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HDOW A DOCTOR MAY GFT ON IN LIFE.
Sir Dominic Corrigan g
vice on this head in his ad(_  to the students
at St Mary's Hospital :—Wh. . | wasin the very
beginning of my professional 1 "> I received from
numerous acquaintances and ‘riends an abun-
dance of what none of them wou'd take from me
~—namely, advice, and that on a point of great
consequence o me—vir, how I was to get on in
life, how I wasto attain eminence and compet-
ence.

The first of the advices I got, as I recall them,
was to take the house of an eminent physician,
who was just doceased, and try to step into his
shoes ; but, however applicable that advice might
be to succession in trade or business, I felt that
in onr profession it wss the man and not the
house that was sought, and therefore I did not act
on that advice,

The next advice I got was to frequent * flower
shows,” * charitable bazaars,” *‘matinées musi-
eales,” and “ afternoon teas,” and perhaps learn to
twang a little oz: the * zither,” or “ guitar.” This
addvice did not suit me; I had “no music in my
soul,” and I felt, like Richard, that I was “not
shaped for sportive tricks” ; and, worcover, I felt
sure that such accomplirhments, however suited
%o festive scenes, could not be the qaalities which
the sick would lean on for relief. The advices I
got did not end there.

Some of my kind fricnds sssured me the very
best way to get business in my profession was to
pretend to have it—to put on tle appearance of
being overpowered with it. They assured me
they knew for certain some who sneceedoed by
having themselves froquently called away from
church and from the dinner of their friends by
urgent summonses to suduen and important
cazex. They considerately, however, added that
the note marked * immediate and pressing,” while
oatentatiously banded to e, should, however,
be at & suitable time for my own cowfort, so that
I should not lose the good things of the table

The next kind friend recommended mo to take
to driving hard in a carriage, particularly on wet
aud muddy days, so as to L.spatter pedestrians
and endanger lives at crossings, and make every
passer-by inquire who I was. That did not meet
my views or my pocket, and I thought of the
lines applied to one of the profession, who was
said to have so acted. I dxdnot degire to bave
them spplied to me—--

* Thy nags the leanest things alive,
So very hzrd thou lov’st to drive;
1 hurg thy anxicus coachman say,
It coet theo more in whipe than hay.”

X should tire you were I to cnumerato the nu-
10erous advices my kind friends pressed on me as
. to the best way of getting on. I listened to all,

and I must confess that I wes at first inclined to
grow sad and to regret I had entered a profession
which, np to that time, presented to my young
dream glorious eminences to be attained by bet-

“e following ad-

tling forward under the flag ¢ Excelsior.” But,
a8 I was beginning to despair, there was a little
book published, “The Lives.of British Physi-
cians, extending from Linacre in 1410, to Gooch's
death in 1830," a period of a’out 400 years. If
my young friends have not perused the book 1
would advise those who are ambitious of eminence
to read it, and I tbink they will come to the
samo conclusion to which I was led from its pem-
sal, that there is but ono road to excellence and
success in our profession, and that is by ieady
study and hard labour; snd you will at least
always have t..s consolation in your dreariest
hour of lsbour, that “ no proud man’s contumely,”

no ““insolencs of office” nor *spurns that patient
merit of the unworthy takes” can bar your way.

The great Dr. Johnson, whoe said in his day a
great wany wise things, but also several foolish
things, and who thought he knew everything, has
thus written in his Life of Akenside :—* A. phy-
gician in & great city seems to be the mere play.
thing of Fortune. His degree of reputation is
for the most part totally casual : they that em-
ploy him know not hia excellence : they that re-
ject him know not his deficiencies. By an acute
observer who had looked on the transactions of
the medical world for balf & century, a very cu-
rious book might be written on the fortune of
physiciana.” :

These observahonn are a bundle of fallacies, and
if I think them worth noticing, it is to ask you
not to be 80 mistaken 88 to belisve in them. If
you do believe in them, and act on them, you
will assuredly repent it.  Go through the lives of
the eighteen or twenty men included in the vol-
ume I have noticed and you will learn this: that
whother they were polished in manners like Lin-
acre and Meade, or boorish like Radcliffe, a
staunch royulist like Harvey, or a Roundhesd
like Sydenham, a very martinet in dress like Jen-
ner, or plain as & Quaker in costums like Bir
Thomas Browne, there was one quality which all
possessed in common, and that it wes which
placed fortune at their foet—unremitting bard
work in their early days. They wero never the
playthings of fortuns as Dr, Johnson foolishly
ventured to say ; thoy commanded fortune.

Dr. Johnson in the same passage haa put forth
other fallacies. He says: *“Those who employ
tho physician know not his excellence: tloy-that
reject him know not his defecta. Do not believe
in this, A few members of the pnblio may go
wrong occasionslly, and for  time, in their judg-
xaent, but on the whole seldom, und the universal
continued voice of the publig is geldom wrong, I
never yet know a man in our profession hold the
confidence and trust of the public for & len,
od time who did not deserve it X have occasion-
ally, nay, often seen_men raised by the influence
of connexion or extraneous circumstances into
temporary eminenco ; but if they went up like &
rocket, they came down like the stick. Connex-

’

igus, friends, influence, con do no more than this
—give you s fisld, such as a hospital for yoar
practice, just ss solicitors may give a young bar
rister briefs; but if there be not the head and
the hand to do the work the young physician and
the lawyer will soon aink to their true level

Look to the lives of all those pbysicians who
have risen to eminence and held it, and you will
find, without an exception, that they bad all been
working men.

Cherish this in your young minds all who are
ambitions. It is not given to all to be field mar-
shals, or admirals, or bishops, There must enr\
bo grades in every sphere of life; but you who
are ambitiona and look for the highmt places,
kesp this impreseed on your minds,—that un-
oceasing labour iz the only path to thew. Re-
member the celebrawd aying of Sir Thomes
Browne, the author of * Religio Medici,” one o
the most extraordinary men next to Bacon who -
ever lived, who held a high position as a practis-
ing physician, and a world-wide i-epuh.t.ion a3 &
philosopher. He used often to say, “I never
oould bo doing nothing.”

I am, of coutse, precluded by good taste and
propriety from bringing before you the names of
living men in corroboration of the views I desire
to impress on you for your guidanoce; but look
around you here, look around you sbroad, on the
men that in thie great city have risen to eminence
in our profession, aud’ who kave continued to
command the confidence of the public, and you
will not find among them ono who has not laid -
the foundation of his success in his own early and
continued labour ; and this explains what we so
often see, that many of the men who have attain-
ed the highest positions and greatest wealth are
men who had in early life neither counexion, nor
party, nor soct, nor wealth, nor influence to aid
them on their way. And it ever will bo a prond
refloction in onr profession, that we can achieve
position without depending on the smiles or fear-
ing the frowns of fortune. The celebrated Cul
len, one of the most illustrious of onr profession
in the science as well as in the practice of it, was
the son of very humble parents in Lanarkshire.
Ho began life as the apprentice of a surgeon-
apothecary in Glasgow, and then was surgeon to
s merchant vessel trading between London and
the West Indies. Next we find him attempting
to live by the practice of his profession among the
peasants of Shotts, a region in Scotland proverbial
for ita bleakness and poverty. Thers now comes
® curious episode in hia history. The celobrated
Willian Hunter was at the same time in like
manner éndeavouring to carn & scanty livelihood -

- | in the same poor district,and Cullen and Hunter,

to enable them to support themselves and follow
up their medical education, entered into prriner
ship nnder an agresment that they should elter-
nately work and study, each taking an alternate
year to attend lectures and hospital practice in



