àorality, il under this bead, may be
placcd honesîy, patriatisin, and goad-will t0 men, ougbt ta came
wvithin the scope of scboul work ; for morality in this sense is the
dearest clement of the good citizen, and the goodi citizen is the
prime abject of education. Our country bas less lack of intelli-
gence chan of public honesty and private fair dealir.g, less lack of
knowledgc than of inclination towards a noble life; wbicb facts
show chat samiething in the prescrit arder of socieîy is cither funda-
nientally %vrong or dcplorably weak. But wvhcre shal ive seek a
remnedy ? WVhcn and ttow begin ta mcnd ? The subjeet of moral
progress docs flot belong solely ta the religiaus world. It is a
matter of chat gaad scnsc wbich considers the welfare of the
immediate present, and looks with a benevolent eye ta an improvcd
manhood in the future. For maorality is almost as beautiful when
viewctl as a guiding ceement ta tian in thîs warld's transactions
as it is weii vicired as an esscnt:al ta happincss in the %vorld ta
corne.

WVc cannot serve the future of thîs world in a better way titan
in taking care of the prescrnt af the children. W~e cati do this by
intraducing tuoaur prescrit educational systeni a factor wbase
abject shahl bc ta give the proper direction ta the chuld's thaugbts;
«IAs a tian thitnketh, s0 is he." Children shauld be lead ta thinht
l)roperly, chat they may bc cnabled ta act justly and generoubly I
and it wauld bc far safer bath for tbcîn and for the cammunity if
their acts wcre directed by fâ>cd principtes rather than by suddeti
and untrustworty impulses

'l'le literature of the world emnbodies a urtiversal moral crccd.
In its fulncss bere and there may be found t holy teachings of
the Bible, iti lartguage plcasing ta the car af youth, and ini form
adapted ta bis understandîng. Il inculcates ail the substantial
teacbîngs af the Scrîptures without awaking the suspicion that
the private realim of devotional forni is ta bc invaded.

A braad-mînded selectian of noble passages, tbaugb it may
flot bc able ta do ail wve could wisb in a inoral1 way, cati certainly
do nmucb ta raiNe msen ta a hîgb moral, pahutical, and social plane.
Il nay flot niake mîen prayerful, but il cati nake theni respectfuil
and respectable- Il nîay not give thern the wisdom of statesmien,
but il cat i ake theni intelligent voltrs and fervent patriots. It

may not it them f.»,r a future 'ille, but it cati do much towards
making titis ane plcasint ta t.*cniselvcs and ta thcir fcl)ow*mcn.

t cati put a light inta their bicarts that will illumnine niany of
eaitli's darkcst places.

I believe chat geins of litcrature introduccd into, cur schools,
if properly taugb:t, will bc able ta do these things ; partly by their
own direct influence on thc young mind, but principally as bcing
such a draughit on the fountain of highcr literature as shali result
in an abiding thirst for noble reading. The right kind of rcading
wvill induce the right kind of thinking, and proper thinking tvill
insure correct aicting.

Wh'at harmony thc introduction of literature into our scbools
assures us!1 Let the public scbools be the instrument of formir.g
this common love for the noble and beautiful, and who but will
-icknawvledge they have pcrformcd a work of greatest utility ta
man, and added a tbousand fold ta their prescrit value as factors
in lîuman pragress? Herctofore the boy's education hias been no
broader chan his business expectatians; his happiness as a mati
and bis wortb as a citizen have nat been taken into accaunt. The

pncî ples are too narroîv for an age :bat is looking for good men
as well as for good accountants and grammairians. They are
necdlessly narrow ; tbcy leave, as it werc, broad fields of noble
soil untilled, and this soul must be tilled ta bear fruit. For
cxamplc, a mati cannat be a patriat, except negatively, until he
bans been led te understand and value patriatisin. But an a grand

1 subject. like patriatisin, there is an unwillingness or incapacity in
mast mindis ta thinc. Such minds musc b lecnlarged belore
patriatism can bc anytbing ta tbem but a barren Dame ; but may
nat patriotic passages, under a tvise teacher, pramate the necessary
growtb ? For wba, even amang the educated, lias nlot felt a tinge
of sbame atl the dulne-ýs af bis awn patriatisni on reading Grianke's
beautiful hunes, Il Wc cannat hoitar out country with toa deep a
reverence. WVe cannat love her witb an affection too pure and
fervent. We cannot serve ber with an energy of purpose or a
faithfulness af zreal tue steadfast and ardent." And what is aur
country ? It is nlot »ýbe East, witb ber bilîs and ber valleys, %vith
ber countless sails, and the rocky ramparts of her shores ? It is
nat the North, witb ber tbausand villages and hier barvest.bomes,
%with ber frontiers of the lake and the acean. It is nat the W~est,
witb bier forest* sea and ber inland isles, witb ber luxuriant expanses
Jothed in verdant ccrn, with ber beautiful Ohio and ber majestic
Missouri. Nor is it the South, opulent in the minîic snow of ber'
cotton, in the ricb plantations of the rustling cane, and in the
golden robes of ber rice-fields. WVbat are these but the sister-
families of ane greater and better family-our country ?' Or
Sci.tt's, beginning,-

Brcathes therc a mati with saut so dead,
WVho neyer ta himsclf hath said,

,This is my awn, my native land ?-

What 1 bave said of patriotisin applies ta ail the elements of
great nindedness.

The practice, therefore, of memnorizing the choice tbougbts of
aur best writers should be made a praminent feature of scbooh
work. Oliver Wendell Hlties says, "There is no place %wbicb
an autbor's tbaugbts cati nestie in se securety as in the ieznory
of a scbool boy or scbool girl. It is aise in accord witb the
advice of Arthur Helps, wbo says, "AVe sbould lay up in aur minds
a store of goodI, thauglits in welt-wrougbt words, wbicls shall be a

living treasure of knowledge always witb us, and froin wbicb, at
variaus tcimes, and anîidst ail tbe sbifiing af circuinstances, we
niay be sure of drawing saine comfort, guidance, and aympatby."

cdcThen idea of its introduction is flot new in the history of
eduatin.in smilar manner teGermans bave been long i


