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««Jrdi——Tha applicativn of this kuowledge to-the seerring.of ours
soul’s salvution.  All knowledgu is worthlrss, unless applied to
practide. This.is true in religion, as-in sooular things—~it 1 our
duty thereforey not to rest in an acquaintance with principles,
but to use these as means to an end. .

When we kaow ourselves, legthis load us to God ; and when
we know Gud's purposes, then lot us individpally work out our
salvation ; ever diffident of vurselves, but conEdc’nt in God—gver
fooling our nothinguess and God's all.sufficiency~over conviri-
ced that our splvation is huprless, uuless God, by His Holy
Spirit, enlightous our dackuess ; pardons our sins; purifies.our
hearts; and finally, from mgre grace admits us into hedven.:

A very mistakon ominion-has gamed curroney, that an utten.
tion to religion. will necossurily prevont tho attainment of emi.
nence in secular knowledge. This is the.language of infidelity;
the mauifestation of the unsearchabls evil of the human hean,
which is ¢nmity against God. It is found to bo unreasonablo
aad absurd, when considered in connection with the nature and
cunstitution of things in this world. The God whe is the au.
thwr of religion, is hkewise the Great Causc of all knowledgo
pertaining to the preseat state of befng. The ebligation which
bin'ls us to seek the pussession of secular knowledge, is not of
t- ~ world, nor of Satan, bdut of Jehovah—it is connected with
t . exhibition of s glory and the furtherance and perfections
of ths purposes; and if our duty to God, with respect to'thie at:
tainmenv of earthly knowledge, be unquestioticd, are We ‘not
awaro thivn grdoter obhigation rests on us, and that froni the samo
source, to-seek and to possess: the fur more axcelledt dnd profit.
able knowledge which peitatnsito the unseen and eternal stdte of
being? 'And as both are of God; what isthe objection'to which
we have referred, but an -impeachment of the wisdom of God;
an alicgation' that He has prescribed duties to His' éraaturés,
which are in theirnature contriadictory and mutually destrdctive?
And the mind of man is framed for religions hence, by’ thecoti
sent of alt, mun is said o be & religlous adintal ; so, by the very
narure and constitution of things, there can be no difficalty that is
insurmountable in combining the pursuit of heaverly and of earth-
ly seiencesy . - - :

But likowise, exporince and-faets are ready to corroborate
this sequence. Many-dro the ‘names which might be advanced,
ef those who have been eminent in their kaowledge of the‘séeatar
scicnces; and these are found to have been men who fcui'efd God,
and wrought righteousress ; wien who did not cdnsider their ac-
quaintance with themsclves, with'God, His purposes, and their
future’destiny, ‘beneath their notice 5 but who expended Tuch
tune in prosgcutingtheir religious studics, and confessed that their
investigations and'retearches into-these things, instead of hindet-
i?g..nc{n:;xlly cacouraged-and-stimulated-iheir endeavors tosbless
theic fellow men jon agtending te the things. which were mare
p}irdly sccu\uz-l::' /_l\__ L,q)f_,,-ﬂ :.&h!.’.g?. A ,‘k. ‘{‘5_ -'q

Luther has said, that to pray well, is to study well—prayer
raises thé mind to-grent elevation, ‘tad prepares it to think, (Zo
write, and to speak. When we gre fully under the influence of
religion, the mind is expanded and strengthened by the contem-
plation of subjects, of a kind infinitoly exalted above those which
fill the mind of the man who pursues his earthly studies without
reference to God, His glory, and his own salvation,

This being the case, it is evident that the study of religisg, 'in.
steard of being a hindranc. m our literary studies, is really a di.
rect promoter of them; is traly a powerful stimulant in
arousing and directing us in their pursdlt. The holy individ.
ual will, therefore, if mentally qualified be the greatest profi-
cient in these things, yea, if his_faculties be eyen_limited, yet
they will be under the influence of the frar and love of God—
used to tho effecting of that which will not bo reached by per-
sons of even greater nawral endowments.

If the objection to which we bave referred, be an utter fallacy;
and if it be concluded tha. the study of ourselves, of God, His
purposes, and our destiny, be of great assistance in furthering our
worldly studies, that person who neglects these all-important
subjects suffers greut oss, even as regards this life, and jncon-
ceivably greater in raspect.to the future state of being, -

Butd must hos  «to.conclude, and allow me to adyert very
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briefly to the tise which oach should make of hzi acquiras
monts. God has been ploaged, in the ovder of Hir pravidunce,
to fix the bounds of all our habitations—to some, ire has given
mpre of the good things. of this world than to othe* s—sam. 4o
may place in this situation, and some in anothor. It has been
admitted, that knawledge is.cluefy.valuable,.as lending to prac.
tical ends.  Let us ever remember, that all that wo have reali-
zed, is given by a gracious God, in ordc- to the fulfilment of oue
duty in our several spheres and relations. Never allow your.
solves to covot a higher stationt than that allotted to you, Re-.
member that “ Godliness with ¢ontentment, is great gain. “That
a man’s lifo consisteth not in the abundaace of the things which
he possesseth ;" but in that condition it which Providgncc may
place you use your talehts and acquirements in socuring your
awa happiness and ministoting to the comfort and improvement
of others. e ' '

On your sex is dovolved a great responsibility ; and I rojoice
that that responsibility is incrcased by your additional advanta.
ges and privileges.  You nre capable of doing great good—in
forming the principles and habits of the rising gineration. A
mother’s ‘ustructions and prayers will, vea, cannot prove inef.
fectual; and the family, the neighborhood, and the community
will, from these, reap o great benefit, .

Never, perhaps, i thie history of the world, was the influence
of your sex more needed than at present.  Look abréad on so.
ciety, and soty"ite trdubled aspeet—the changes that are being of.
fected in political matters, and the almost doiversglly expressed
desiro for free constitutional goverament. Chpnges nre atways
dangerous at the time-—society often suffors when in -the transi.
tion state—yet olmngcs will happen, for this is a restless, muta.
tive state of being.' ' o v

I merely refer to these events as to facts; not as expressing
any opinion theteon. As facts we have to deal with them,
whether wo Lke them or not; nnd the question‘is thercfore
forced on us——what is best to bo done, in ordor to produce from
this chuos a condition of order, peace, and prosperity”

And when we consider tha amozing impravement that has
been effected during the lnst twenty.five years in the -arts and
sciences—the wonderful discoveries that have been made—the
flood of light which bds been poured on the ‘publie mind, in rcla.
tion to all that is useful and necessary for tho.present world—
and yet view the lack of religion und sound morals, s is maui-
fested in the prevalence of scepticism, - superstition, and wicked-
ness, we ave compellcll to-conblude, that something moro is
nceded, in order to preservo the world from anarcy ﬂ)\;inﬁd\:lit)’.

Yes! cducation. is needed; and such- an cducation as is
strongly impregnated with the spirit und geviay oftrlic religion.
The world can nevor be sctuléd 8 '’ stble basis while God is
dishonored and his religion despised.” ! :

The millemal day will be progeded by groat advances, on the
part of men towards God and heaven; end as man thus draws
nearer and nearer to Gad, the darkneve which enshrouds the moral
world will be more and more dispelied ; and when he shall seek
all his happiness in deing the will of his- Maker, then shall the
light of the perfect day pour jts unsullied radiance on the world,
“%Ihen the earth ehall be fil)ed with the knowledge of the
?ldry of the Lord as the ivators cover 'the sea.” And in
nistening this blessed consummation, your sex has a great
part to act. It is yours to tain up the youthful mind in the
fear of the Lord; to tcach the young, carly in life, those blessad
truths, which are to be found in the Holy Bible.

Allow me to congratulate you ladies of the Calliopean institu-
tion, on the suceess which has crowued your efforts, and to wish
you yet greator results in the prosecution of your important and
beneficial labors—you have indaed labored, and are still lakoring,
Your well assorted and large library, is n proof of your deter-
mination to drink decp at tho fount of knowledge; and.your
somi-monthly periodical fully attests that your assecintion dogs
not merely exist in name, but in deed and in truth,  In regard

to it, I would say “ Esto perpelua,” and to you, goon in the puth

you are treading. and by the practical application of your acquire.
ments, live down the calumny which is sa stoutly asserted, “that to

give your sex a fipished education is to-render them unfit for.the |
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